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Nepal bans Facebook, X, YouTube,
and 23 other social media platforms

K.P. Sharma Oli’s govt. cites the companies’ non-compliance with registration rules as reason behind decision; free speech

advocates say the move is less about regulation and more about silencing dissent and tightening control over online speech

Sanjeev Satgainya
KATHMANDU

he K.P. Sharma Oli
T government  on
Thursday decided

to ban as many as 26 social
media platforms, including
Facebook, X (formerly
Twitter), Instagram, and
YouTube, citing their fai-
lure to meet the deadline
to comply with registration
requirements in Nepal.
Issuing a public notice,
the Ministry of Communi-
cations and Information
Technology said it “has or-
dered the Nepal Telecom-
munication Authority to
make inactive all non-regis-
tered social media sites un-

Time up: A seven-day deadline set for social media platforms to
register in Nepal had expired on Wednesday night. ISTOCKPHOTO

til they are registered.”
After repeated requests,
the government again, on
August 28, set a seven-day
deadline for social media

platforms to register in Ne-
pal. That deadline expired
on Wednesday night.

On Wednesday after-
noon, Gajendra Thakur,

spokesperson for the Mi-
nistry, said that the govern-
ment was hopeful social
media companies would
approach them before
midnight. If they did not,
he said, the government
would act accordingly. As
none approached, a meet-
ing on Thursday then
made the decision to en-
force the ban.

Free speech advocates
have objected to the move,
saying it is less about regu-
lation and more about si-
lencing dissenting voices.
They believe the govern-
ment’s registration condi-
tions, which include strin-
gent oversight and control
measures, may have been

deemed unrealistic and in-
trusive by many social me-
dia companies, likely
prompting their refusal to
register.

The government has
based its decision to ban
the sites on a recent Su-
preme Court ruling and its
own Directives Relating to
the Regulation for Usage of
Social Media. This is not
the first time Nepal has
banned a social media plat-
form. In November 2023,
the then Pushpa Kamal Da-
hal government blocked
TikTok for nine months,
prompting criticism.

(Sanjeev Satgainya is an
independent  journalist
based in Kathmandu)

Nepal bans Facebook, X, YouTube, and 23 other social media
platforms

AUTE A BOg®, T, gegd 3R 23 30 9ierd TifSar wewid
R gfaa s ST

e K.P. Sharma Oli’s government cites the companies’ non-compliance with registration rules as
reason behind decision; free speech advocates say the move is less about regulation and more about
silencing dissent and tightening control over online speech.

& 1t =t eieft B RHR A Hul & usiievor et & SruTed 7 & Sl su ol &
U1 &1 SR FITT; Gord HUTHOT FHAPT 61 Hg1 ¢ b I8 Her el & IR J &1 &R faRiy &)
T TUT ATAATS UTHUT TR FR=07 ST 3 & aR | 31U 3|

e The K.P. Sharma Oli government on Thursday decided to ban as many as 26 social media
platforms, including Facebook, X (formerly Twitter), Instagram, and YouTube, citing their failure
to meet the deadline to comply with registration requirements in Nepal.

& 1. i el TRPR A AR & Bag®, TR (d A fgeR), $¥ermm 3R gega Iftd 26
qizre Hifsar Wewid W afase @ &1 o forn, a8 wed gU fd d Aura o usiieor
TTTIH AT BT YT B BT TG JTHT B RT3 d fAwa 3|

e Issuing a public notice, the Ministry of Communications and Information Technology said it “has
ordered the Nepal Telecommunication Authority to make inactive all non-registered social media
sites until they are registered.”

ey e o} Fxd §Y, WER iR a1 MRt wared A &gl fo 33 «Aura
SRR UTfirepwor Y 3mexT faar g fb |t Ae-ushiea dizra Mifsar wgel s aa 9
Ffera o7 fear oie 519 9% & 9 ysitgpa 7 g1 Smg 1
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e  After repeated requests, the government again, on August 28, set a seven-day deadline for social
media platforms to register in Nepal.

IR-TR 3RIY XA & 916, THR - 28 3T & U § Tixrer Hifgar @ewid o1 Aura &
Uelieur HR & forg wra 3 ot wwa dar g ot

e  That deadline expired on Wednesday night.
a8 Y HIH FUAR I 1 JHI B 773 |

e On Wednesday afternoon, Gajendra Thakur, spokesperson for the Ministry, said that the
government was hopeful social media companies would approach them before midnight.

JUAR GIUeR, ToIg STHR, HATAY & Uaadl 3 el b PR &1 IWile AN 3 Trerer difsan
Hufrat st Ia & uge I AuD I
e Ifthey did not, he said, the government would act accordingly.
IEH FET b 3R 3 T 7} R, O TPR dGIHR PIRATS B |
e Asnone approached, a meeting on Thursday then made the decision to enforce the ban.
fh B1g ft Tuds | 5T M, SN TR B §s do® B ufaay aR] B o1 Ao forar mam

o Free speech advocates have objected to the move, saying it is less about regulation and more about
silencing dissenting voices.

o HTHOT YT A 39 HeH IR MUl 5TdTs 8, I8 Had gu & g8 ol & aR o 9 3R
faRht srmareil ®1 gaM & IR A of¥re B
e They believe the government’s registration conditions, which include stringent oversight and

control measures, may have been deemed unrealistic and intrusive by many social media
companies, likely prompting their refusal to register.

3D AT 8 b TWHR Pt Usiiepwur 7rd, o e s fAteror v fArsror Sura e 8, &%
P A STPR B e

e The government has based its decision to ban the sites on a recent Supreme Court ruling and its own
Directives Relating to the Regulation for Usage of Social Media.

R A WIEel R Ufaae T HT 301 (07 3T €1 & Gt pic & ad iR aizra difsan
& IART & fafram= & Hafta o= =i W seniva fear g
e  This is not the first time Nepal has banned a social media platform.

I8 Ugell IR 78l § 99 AuTe A fhdt Irera Mifsar @ewid wR ufdey evman 2|

e In November 2023, the then Pushpa Kamal Dahal government blocked TikTok for nine months,
prompting criticism.

qAER 2023 T, THI [ A G6d WPR - feweid &I 9 ugiHl & fog ufasfia #
T o1, forRt siratter g3 ot

TOPICS COVERED (GS Paper I: History, Society and Geography)

1. ‘India’s birth rate down, first dip in TFR in 2 years’

“URA P o749 &3 | fR1ae, 2 a9 & ugell IR TFR |
G

2. Singapore backs India on patrolling Malacca Straits
RITYR A Ada®T Tasueaed § T=d UR HRd &1

= foran

3.

4. ‘Sharp rise in GPS jamming in aviation over Baltic
Sea

Fifeed ANR H AU W Shdies St & 9 gies
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India’s birth rate down,
first dip in TFR in 2 years

Abhinay Lakshman
NEW DELHI

India’s Crude Birth Rate
(CBR), the number of chil-
dren born per 1,000 peo-
ple in the population in a

~year, has declined 0.7
points from 19.1 in 2022 to
18.4 in 2023. The country’s
Total Fertility Rate (TFR)
has fallen for the first time
in two years to 1.9 in 2023,
according to the latest
Sample Registration Sur-
vey Statistical Report for
2023. In 2021 and 2022, In-
dia’s TFR remained con-
stant at 2.0.

The report, released by
the Office of the Registrar
General of India this week,
revealed that the highest
CBR was in Bihar at 25.8,
and the lowest was in Ta-
mil Nadu at 12. Bihar re-
ported the highest TFR
(2.8) among the bigger
States and Union Territo-
ries (UTs), and Delhi re-
ported the lowest (1.2).

The report pointed out
that 18 States and UTs had

The latest data was
sourced from Sample
Registration Survey
Statistical Report
released this week

reported a TFR of below
the replacement level TFR
of 2.1. Replacement level
TFR denotes the average
number of children each
woman needs to give birth
for one generation to re-
place the other.

The RGI released the Ci-
vil Registration System
(CRS), Sample Registration
System (SRS), and Medical
Certification of Cause of
Death (MCCD) reports for
2021 after a four-year delay
in May this year, and in
June, the SRS, CRS, and
MCCD data for 2022 were
released. While the SRS for
2023 has been made pu-
blic, the corresponding
CRS and MCCD datasets
are yet to appear on the
Census website.

The SRS 2023 datasets

showed that the propor-
tion of the elderly in the
country (people above 60)
rose by 0.7 percentage
points in a year to 9.7% of
the population. Kerala has
the highest proportion of
elderly population at 15%.
Assam (7.6%), Delhi (7.7%),
and Jharkhand (7.6%) re-
ported the lowest propor-
tion of their respective
populations to be above
60.

The TFR data, which de-
notes the average number
of children expected to be
born per woman during
her entire span of repro-
ductive period, further
showed that all States re-
porting TFR that is higher
than replacement level
were in northern India - Bi-
har (2.8), Uttar Pradesh
(2.6), Madhya Pradesh
(2.4), Rajasthan (2.3), and
Chhattisgarh (2.2). The
States and UTs reporting
the lowest TFR included
Delhi (1.2), West Bengal
(1.3), Tamil Nadu (1.3), and
Maharashtra (1.4).

‘India’s birth rate down, first dip in TFR in 2 years’
‘YR I 79 &* § RRTae, 2 961 § ygell aR TFR § HUY

¢ India’s Crude Birth Rate (CBR), the number of children born per 1,000 people in the population in a year,
has declined 0.7-points from 19.1 in 2022 to 18.4 in 2023.

YRd P S 99 X (CBR), o1 7 Ufa af 1,000 FRI R o1 5=} o1 TR&T §, 2022 A 19.1 § geaR
2023 H18.4 8 TS §, o 0.7 3ip o1 fiRTae 3mE B

o The country’s Total Fertility Rate (TFR) has fallen for the first time in two years to 1.9 in
2023, according to the latest Sample Registration Survey Statistical Report for 2023.
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TSI AT YoltehRur Tdequr Jifre g Rt 2023 & AR, 3 &1 $d Yo &2 (TFR) A
) Ul # Ugell IR fTRTac 31S @ 3R U8 2023 H 1.9 81 715 ¢

In 2021 and 2022, India’s TFR remained constant at 2.0.

2021 3 2022 #, YRd &1 TFR 2.0 R RR I}

The report, released by the Office of the Registrar General of India this week, revealed that
the highest CBR was in Bihar at 25.8, and the lowest was in Tamil Nadu at 12.

3T I8 HRA & IRRER F-RA & SRTad gRI IR KU & g w1 fos Jaw 3% CBR
faer ® 25.8 U1 SiR Taw w4 Afdra-rg § 12 1|

Bihar reported the highest TFR (2.8) among the bigger States and Union Territories (UTs),
and Delhi reported the Iowest (1 .2).

fIgR 7 52 I 3R HERrd U= (UTs) # a2 3% TFR (2.8) <o fobar, Siafe faeelt
J HEE BH (1.2) TS (BT

The report pointed out that 18 States and UTs had reported a TFR of below the
replacement level TFR of 2.1.

gqﬁﬁaamw%wmaﬁ?mﬁmu%sﬁﬁuﬁlwwwme J 1 TFR gof
|

Replacement level TFR denotes the average number of children each woman needs to give
birth for one generation to replace the other.

FARITY TR TFR &1 31 € fob 1o el ) goit it @ Feem & fore udss wfgen &) siga
fheH g=il &1 9 &A1 AT

The RGI released the Civil Registration System (CRS), Sample Registration System
(SRS), and Medical Certification of Cause of Death (MCCD) reports for 2021 after a four-
year delay in May this year, and in June, the SRS, CRS, and MCCD data for 2022 were
released.

RGI - U 39 Y IR ATd ®1 &3 & 1 2021 & ANTIRG UGS HRUT YUt (CRS), AT
TolRuT qummelt (SRS) 3R Jog & SR H1 Rifehedr WHIUE (MCCD) &t RUid SRt &t 3R
S ® 2022 ¥ SRS, CRS 3R MCCD 32T 9¥} fahu 7|

While the SRS for 2023 has been made public, the corresponding CRS and MCCD datasets
are yet to appear on the Census website.

g1 2023 BT SRS Tdod Hx &1 71 8, 98! Wafdd CRS 3R MCCD 3eT de onft ad
SIUMET A9HT8E W U T8 gU B

The SRS 2023 datasets showed that the proportion of the elderly in the country (people
above 60) rose by 0.7 percentage points in a year to 9.7% of the population.

SRS 2023 3T e ¥ UaTl gal fos <=1 H gt 71 3rgurd (60 a¥ | 3iftrw 39 & @) th o
T 0.7 UferTa S IgHR TAEGI BT 9.7% B 74T

Kerala has the highest proportion of elderly population at 15%.

Hd T gl TGRS BT T I TUF 15% ¢ |

Assam (7.6%), Delhi (7.7%), and Jharkhand (7.6%) reported the lowest proportion of
their respective populations to be above 60.

3H (7.6%), TeTel (7.7%) 3R HRGS (7.6%) 7 60 TH A 3Hftrp IY I THHGAT BT JTH
FH AJUTT Gl (|

The TFR data, which denotes the average number of children expected to be born per
woman during her entire span of reproductive period, further showed that all States
reporting TFR higher than replacement level were in northern India — Bihar (2.8), Uttar
Pradesh (2.6), Madhya Pradesh (2.4), Rajasthan (2.3), and Chhattisgarh (2.2).

TFR €T, Sl T Afgdll & U= &1d & o @ ard S Bt T3T B! Il
2, 3 3m feara i ufeeiTur WX @ aiftre TFR oo #31 ara 9t o St yRa d 9 -
fIeR (2.8), STR U (2.6), WL WS (2.4), IS (2.3) 3R BUIIE (2.2)

The States and UTs reporting the lowest TFR included Delhi (1.2), West Bengal (1.3),
Tamil Nadu (1.3), and Maharashtra (1.4).

HIY HH TFR ol B 9Tal 37 3R Pgiid vew € - fawett (1.2), ufdm ame (1.3),
afieTg (1.3) SR TERIY (1.4)
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Singapore backs India on

patrolling Malacca Straits
iGS |: Mapping |

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

Singapore on Thursday
acknowledged India’s
plans to patrol the strategi-
cally important Malacca
Straits. The discussion was
part of the agenda when
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi met Singaporean
Prime Minister Lawrence
Wong at Hyderabad House
where the two sides signed
five agreements, including
one to export green energy
from India to Singapore
through dedicated ports.
“Today, we have chart-
ed a detailed roadmap for
the future of our partner-
ship. Our cooperation will
not remain confined to tra-
ditional areas. In keeping
with the needs of changing
times, advanced manufac-
turing, green shipping,
skilling, civil nuclear ener-
gy, and urban water man-
agement will also emerge
as focus points of our col-
laboration,” said Mr. Modi
welcoming his Singapo-

PM Narendra Modi with his Singapore counterpart Lawrence Wong
at Hyderabad House, in New Delhi on Thursday. SUSHIL KUMAR VERMA

rean counterpart who paid
a three-day visit to India.

A joint statement said
the two sides will deepen
defence technology coop-
eration in “quantum com-
puting, Al, automation and
unmanned vessels”. Both
sides will cooperate to en-
hance maritime security,
“submarine rescue” in the
“Indo-Pacific” and the In-
do-Pacific Oceans Initia-
tive, said the statement,
adding that “Singapore

acknowledges with appre-
ciation India’s interest in
the Malacca Straits Patrol”.

Secretary (East), Minis-
try of External Affairs, P.
Kumaran said India is in-
terested in patrolling the
Malacca Straits as it is next
to the Andaman Sea and
said that talks are on. Ma-
laysia, Indonesia, Thailand
and Singapore patrol the
Straits and India is expect-
ing some kind of synergy
among member countries.

Singapore backs India on patrolling Malacca Straits
RITQR A gde®T STasuEAS # Td R YRd T J0dH

T

¢ Singapore on Thursday acknowledged India’s plans to patrol the strategically important

Malacca Straits.

RITIR 3 TFaR &1 IWHINS T Y Tedq0 HAdpT STasHEaS H T3d H Dt YR Pt

Yo oI WieR e
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The discussion was part of the agenda when Prime Minister Narendra Modi met
Singaporean Prime Minister Lawrence Wong at Hyderabad House where the two sides
signed five agreements, including one to export green energy from India to Singapore
through dedicated ports.

BRTETE T3 T YU % A1) 3R RIATR & qer=w= @i i &1 966 &
aﬁﬂ?q@@m%wzﬁ STRT g ueft 3 ute gl W gwier ey, R yrd d R #t
guffa dexmel & ureaw | giea ol & fFrata &1 ve greiar of =nfiya a
“Today, we have charted a detailed roadmap for the future of our partnership.

“31TST, B ST WTRIERT & HiasT & forg ues fawqga Jedu oo faan g

Our cooperation will not remain confined to traditional areas.

BHRT HgaNT URUR® &1 deb Hiferd el gl

In keeping with the needs of changing times, advanced manufacturing, green shipping,
skilling, civil nuclear energy, and urban water management will also emerge as focus
points of our collaboration,” said Mr. Modi welcoming his Singaporean counterpart who paid a
three-day visit to India.

FEAd THY 1 SRexdl & Heor, Sad fafemtor, sfiva fRift, wiwra faem, Rifae wam
Wﬁeﬁ?mﬁaﬁwwﬁmmﬂé?mﬁgaﬁﬁ"sﬁﬁzﬁﬁw g 3= i
faaiig yRa R WR 3mu RATR & IHHe 1 WHTd fbar|

Ajomt statement said the two sides will deepen defence technology cooperation in
“‘gquantum computing, Al, automation and unmanned vessels”.

mmﬁww%aﬁu&rmm TarTE, Jiferie 3 wra IR
am\-:ﬁ H & TN WA Bl 78’1 B |
Both sides will cooperat e to enhance maritime security, “submarine rescue” in the “Indo-
Pacific” and the Indo-Pacific Oceans Initiative, said the statement, adding that “Singapore
acknowledges with appreciation India’s interest in the Malacca Straits Patrol”.
a9 ® Sl T fb 1 ver W) gR&, “uaget g # fEe-uRniar SR fe-vwrida
UETHIR Ugd &1 SgM & oL JganT B, 3R I8 +t SiaT & “RTR wearest Sasueay
T § YRA Bt I DI TG & 1Y TNHR HaA1 1"
Secretary (East), Ministry of External Affairs, P. Kumaran said India is interested in
patrolling the Malacca Straits as it is next to the Andaman Sea and said that talks are on.
fae=r varera & wig (qd), ©. R 7 H81 & YR TaasT qasHead | 1%d e o
f TEar 8, e I8 SSHM ANR & U § 3R 361+ $gl [ aradid ad I8t 3|
Malaysia, Indonesia, Thailand and Singapore patrol the Straits and India is expecting
some kind of synergy amon member countries.

RITQR Sasaeaey § T=d S § 3R URd 9e o= &

e el PR & ared B Sl B vEl 3|
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Questions arfd Answers to the previous
day’s daily c!‘uiz: 1. This person is perhaps
most well known for leading Ottoman forces
to victory at the Battle of Gallipoli in 1915.
Ans: Mustafa Kemal Atatiirk

2. This man was Kenya's Prime Minister in
1963-1964 and its first President in
1964-1978. Ans: Jomo Kenyatta

3. This person was a politician and
revolutionary known for leading Ghana to
independence from Britain in 1957. Ans:
Kwame Nkrumah

4. Nguyén Sinh Cung is credited with
founding this nation in 1945. Ans: Vietnam
5. This man essayed a central role in the
reconstitution of Uruguay, when he was in
South America in exile. Ans: Giuseppe
Garibaldi

Visual: Name this statesman known as “El
Libertador”. Ans: Simoén Bolivar

Early Birds: Tamal Biswas| Sushil Prasad|
Jha Akshay Amarendra| Prashansa Lohumi
Sudhir Thapa

commanders disagreed.

QulIZ

Mustafa Kemal Ataturk
and the Battle of
Gallipoli (1915)

Historical Context & Strategic
Importance

* The Gallipoli Campaign (February
1915 — January 1916) during World
War | was launched by Britain,
France, and ANZAC troops (Australia
and New Zealand Army Corps) to
capture the Dardanelles Strait, seize
Constantinople (modern-day Istanbul),
and open a supply route to Russia.

* The Ottoman Empire’s 5th Army,
under German commander Otto
Liman von Sanders, was tasked with
defending the peninsula. Mustafa
Kemal, a rising officer, was in charge
of a division positioned at crucial
points near the expected landing
areas.

Mustafa Kemal’s Role and
Leadership

* Anticipation of landings: Mustafa
Kemal correctly predicted where Allied
forces would land, even when higher

* Decisive leadership at Chunuk Bair (Conkbayiri): On April 25, 1915, when ANZAC
forces advanced inland, Kemal personally led counterattacks, rallying Ottoman troops by
saying, “I am not ordering you to attack, | order you to die. In the time it takes us to die, other
troops and commanders can come and take our place.”

* His bold decision and ability to inspire soldiers prevented the Allied breakthrough at a

critical moment.

* Strategic defense: Kemal’s forces used the peninsula’s difficult terrain—narrow
ridges, steep cliffs, and gullies—to their advantage, creating strong defensive positions that

frustrated Allied advances.

Outcome of the Campaign

* The Gallipoli Campaign ended in January 1916 with the complete withdrawal of Allied

forces after suffering heavy losses.

» Ottoman casualties were immense (over 250,000 dead or wounded), but the victory

became a symbol of resistance and national pride.
» Mustafa Kemal emerged as a national hero, elevating his reputation, which later helped
him lead Turkey’s War of Independence and establish the Republic of Turkey in 1923.
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Significance of Gallipoli in World History

* For the Allies, Gallipoli was one of the most costly failures of WWI.

* For the Ottomans, it was a defining defensive success that prolonged their participation in
the war.

* For Australia and New Zealand (ANZAC), the campaign became a national memory,
shaping their identity—commemorated every year on ANZAC Day (25 April).

» For Mustafa Kemal, Gallipoli cemented his status as the savior of the Ottoman homeland
and laid the foundation for his role as Atatiirk (Father of the Turks).

Jomo Kenyatta: Kenya’s First President (1963—-1978)

Historical Background

» Jomo Kenyatta (1897-1978) was a Kenyan nationalist leader who played a central role in
the country’s independence movement against British colonial rule.

* Before becoming President, he was an important leader of the Kenya African National
Union (KANU), which led the struggle for independence.

* He was imprisoned by the British during the Mau Mau uprising (1952-1961), as they saw
him as a key figure inspiring resistance.

Prime Minister of Kenya (1963—-1964)

* In June 1963, after Kenya gained internal self-government, Kenyatta became the first
Prime Minister of Kenya.

* He negotiated the final stages of Kenya’s independence from Britain, which was officially
achieved on 12 December 1963.

* His leadership focused on national unity, reconciliation among ethnic groups, and
modernization of the new state.

President of Kenya (1964-1978)

* On 12 December 1964, Kenya became a Republic, and Jomo Kenyatta was declared the
first President.

* His presidency lasted until his death in August 1978, making him the longest-serving
leader in post-independence Kenya at that time.

* Policies under his leadership included:

— Harambee philosophy (“pulling together”), encouraging collective effort and self-reliance.
— Land reforms, redistributing land from colonial settlers to African farmers, though
criticisms remained about inequalities.

— Non-alignment in foreign policy, balancing ties with both Western and socialist nations
during the Cold War.

— Promotion of education and infrastructure development, laying the foundation for
Kenya’s growth.

Legacy

* Kenyatta is remembered as the “Father of the Nation” of Kenya.

* His policies helped stabilize Kenya after independence, though his later years saw
criticisms of increasing centralization of power and favoritism.

* His family remains influential in Kenyan politics, with his son Uhuru Kenyatta later
becoming President (2013—-2022).
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Kwame Nkrumah: Leader of Ghana’s Independence
(1957)

* Kwame Nkrumah (1909-1972) was a Ghanaian politician, revolutionary, and one of the
most influential leaders of Africa’s independence movements.

* He studied in the United States and the United Kingdom, where he was influenced by
Pan-Africanism and the works of Marcus Garvey and W.E.B. Du Bois.

* On returning to the Gold Coast (colonial Ghana) in 1947, he joined politics and soon
became the face of the independence struggle.

Role in Ghana’s Independence

* In 1949, he founded the Convention People’s Party (CPP) with the slogan “Self-
Government Now”.

* He mobilized mass protests, boycotts, and strikes, which forced the British colonial
government to release him from imprisonment and negotiate political reforms.

* In 1951, while still in prison, Nkrumah'’s party won the first elections under limited self-
government. He was released to become the Leader of Government Business.

* By 1952, he became the Prime Minister of the Gold Coast.

* On 6 March 1957, the Gold Coast achieved independence from Britain and was renamed
Ghana, with Nkrumah as the first Prime Minister and later first President.

Political Philosophy and Leadership

* Nkrumah was a strong supporter of Pan-Africanism, believing in the unity of all African
nations against colonialism and neo-colonialism.

* He launched large-scale industrialization and education programs to modernize
Ghana.

* His vision was expressed in the book “Africa Must Unite”, where he argued for a United
States of Africa.

* He became a founding member of the Organization of African Unity (OAU) in 1963.

Challenges and Decline

* His ambitious projects created economic strain, leading to rising debts.

* In 1966, while Nkrumah was abroad, his government was overthrown in a military coup
supported by external powers.

* He lived in exile in Guinea until his death in 1972.

Nguyén Sinh Cung and the Founding of Vietnam (1945)

+ Nguyén Sinh Cung, later known as H6 Chi Minh (1890-1969), was a Vietnamese
revolutionary leader and the principal figure in Vietham’s struggle for independence from
French colonial rule.

* He traveled extensively in Europe, the United States, and Asia, learning about socialism,
communism, and anti-colonial movements.

« H6 Chi Minh became the founder of the Indochinese Communist Party in 1930, which
aimed to organize the Vietnamese people against colonial oppression.

Founding of Vietham
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* After Japan’s defeat in World War Il in 1945, the French attempted to reassert control over
Vietnam, which was under Japanese occupation during the war.

« On 2 September 1945, H5 Chi Minh declared the independence of the Democratic
Republic of Vietham from colonial powers, reading the Proclamation of Independence in
Hanoi’s Ba Dinh Square.

* This date marks the official founding of modern Vietnam, with H& Chi Minh as its first
President.

Political Leadership and Vision

« H6 Chi Minh promoted national unity and socialist reforms, focusing on land
redistribution to peasants and education for all.

* He was a key figure in the First Indochina War (1946—-1954) against French colonial
forces, which culminated in the Geneva Accords of 1954, dividing Vietham temporarily into
North and South.

* He led North Vietham (Democratic Republic of Vietnam) until his death in 1969, guiding
the country through major social, political, and economic reforms.

Giuseppe Garibaldi and His Role in Uruguay

» Giuseppe Garibaldi (1807-1882) was an lItalian revolutionary, soldier, and nationalist who
played a central role in the unification of Italy.

* Before his Italian campaigns, Garibaldi spent significant periods in exile, particularly in
South America, where he engaged in revolutionary movements in Brazil and Uruguay.

» He became known for his military leadership, guerrilla tactics, and commitment to
republican ideals.

Role in Uruguay

* Garibaldi arrived in Uruguay in 1836 during its civil war between the Blancos and
Colorados, two political factions vying for control.

* He led volunteer forces, including Italian expatriates and local fighters, supporting the
Colorado faction, which sought liberal and democratic reforms.

+ Garibaldi became a key figure in the reconstitution and defense of Uruguay, particularly
in campaigns along the River Plate and Uruguay River regions.

* His exploits included naval operations, guerilla warfare, and the defense of
Montevideo, which helped stabilize the nation during a volatile period.

* His South American experience influenced his later military strategies during the Italian
unification campaigns (Risorgimento).

Significant Campaigns in South America

+ Battle of Laguna del Sauce (1842) — Garibaldi’s forces achieved victories against the
Blancos.

* Naval campaigns — Led a small fleet to secure river routes and coastal towns.

* His leadership helped the Colorado government maintain power, contributing to
Uruguay’s eventual political stability.
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Raising concern: The jamming also affects maritime
navigation and critical infrastructure using GNSS. REUTERS

‘Sharp rise in GPS
jamming in aviation
over Baltic Sea

STOCKHOLM

GPS interference affecting aviation over the Baltic
Sea region has risen sharply since 2023 and now
occurs almost daily, Sweden’s Transport Agency
said on Thursday, pointing the finger at Russia.

The number of interference incidents with glo-
bal navigation satellite systems (GNSS), such as
GPS, in Swedish airspace has risen from 55 in 2023
to 733 this year as of August 18, according to new
data presented by the Transport Agency.

“We have done analyses over a longer period
and collected data. We can conclude that the in-
terference is originating from Russian territory,”
Andreas Holmgren, in charge of aviation issues at
the agency, said.

The interference includes both spoofing (false
positioning) and jamming (disruption of signals).

It was initially limited to the eastern areas of
Sweden’s airspace, over international waters.

But it has now “spread both geographically and
in scope... occurring over a larger area over both
land and sea in Sweden”, Mr. Holmgren said in a
statement.

The jamming also affects maritime navigation
and critical infrastructure using GNSS, the agency
said. In early June, Sweden and five other Baltic
Sea countries — Estonia, Finland, Latvia, Lithua-
nia and Poland - raised the issue with the Council
of the International Civil Aviation Organization
(ICAO), of which Russia is a member state.

The ICAO Council “expressed grave concern
over the situation and demanded that Russia
comply with its international obligations and en-
sure an immediate end to the interference”, the
agency said. Despite this, the interference “in the
Baltic Sea region has instead increased”, it added.

A plane carrying EU chief Ursula von der Leyen
was hit by GPS jamming as it readied to land in

_|_ Bulgaria on Monday.

YOUTUBE CHANNEL:

9971932488

‘Sharp rise in GPS jamming in aviation
over Baltic Sea’

‘Fifecd AFR H fTAE W= Sidigd
SiftT # o gfsy

e GPS interference affecting aviation over the Baltic Sea
region has risen sharply since 2023 and now occurs almost
daily, Sweden’s Transport Agency said on Thursday, pointing
the finger at Russia.
wWie o1 uftas ToiNil A AR &1 H5T & 2023 ¥ difee® AR
&7 ¥ fau= &) yyIfad oA arelt sifieg gau A awgfE gs
3R 3fF T AU AT 81 51 7, FIs = R SR e T 8

e The number of interference incidents with global
navigation satellite systems (GNSS), such as GPS, in Swedish
airspace has risen from 55 in 2023 to 733 this year as of August
18, according to new data presented by the Transport Agency.
Uf¥ag TolHl gRT UKId 71T 3P S| & IR, We+ & gaTg &
7 sfidiey oY Afye Afaiee dearse RiIveH (GNSS) & Iy
TIEAY B USATE 2023 H 55 T TGHR 39 I 18 [T & 733 B
TR E

o “We have done analyses over a longer period and
collected data. We can conclude that the interference is
originating from Russian territory,” Andreas Holmgren, in
charge of aviation issues at the agency, said.

Tor A RmH gl ¥ v oRaTe giemae 3w, g o
Y % faawr foar Sk Se1 teh foan| g9 I8 ey Fara
el § fob U5 gEaad e AT AR W B

e The interference includes both spoofing (false
positioning) and jamming (disruption of signals).

=g g H Wb (rera Mr=ifa) ok St (Ryvret o arem)
S e g

e It was initially limited to the eastern areas of Sweden’s
airspace, over international waters.
3 B g Wi & gars g7 & gdf &=t 7, SRRrgia sags &
W deb HIfHd U1

e Butit has now “spread both geographically and in
scope... occurring over a larger area over both land and sea in
Sweden”, Mr. Holmgren said in a statement.

AfP 3rg T8 “UiMfere U A 3R R & a TaT 2. Te= |
Yt R W A R e A A A w1 R, o e I v wu
doll

e The jamming also affects maritime navigation and

critical infrastructure using GNSS, the agency said.

ot A Fel fos ag ST wst AfadEE
o & i yvifad sRar g1

3R GNSS T ITUNT B3 dId HEeayul gi-ardt

e In early June, Sweden and five other Baltic Sea countries — Estonia, Finland, Latvia,
Lithuania and Poland — raised the issue with the Council of the International Civil
Aviation Organization (ICAO), of which Russia is a member state.

o F gora §, e 3R UiT 37 gifees IR i —
feryanfrar oIk Wids — A 39 g &1 SaRIPiy ANR® IgI €IS (ICAO) FT ulvug &
I I3, o 9 U qew I 8|

e The ICAO Council “expressed grave concern over the situation and demanded that
Russia comply with its international obligations and ensure an immediate end to the
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interference,” the agency said.
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o Despite this, the interference “in the Baltic Sea region has instead increased”, it added.
3P dIduc, TWAY “difeeed TR &4 H 39 Soild 9¢ 741§, 398 Sl |

e A plane carrying EU chief Ursula von der Leyen was hit by GPS jamming as it readied to

land in Bulgaria on Monday.
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1. lIT-M tops NIRF rankings; Minister criticises its ‘peer

II'T-M tops NIRF rankings;
Minister criticises its ‘peer
perception’ parameter

4GS |I: Education ]

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

For the seventh straight
year, the Indian Institute of
Technology (IIT), Madras
claimed the top overall po-
sition in the higher educa-
tion rankings announced
by the National Institution-
al Ranking Framework
(NIRF) on Thursday. It also
remained the country’s
best engineering college
for the 10th straight year.

The NIRF’s methodolo-
gy, however, came in for
some criticism from Union
Education Minister Dhar-
mendra Pradhan, who pre-
sented the India Rankings
2025 awards. He was espe-
cially sceptical about the
‘peer perception’ parame-
ter, that carries 10% of
marks for the ranking, and
suggested that the NIRF
should ensure that govern-
ment-funded institutions
do not fall behind because
of this yardstick.

After the 2024 rankings,
States and State-run educa-
tional institutions had al-
leged that the rankings re-
flected “regional bias” as
metropolitan education in-
stitutions score higher on
the “peer perception’ crite-
ria, in comparison to sub-
urban or State-run higher
education institutions.

The other parameters
that the NIRF currently
considers for the overall
category are teaching,
learning, and resources;
research and professional
practice; graduation out-
comes; and research and
inclusivity.

Mr. Pradhan said he was
confident that the NIRF
would evolve into one of
the best accreditation fra-
meworks by including
more parameters such as
entrepreneurs created by
an institution, involving
more data-driven ap-
proaches, and including

Overall

Six ITs make it to the best 10 higher educational
institutions in the overall ranking

Indian Institute of Technology, Madras

top 10 |7
2N

kR Indian Institute of Science, Bengaluru

Indian Institute of Technology, Bombay

Indian Institute of Technelogy, Delhi

Indian Institute of Technology, Kanpur

Indian Institute of Technology, Roorkee

AllIndia Institute of Medical Sciences, Delhi

3
F
5
M Indian Institute of Technology, Kharagpur
7
8
9

Jawaharlal Nehru University, Delhi

& ECY Banaras Hindu University, Varanasi
BN SOURCE: NATIOMAL INSTITUTIONAL RANKING FRAMEWORK

more categories and insti-
tutions in the future.

In the tenth edition of
the NIRF rankings, awards
were given in 17 categories
and more institutions have
joined in the process, he
said. “This shows the sta-
ble growth of our higher
education sector,” Mr.
Pradhan said, maintaining
that the challenge is to in-
crease the number of stu-
dents and the quality of
education in the higher
education sector. “Very
soon, a new mechanism
for institutional ranking
will be placed. We will go
by the theory of one na-
tion, one data,” he noted.

The top 100 institutions
in the overall category
comprised 24 State univer-
sities, 22 private deemed
universities, 19 [ITs and the
Indian Institute of Science
(I1Sc), nine private univer-
sities, eight National Insti-
tutes of Technology, seven
Central universities, five
medical institutions, four
Indian Institutes of Science
Education and Research,
one college, and the Indian

Agriculture Research
Institute.
The 1ISc, Bengaluru

topped the Universities ca-
tegory for the tenth con-
secutive year and also
stood first in the Research
Institutions category for
the fifth consecutive year.
IIM Ahmedabad was the
best institution for Man-

agement studies for the
sixth consecutive year. The
All India Institute of Medi-
cal Sciences (AIIMS), New
Delhi occupied the top slot
among Medical institutions
for the eighth consecutive
year.

Jamia Hamdard, New
Delhi is the best place for
studying Pharmacy and IIT
Roorkee retained its top
position in Architecture
and Planning. Hindu Col-
lege in Delhi secured the
first rank among Colleges
for the second consecutive
year, replacing Miranda
House. The National Law
School of India University,
Bengaluru retained its first
position in Law for the
eighth consecutive year.

In the Universities cate-
gory, 11Sc ranked first, fol-
lowed by Jawaharlal Nehru
University, New Delhi; Ma-
nipal Academy of Higher
Education, Manipal; Jamia
Millia Islamia, New Delhi;
and University of Delhi,
Delhi. Jadavpur University,
Kolkata was declared the
best among State Public
Universities, followed by
Anna University, Chennai;
Panjab University, Chandi-
garh; Andhra University,
Visakhapatnam; and Kera-
la University, Thiruvanan-
thapuram.

The Indira Gandhi Na-
tional Open University (IG-
NOU), New Delhi was the
best among Open Universi-
ties.

perception’ parameter

IIT-M 3 NIRF ¥ # =i
+ Waﬁﬁm,ﬁﬁ

TP TR RIAWE"

R &t SATel==T Bl

2. India-China: the
making of a border
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3. As Oli flags Lipulekh
pass, Xi brushes it off as an
India-Nepal bilateral issue
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parameter

IIT-M 3 NIRF Y51 & =i w1 g1fre foam; v A s
TR WA WRTHIER $1 =T &1

o For the seventh straight year, the Indian Institute of Technology (lIT), Madras claimed the
top overall position in the higher education rankings announced by the National
Institutional Ranking Framework (NIRF) on Thursday. It also remained the country’s best
engineering college for the 10th straight year.

A4 TR Y & (7T, WIRHT WIRNFIST R (1IT), HERT A TR B AT HRITTT I
ST (NIRF) RT 9iftd 3= e ¥ & o i = &1ira fovan| og ammar 10d adf Swr &1
HAIY SO Hiaer o 51 36T

e The NIRF’s methodology, however, came in for some criticism from Union Education
Minister Dharmendra Pradhan, who presented the India Rankings 2025 awards. He was
especially sceptical about the ‘peer perception’ parameter, that carries 10% of marks for
the ranking, and suggested that the NIRF should ensure that government-funded
institutions do not fall behind because of this yardstick.
gTdif%, NIRF @1 Sradvummedt & Seiia Riem v ol waue @ oo snamn fireh, frein g
¥HT 2025 PR Td fHU| 98 faRy 0 ¥ e RARM RieR &1 dax degqu 3,
ST X1 & fRTT 10% 3 31 &, 3R 361+ G a1 f NIRF &1 a8 gffera &= anfeu i
WHR R T Nifta SR 39 IS & SR G A 38 A

o After the 2024 rankings, States and State-run educational institutions had alleged that the
rankings reflected “regional bias” as metropolitan education institutions score higher on

the ‘peer perception’ criteria, in comparison to suburban or State-run higher education
institutions.

2024 6T & T1¢, IS4l SR I AT &G TR = SRIY T i ¥ gt
&I I G § il HGTIRIY A&HOTh WA "TRR AR IS W SUTRE AT
Iy aTferd I= e T Bt g § Sifie ofd Ut I B

e The other parameters that the NIRF currently considers for the overall category are teaching,
learning, and resources; research and professional practice; graduation outcomes;
and research and inclusivity.

NIRF aca & w0 9ot & forw o o1 A IR faaR axdn &, d & Rigror, sty iR
TATY; STHYUTT SR ATTHIRS ;[P URUTH; 3R YT T GHTARET|

¢ Mr. Pradhan said he was confident that the NIRF would evolve into one of the best
accreditation frameworks by including more parameters such as entrepreneurs created
by an institution, involving more data-driven approaches, and including more categories
and institutions in the future.

oft 9T A a1 foh S Ay & [ NIRF 3ifids AHEST &1 fird $3b, oY fansdt Hear gIRT
AR fru e Seftr ot T@m, sftre Ser-smuria ef¥aior sioraw ok ufawr & siftre
STt ST TR M PP, TAAT AI=IaT &idl 1 § T o fadRid gl

¢ Inthe tenth edition of the NIRF rankings, awards were given in 17 categories and more
institutions have joined in the process, he said.
NIRF X5+ & gd Txpwor 1, 17 Aforal & qRaR fau u ok siftres =i 39 ufosan &
MTE gY, 35 HaT

e “This shows the stable growth of our higher education sector,” Mr. Pradhan said,
maintaining that the challenge is to increase the number of students and the quality of
education in the higher education sector.
ot g™ 3 HeT, U8 sHR I e 87 7 fRR 3G 1 axifar 8, g8 7d1a g f& T ot
B T-IT TG 3R I e & o e 1 qura=r GuURA 31 8|

o “Very soon, a new mechanism for institutional ranking will be placed. We will go by the
theory of one nation, one data,” he noted.
361+ BT, “Tgd leg G b1 & 1T 4T o a1 fobal U | §9 a1 A=, 991 3T &
Ryl &1 e B 1"

e The top 100 institutions in the overall category comprised 24 State universities, 22 private
deemed universities, 19 lITs and the Indian Institute of Science (lISc), nine private
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universities, eight National Institutes of Technology, seven Central universities, five
medical institutions, four Indian Institutes of Science Education and Research, one
college, and the Indian Agriculture Research Institute.

Ty 90Tt § =t 100 HRT T A o 24 T4 fayfieme, 22 et Svs fayfaeme, 19
IT SR HRH fagmT €I (11Sc), 7t Foft fayfarmera, s Wy Meife! dwim=, ||
Fdta fayfeereay, uiw Rifve TwM, TR yRda g Rier iR sEy™ 9, T
PIaeT 3R HRATT HY ST TR |

e The lISc, Bengaluru topped the Universities category for the tenth consecutive year and
also stood first in the Research Institutions category for the fifth consecutive year.

liSc, TS A fayfemeay Joft & AR gud af =i wi= g1fia fasan SR AR uiad adf
ST FRITT A0ft T off gy =41 Ured foa |

o |IM Ahmedabad was the best institution for Management studies for the sixth
consecutive year.
IM 3EHSTETE TR B TY YU T & g Iy TR 5T

o The All India Institute of Medical Sciences (AlIIMS), New Delhi occupied the top slot
among Medical institutions for the eighth consecutive year.

ATYFEF TR (ANMS), T8 feeeft 3 TR 3imed atf ffere Gl &
i == U )

¢ Jamia Hamdard, New Delhi is the best place for studying Pharmacy and lIT Roorkee
retained its top position in Architecture and Planning.
T ghee, A3 el Wit @Y ugrs ¥ fig Jd9y wIM § SR 1T T3t 7 anfdHeamr
SR wrf=T & SruT Rt ®IT S |

o Hindu College, Delhi secured the first rank among Colleges for the second consecutive
year, replacing Miranda House.
&g ®ra, fRel 7 TR goR ad Hidsl | Ugar M 3R foa1, fiRisT g9 &1 Ui
Bred gul

e The National Law School of India University, Bengaluru retained its first position in Law
for the eighth consecutive year.
ARFE 91 W@ d e 3iEar gfaRid, dudge 7 TR sred adf ST | ugdr I s
AT |

¢ Inthe Universities category, lISc ranked first, followed by Jawaharlal Nehru University,
New Delhi; Manipal Academy of Higher Education, Manipal; Jamia Millia Islamia, New
Delhi; and University of Delhi, Delhi.
fayfaemera 9ot ) 11Sc Ued WM | 38T, 39 91 SaTgvard Hev fayfaemay, 73 fewt;
TfdTITd ThsH 3T TR U=, WivTuTe; Sferar faferar swenfm, =3 feweh; ik fowht
fayfaeme, fewit &1 =iF @1

e Jadavpur University, Kolkata was declared the best among State Public Universities,
followed by Anna University, Chennai; Panjab University, Chandigarh; Andhra
University, Visakhapatnam; and Kerala University, Thiruvananthapuram.
STequR fayfaenea, siaerdr o Isa Grdwf—e fayfaereal § gdgy @it fear m,
$TF a1 oA fayfieney, 3=E; yona fayfieney, 9dve; sy fyfaeme, frmarrwm;
3R Fva fayfaeme, foeasiaqza &1 i @

e The Indira Gandhi National Open University (IGNOU), New Delhi was the best among
Open Universities.

sfewr wieh wfta gea fayfaemera (eNov), 715 et sitom gfraRid & wddg e
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India-China: the making of a border

Being high up in the Himalayas, in a largely unpopulated area, the India-China border has been largely indeterminate and inaccurate. While at present peace

WORLD INSIGHT

Manoj Joshi

ndia has a complicated history with

regards to its border with China.

The border was the product of two

empires — the Manchu and the
British. Being in the Himalayas and in an
unpopulated area, it was not precise.

After Independence, it would have

been prudent for both countries to sit and
lay down a precise and accurate border.
Unfortunately, India took the position that
it knew where the border was and that
there was no need for negotiations. The
Indian position was based on its
confidence in British-era maps, but not on
actual control on the ground.

The beginning of the conflict

While neither India nor China had a
permanent presence in the Aksai Chin, a
barren, high-altitude desert, China in
order to facilitate its control of Tibet built
a highway through the Aksai Chin from
Xinjiang and occupied it. Similarly, in the
east, India established control over
Tawang, a major monastery town in what
is now Arunachal Pradesh. It did so on
the basis of the fact that it had signed a
border agreement with Tibet in 1914, at a
time when Tibet had been independent,
which defined the boundary by the
so-called McMahon Line.

The Chinese suggested various ways to
deal with what they said was an
undefined border. In 1959, they proposed
that the two sides accept a Line of Actual
Control as the border and move forces 20
kms back from it. In 1960, Zhou Enlai,
former Premier of China, came to New
Delhi and proposed a swap where India
would concede the Chinese position in
Aksai Chin in exchange for Chinese
acceptance of India’s claim over
Arunachal Pradesh.

However, India refused. When India
belatedly tried to recapture Aksai Chin, it
led to friction with China and eventually
resulted in the 1962 India-China war. After
the war, the Chinese withdrew to the
areas north of the McMahon Line in the
east, but in the west (Ladakh), they
retained some areas they had captured in
the war.

Post war developments

For nearly one and a half decades, both
sides stayed away from the border. In
1975, India constituted a high-level China
Study Group to monitor the Sino-Indian
border. It was under the directions of this
body that the border was mapped with
satellite imagery, and Indian police/Army
patrols were ordered to regularly police
the border by establishing patrolling
points along it.

In February 1979, Atal Bihari Vajpayee,
who was the foreign minister of the then
Janata Party government, visited Beijing
and became the first senior Indian leader
to go there since the war. Vajpayee, a
veteran parliamentarian, had been a critic
of Nehru's China policy. But in 1979, he
saw his mission as one to restore
normalcy with India’s two neighbours,
Pakistan and China. Though his visit had
to be cut short because of the Chinese
invasion of Vietnam, it did succeed in
restoring a degree of normalcy in
India-China ties. The Chinese motivation
for accepting the Indian outreach was to
ensure that New Delhi did not get too
close to the Soviet Union which was, at
the time, viewed as China’s principal
antagonist.

Deng Xiaoping, China’s supreme
leader, suggested a revival of the 1960
Zhou proposal. In June 1980, in an

and tranquillity at the boundary is what is important, the issue is far from being resolved

New relations: Indian Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru greeting Zhou Enlai, the Chinese Premier, on his arrival in New Delhi, on April 19, 1960. HINOU ARCHIVES

interview with Krishan Kumar, Editor of
Vikrant, a now defunct defence journal,
Deng said that China could recognise the
McMahon Line if India was willing to
recognise the existing status quo. The
Chinese repeatedly tried to push this
proposal but the Indian government, now
headed by Indira Gandhi, comprised of
officials who had not forgiven China for
the 1962 “betrayal”, saw this as an effort
to trade one chunk of Indian territory for
another.

In 1983, the Chinese went a step
further and proposed not just a swap, but
also that India should concede areas their
forces had captured in 1962 in Ladakh.
This proposal was named the ‘LAC Plus’,
and it also was not accepted by the Indian
government.

A time for negotiations

Nevertheless, the two sides resumed their
border talks with the first round being
held in December of 1981. The initial talks
did not yield much. The Chinese pushed
their package deal, while India wanted
the talks to be held sector by sector.
Therefore, the two sides were unable to
come to an agreement. By the fifth round
of talks in September 1984, the Indian
side felt that the Chinese were coming
around to their view, but they were
mistaken. Even as the sixth round began
in November 1985, Chinese Vice-Minister
Liu Shuging informed his Indian
counterpart, Secretary (East) A.P.
Venkateswaran, that there was a bigger
dispute in the eastern sector, and that
India would have to make unspecified
concessions here for the Chinese to be

able to give concessions in the west.
Though they did not state it at the time,
they were demanding that India concede

‘The demand for Tawang was more
fundamental, and represented a shift in
China’s domestic Tibet policy since the
monastery was a major centre of Tibetan
Buddhism and the area around it had
been controlled by Tibet till well after the
1914 agreement.

Further on, Indian and Chinese troops
clashed on the border in Nathu La and
Cho La in Sikkim in 1967, but things
settled down thereafter. In 1975, Sikkim
was incorporated into the Indian Union,
an action that led to Chinese protests.

In 1983, as part of a reset of the overall
Indian security posture against China,
Indian officials began visiting Wangdung
in the region of the Namka Chu river
where the first clashes of the 1962 war
had occurred. In 1986, the Chinese
occupied this region and triggered a crisis
that saw the forward deployment of
Indian forces at a pass overlooking
Wangdung. Under Operation Falcon,
India moved its forces forward along the
entire LAC. The Chinese response was
haphazard as they were clearly taken
aback by this development. In any case,
the two sides soon reached an agreement
to de-escalate the situation. But the crisis
did reveal that the Indian Army was now
very different from the force that suffered
disaster in 1962.

Move towards complete normalcy
By 1985, it was clear to the Chinese that
the Soviet Union’s threat had reduced

India-China: the making of a border

YRA-A: AT &1 fAmtor

the Tawang tract as part of the settlement.

because of their mis-adventure in
Afghanistan. Now in order to check
India’s increasing closeness to the U.S.,
China invited Rajiv Gandhi to Beijing as a
return for Zhou’s 1960 Delhi visit. The
Gandhi visit to China in December 1988
was seen as the beginning of the true
normalisation of ties that had been
sundered by the 1962 war. Deng told Rajiv
“let both sides forget the unpleasant
period in our past relations.” The two
sides agreed to restore, improve and
develop good neighbourly relations.

As for the border, Premier Li Peng
stated that it should be settled on the
basis of mutual understanding and
mutual accommodation (MUMA). Rajiv
Gandhi's response to this was that there
should be a “fair and reasonable...
mutually acceptable solution to this
question.” In the meantime, the two sides
agreed to develop bilateral relations in
other fields which would create the
conditions for a “fair and reasonable”
settlement of the boundary issue.

This was a decisive break from the
past, since till then India had insisted that
without the settlement of the boundary
issue, there could be no normalisation of
ties. This situation suggested that the
priority was to maintain peace and
tranquillity on the borders. The two
countries then eventually re-designated
the meeting of their officials as a “joint
working group” (JWG) on the border issue
to work together for a settlement.

Manoj Joshi is a Distinguished Fellow,
Observer Research Foundation, New Delhi.
This is the first of a three part series on
India-China border relations.

THE GIST

v

While neither India nor China
had a permanent presence in
the Aksai Chin, a barren,
high-altitude desert, China in
order to facilitate its control of
Tibet built a highway through
the Aksai Chin from Xinjiang
and occupied it.

v

In 1960, Zhou Enlai, former
Premier of China, came to New
Delhi and proposed a swap
where India would concede the
Chinese position in Aksai Chin
in exchange for Chinese
acceptance of India’s claim
over Arunachal Pradesh.

v

When India belatedly tried to
recapture Aksai Chin, it led to
friction with China and
eventually resulted in the 1962
India-China war.
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* Being high up in the Himalayas, in a largely unpopulated area, the India-China border
has been largely indeterminate and inaccurate.

fewTer & $EE W, U 73 T R i &9 7, yRa-H4 1 o1t g¢ 0o sifafda
3R YH @ B

* While at present peace and tranquillity at the boundary is what is important, the issue is
far from being resolved.

TR g H e iR hifa 3R fRRET Ae@yy 8, Afd 98 Je gag A 9gd R o

India-China Border Conflict

HRA-d14 T fdare

o India has a complicated history with regards to its border with China. The border was
the product of two empires — the Manchu and the British. Being in the Himalayas
and in an unpopulated area, it was not precise.

YRA BT A & 1Y W DI AHR TH Siied e 381 ¢ | Ig T &1 FHred — HY
IR fafe=mr — 31 Iuat ot ug fRwmery iR 5 &7 1 RUd 1 & HRUT 4SI® a1 AT

o After Independence, it would have been prudent for both countries to sit and lay
down a precise and accurate border. Unfortunately, India took the position that it
knew where the border was and that there was no need for negotiations.
AT & S1G G G P oY T8 FHFIGR] el b d SEHR T el 3R Wy Al
T HRd | gUTIE, YRA - I8 39 U foh 39 Ul & AT 8l ¢ SR JIadid &1 Bl
3Ta=IHd gl 5

e The Indian position was based on its confidence in British-era maps, but not on
actual control on the ground.

YR o1 39 fafesr srefia Fa=n 1R fayra o= semia ur, 7 fo s sidhd R

The Beginning of the Conflict
T Y} gwama

o While neither India nor China had a permanent presence in the Aksai Chin, a
barren, high-altitude desert, China in order to facilitate its control of Tibet built a
highway through the Aksai Chin from Xinjiang and occupied it.

T a1 YR 3R 1 8} I T 3raTS o[ (T soR, I= SaTs arell I a) § Rt
&1 o1, Tfds fasad IR 31U fRTU1 &1 Aogd o= & fog 9 = REforiT 3§
SRS o B1d 8T U o/ ST SR 39 TR deall &R [T |

o Similarly, in the east, India established control over Tawang, a major monastery town
in present-day Arunachal Pradesh, on the basis of the 1914 border agreement
with Tibet (when Tibet was independent), which defined the boundary by the
McMahon Line.

Sl T8, gd ® YRA A 90 SF0ITad USRI & THE Ho-TR aaivT W g0 wifd
fan| g 1914 & fosaa & 1y Far gusha (919 fossa Wda Un) & YR TR T,
fore e b1 Aepate YT ¥ uReifta faan|

e The Chinese suggested various ways to deal with what they said was an undefined
border. In 1959, they proposed that the two sides accept a Line of Actual Control
(LAC) as the border and move forces 20 kms back from it.

A Tar A 39 T SURHTIR AT SIdTd §U SHY ue & s Surd Yee| 1959 H
311 URdTd a1 f S v ardfae fRa=or ¥@T (LAC) & W A 3R 3o I
Y 20 franitey Ui gar d|

e 1In 1960, Zhou Enlai, former Premier of China, came to New Delhi and proposed a
swap where India would concede the Chinese position in Aksai Chin in exchange
for Chinese acceptance of India’s claim over Arunachal Pradesh.
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1960ﬁ%ﬁq$mﬁum@3mﬁq€ﬁﬁﬂ&m@?wﬁﬁmww
a1 fob YR TS foF R A & <1d & WiR & 3R g5 | A Sumad U
TR HRd & &Id B 7AH A |

However, India refused. When India belatedly tried to recapture Aksai Chin, it led to
friction with China and eventually resulted in the 1962 India-China war.

BT, YR 7 U SRATHR HX Tl ofF YR A o I TS 9 B G: g1iRid A
DT DI BT, T I 14 & T 19 YT g1 3R 3fdd: 1962 BT YRA-IH g5 gofl|
After the war, the Chinese withdrew to the areas north of the McMahon Line in the
east, but in the west (Ladakh), they retained some areas they had captured in the
war.

g & d1C At gd § AP HIG ¥ & IR $ &3 ab Ul ge Y, Al Uiy (agra)
H I35 GG & GRIF Hoalll TS &A1 B ST 4T

Post war developments

g5 & q1¢ P Wi

For nearly one and a half decades, both sides stayed away from the border.

Y71 8¢ GRIT dd G-l U&f W 9 gR g |
In 1975, India constituted a high-level China Study Group to monitor the Sino-Indian
border.

1975 T, YRd A IH-YRA W1 DT AR & 1T T 3= Wiy 9 Srera=T |ygg &1
T3 faa|

It was under the directions of this body that the border was mapped with satellite
imagery, and Indian police/Army patrols were ordered to regularly police the border
by establishing patrolling points along it.

=4 e & e R S &) I fsl € A fasan T $iR YRR gfer/AmT &t
o R Fafid TRd SR 3 o AQHRAT wrges Rifhd A 1 s faan

In February 1979, Atal Bihari Vajpayee, who was the foreign minister of the then
Janata Party government, visited Beijing and became the first senior Indian leader
to go there since the war.

BRaR 1979 H, Sree fOgRY areTudt, S 39 Iy B SidT UTéf AP H faqw w3t
¥, 3 FfRT &1 RT3 SIR g & 91 G561 O aTcd Ul ARy HRAT aT &
Vajpayee, a veteran parliamentarian, had been a critic of Nehru’s China policy. But
in 1979, he saw his mission as one to restore normalcy with India’s two neighbours,
Pakistan and China.

oY, U IRy e, Age B 99 Hifd & 3MaEd e U1 Afpa 1979 H, I8
;@mwéﬁu@w,m@ﬁﬁqﬁwuwﬁﬁmm
&7 |

Though his visit had to be cut short because of the Chinese invasion of Vietnam, it
did succeed in restoring a degree of normalcy in India-China ties.

gIcTiids IIoh1 AT bl A FIRT FAATATH UR SATHHUT & HRUT BICT DHRAT U, b
Y YRA-IF Yaeif § $3 g8 db YA §81 8l 718 |

The Chinese motivation for accepting the Indian outreach was to ensure that New
Delhi did not get too close to the Soviet Union, which was at the time viewed as
China’s principal antagonist.

YRATT T0F BT WHR B & A4 I BT IR g AT H1 o1 i 718 et
Tifaad T9 & I8 B9 1 Y, SR 39 99T I &1 Je7 Ufdggl T S Tl
Deng Xiaoping, China’s supreme leader, suggested a revival of the 1960 Zhou
proposal.

I & are T 3 RETSNiT 7 1960 FS WRATd & GSiad HA &1 g4 |
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e In June 1980, in an interview, Deng said that China could recognise the McMahon
Line if India was willing to recognlse the existing status quo.

S 1980 B, U WETHR H, <71 3 Hel s afe yRa Mol autfRufa &1 armadr g3 &t
JTR ® @1 1 Aep i YT B AT S Gl 21

e The Chinese repeatedly tried to push this proposal but the Indian government,
headed by Indira Gandhi, saw this as an effort to trade one chunk of Indian territory
for another.

I A TR-IR T YA I 3F GG P DIRIR ! a1 gfeRT Meh & =g aret
YR TRBR A 3 URAT &8 & TS g8 B gUR I 9Ga- & YN & =0 § ¢/

¢ In 1983, the Chinese proposed the ‘LAC Plus’, where India should concede areas
their forces had captured in 1962 in Ladakh. This was not accepted by India.

1983 T, A3 - "TATRI WY &1 URaTd 34T, o URd &1 1962 W AgRa § Hoor I
T 7T &3 Y B U1 58 YR A WeR 7 fpa|

A time for negotiations

AT T HHG
e The two sides resumed their border talks with the first round being held in December
1981.

Q1 gell A faiar 1981 T Ugcll d6® & WY S{U-T T a1 i I & 1

e The initial talks did not yield much. The Chinese pushed their package deal, while
India wanted the talks to be held sector by sector.

EIREIG]| q|c1|&ﬁ3?r\sq|m <fTo et fean| it 3 o Udbe S R SR faar, Safs
YR agd o7 f& aral &@=7aR g1l

o By the fifth round in September 1984, the Indian side felt the Chinese were coming
around to their view, but they were mistaken.

RIdeR 1984 o1 UiEdl 96& do YR Ul & T b <+ I T8 A=F ol 3,

NIEEERGEERT

¢ In the sixth round (November 1985), Chinese Vice-Minister Liu Shugqing told
Indian Secretary (East) A.P. Venkateswaran that there was a bigger dispute in the
eastern sector and India would have to make concessions there.
TS SR (Faax 1985) H, Tt Iu-H=A ferg it 7 WRdig v (qd) Tt dweyR
3 Be1 o qdf & o €71 faare § iR YRd &1 agt farrd &=t gt

e They were demanding that India concede the Tawang tract as part of the settlement.
d T &R g ¥ fb YRA 90 & ¥ & &0 & qaivT 89 31

e The demand for Tawang was fundamental, since it was a maJor centre of Tibetan
Buddhism, and had been controlled by Tibet well after the 1914 agreement.
TART DI 7T gaE! A, Fifer a8 fasadt di o &1 @ &% o, 3R 1914 TS
b P! §1G deb fefssid ob 4401 H T

e Indian and Chinese troops clashed in 1967 at Nathu La and Cho La in Sikkim, but
things settled thereafter.

1967 ¥ fifama & 1Y &1 3R T @1 & UR SR A+ ¥ fYS, afes a1e & grara
BIEI R

e In 1975, Sikkim was incorporated into the Indian Union, which led to Chinese
protests.
1975 T Rifdewn &1 WRdta da o =nfire fovar wa, fora =i A faRty gt S|

e In 1983, Indian officials began visiting Wangdung in the Namka Chu river region
(site of first clashes of 1962). In 1986, the Chinese occupied this region, triggering a
crisis.

1983 H YR SHTBINGN F THHT T Y & T TG BT GRT BT L& 14T (S8 1
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1062 B! Ugel 75U g% o | 1986 T, NI I 59 &5 R oot o o1, B depe T

R

Under Operation Falcon, India moved its forces forward along the entire LAC. The
Chinese were taken aback and responded haphazardly.

ST TP & dod YR - I TATH TR 3O T4 3 Jere | It 39 fdam
T die Y SR Srinfdd aias & ufafesar

Both sides soon reached an agreement to de-escalate the situation. The crisis
revealed that the Indian Army was now very different from the force that suffered
disaster in 1962.

GIHI &l Seg ot FRUF &1 XMid R IR U5 Hd 81 T¢I 39 Ydhe 9 Ig WY g3l fov URe
BT 39 1962 P1 GR - arel! 1 9 faepa et ot

Move towards complete normalcy
YUl ATH=IET Bt 3R 981

By 1985, it was clear to the Chinese that the Soviet Union’s threat had reduced
because of their mis-adventure in Afghanistan.

1985 dop, Al & fore a5 Ty 8 a1 fb MfAud TY BT WaRT 375 MBI A
TTAd HeaH & HRUT HH gl 191 U

Now in order to check India’s increasing closeness to the U.S., China invited Rajiv
Gandhi to Beijing as a return for Zhou’s 1960 Delhi visit.

3T HRA DI SARBT & 1Y Tl Aolcid! Bl A & g, i = et wich o1
ST swfad fora, St 1960 W 319 & it S &1 UgTR Tl

The Gandhi visit to China in December 1988 was seen as the beginning of the true
normalisation of ties that had been sundered by the 1962 war.

faaR 1988 T el &1 I SRT 37 Taie BT IRAMID AR BT 3T AT T
o8 1962 & g5 = i faam 41l

Deng told Rajiv, “let both sides forget the unpleasant period in our past relations.”
The two sides agreed to restore, improve and develop good neighbourly relations.
&1 7 Iolla F g, ST T SR fwd Jeiel & 40T IR &) yet 17 Sl uef 3y
TSI el ! 98Td, GUR 3R BRI 1 IR ¥gHd gul

As for the border, Premier Li Peng stated that it should be settled on the basis of
mutual understanding and mutual accommodation (MUMA).

A1 & Toy |, gurH oft O 3 e 5 33 U Iwer ofiv Ut JgaT
(MUMA) & 3TYR TR eI ST A1

Rajiv Gandhi’s response to this was that there should be a “fair and reasonable...
mutually acceptable solution to this question.”

39 R Ieig il & ufafear o i 53 vy &1t =amayut SR adhad. .. ot
WoTd AT BT A1

In the meantime, the two sides agreed to develop bilateral relations in other fields
which would create the conditions for a “fair and reasonable” settlement of the
boundary issue.

39 o, 1 Uall 1 3 & | fRuafia el i faeiiid B IR JgHid Sdrs forad
w1 faare & “=maguf 3R adhTe THTeE Bt uRfRufaal s I |

This was a decisive break from the past, since till then India had insisted that
without the settlement of the boundary issue, there could be no normalisation of ties.
I8 3fdid ¥ U [uilae Sgara oT, Fifs dd I HRd 39 UR ST g7 T fob
faare & JETeE & fom et &1 IR $Ha T8l ¢

This situation suggested that the priority was to maintain peace and tranquillity on
the borders.

=g fRUfT O Tbd frar & wmufiredr Tarsit or wnifa eiiv fRRETr 39w @1 81
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e The two countries then eventually re-designated the meeting of their officials as a
“joint working group (JWG)” on the border issue to work together for a settlement.

CICR:KAR|

3= 7 3o SRl Bt So o) W faare R “wged Srder

e

(JWG)’ & =0 T g: A1l o drfes § JaTem™ o fore fae: &H #R I |

As Oli flags Lipulekh pass, Xi brushes
it off as an India-Nepal bilateral issue

Nepal's claim meets a familiar response as the foreign policy tilt towards Beijing raises concerns in Kathmandu amid evolving regional dynamics; a

recent deal between India and China on August 19 to reopen Lipulekh as a bilateral trade route had sparked widespread opposition in Nepal

NEWS ANALYSIS

Sanjeev Satgainya
KATHMANDU

epal Prime Minister
NK.P. Sharma Oli on

Saturday conveyed
to Chinese President Xi
Jinping that Lipulekh is Ne-
pali territory, in the first
such assertion by a Nepali
leader before the Chinese
President since 2015. Mr.
Oli, who was on a five-day
visit to China to participate
in the Shanghai Coopera-
tion Organisation (SCO)
summit, also held bilateral
talks with Mr. Xi in Tianjin
in China on Saturday.

A statement issued by
the Embassy of Nepal in
Beijing said: “Referring to
the recent understanding
reached between India
and China on border trade
through the Lipulekh Pass,
Prime Minister Oli stated
that the territory belongs
to Nepal and that the Go-
vernment of Nepal has re-
gistered its strong objec-
tion to the same.”

A recent deal between
India and China on August
19, during Chinese Foreign
Minister Wang Yi’s visit to
New Delhi to reopen Lipu-
lekh as a bilateral trade
route, had sparked wides-
pread opposition in Nepal.

India has historically
claimed Lipulekh, along
with Limpiyadhura and Ka-
lapani, as its own. Howev-
er, in 2020, Nepal pu-
blished a map to lay claim
to the territory.

Nepal’s statement has
no mention of the Chinese
response.

Il; a first: Nepal Prime Minister K.P. Sharma Oli and Chinese President Xi Jinping hold a bilateral meeting,

by - o R

ahead of the Shanghai Cooperation Organization Summit 2025, in Tianjin, China, on August 30. REUTERS

Nepal Foreign Secretary
Amrit Bahadur Rai, howev-
er, told the media that Mr.
Xi, in his response, said:
“Lipulekh is a traditional
border pass, and an agree-
ment has been made to op-
erate it accordingly. China
respects Nepal’s claim, but
since the border dispute is
a bilateral issue [between
India and Nepall, it is so-
mething for the two sides
to resolve.”

Nepali foreign policy
watchers say the develop-
ment is more likely to com-
plicate the border issue
than to resolve it.

Both Nepal and India
have expressed willingness
to resolve border issues,
but with differing framing.

After the August 19 deal,
Nepal’s Ministry of Foreign
Affairs said the next day:
“...the government of Ne-
pal remains committed to
resolving the boundary is-
sue between the two coun-
tries through diplomatic

means, based on historical
treaties and agreements,
facts, maps and evidence.”
Delhi reacted the same
day, saying India remains
open to “constructive inte-
raction” with Nepal on the
agreed-upon outstanding
boundary issues through
dialogue and diplomacy.
Nepal’s territorial claims,
India said, are “neither jus-
tified nor based on histori-
cal facts and evidence.”
Chandra Dev Bhatta, a
Kathmandu-based political
scientist, said the crux of
the problem is how to find
the door to dialogue. “Ne-
pal’s decision to publish
the map and incorporate it
in the constitution gives
Delhi enough room to ar-
gue that the door has been
closed,” said Mr. Bhatta.
“And now, by raising the is-
sue before the highest lea-
dership of China — which
says it’s not a party to that
dispute — Nepal seems to
have complicated the mat-

ter further, deliberately or
inadvertently.”

Earlier in June, India
and China also agreed to
resume the Kailash Mansa-
rovar Yatra via Lipulekh. In
2015, Nepal’s two neigh-
bours had signed an agree-
ment for trade via Lipu-
lekh.The then-government
in Kathmandu, led by the
Nepali Congress’s Sushil
Koirala, had sent diplomat-
ic notes to both Delhi and
Beijing. This time too,
Kathmandu sent notes to
both of its neighbours, ac-
cording to Foreign Ministry
officials. The Ministry, ho-
wever, has not made any
formal announcement in
that regard.

Sanjay Upadhya, a U.S.-
based Nepali author, said
that Mr. Xi reiterated Beij-
ing’s traditional affirma-
tion that China has always
supported Nepal’s sove-
reignty and territorial inte-
grity. While preparing the
press releases, both sides

agreed to omit any refe-
rence to an issue that could
affect — and even worsen —
ties with India, according
to him.

“As our Foreign Ministry
took a calculated backseat
in public, Nepal secured
the ‘concession’ to allow its
embassy in Beijing to issue
a press release mentioning
the Lipulekh issue, with
our Foreign Secretary elab-
orating on the discussions
between Mr. Oli and Mr. Xi,
targeting a Nepali au-
dience,” said Mr. Upadhya.

Shifting sands

Though Mr. Oli was expect-
ed to meet Prime Minister
Narendra Modi in China, it
did not materialise. There
is growing pressure in Ne-
pal for Mr. Oli to raise the
Lipulekh issue just as
strongly with the Indian
leadership during his up-
coming visit to Bodh Gaya.

Mr. Oli is set to visit In-
dia but the date has not
been finalised yet.

Mr. Oli’s relations with
Delhi have not been
smooth, largely due to his
ultranationalist stance
rooted in anti-India senti-
ment, coupled with a per-
ceived tilt towards the
north. But lately, the sands
are shifting. In light of set-
backs in the neighbour-
hood - vis-a-vis Bangla-
desh, Sri Lanka and the
Maldives — and the United
States’ recent harsh tariff
moves, New Delhi seems to
be making a renewed push
for its ‘Neighbourhood
First’ policy.

Mr. Oli’s visit to China —
his second within a year —
happened against this

backdrop.

Anurag Acharya, Direc-
tor at Policy Entrepreneurs
Inc, a Kathmandu-based
think tank says Mr. Oli’s
participation in the SCO is
a significant development
for Nepal.

But regarding the boun-
dary issue, Mr. Acharya
adds that while Nepal is
right to register its objec-
tion with the Chinese side,
discretion should have
been exercised on diplo-
matically sensitive matters.

The Chinese statement
noting that Mr. Oli said
“Nepal supports the Global
Development Initiative,
the Global Security Initia-
tive (GSI) and the Global Ci-
vilization Initiative pro-
posed by China” has
further perplexed some ex-
perts. Mr. Oli also attended
the Chinese Victory Parade
in Beijing on Wednesday.
Nepal, currently a dialogue
partner, is seeking obser-
ver status in the SCO.

Experts say Nepal’s ef-
forts to seek observer sta-
tus in the SCO, Mr. Oli’s
nod to participate in the
Beijing Victory Parade, and
his support for the GSI
create a larger diplomatic
picture that suggests a tilt
towards China.

According to Mr. Bhatta,
Nepal’s diplomacy is on a
tightrope — and in such
times, the simultaneous
nature of such moves
could lead to increased
concerns from India, the
US., and other global
partners about Nepal’s
alignment.

(Sanjeev Satgainya is a
Jjournalist based in
Kathmandu)

As Oli flags Lipulekh pass, Xi brushes it off as an India-Nepal
bilateral issue

oId 3fteft 7 forger g< &1 geT 3o, M A 58 URd-AUTd &1
feueha wrwe saran
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Nepal’s claim meets a familiar response as the foreign policy tilt towards Beijing raises concerns in
Kathmandu amid evolving regional dynamics; a recent deal between India and China on August
19 to reopen Lipulekh as a bilateral trade route had sparked widespread opposition in Nepal.

AUTE & 14 $I U5 ot wfafsar fireh Fife i @1 ek g fad=r ifa 3 sgad s

Tiexa & 9 Srenig & Riad 5¢1 4l €; 19 3R &1 URd 3R 919 & & forgaa &

%&ﬂuwwﬁ%wﬁﬁwﬁ@aﬁ%ﬁm@m@ﬁﬁﬁwﬁW'%ﬂﬁw
T

Nepal Prime Minister K.P. Sharma Oli on Saturday conveyed to Chinese President Xi Jinping
that Lipulekh is Nepali territory, in the first such assertion by a Nepali leader before the Chinese
President since 2015.

urel & guTTHAT 3.9, Tt sitelt A AfaR 1 = & Tyt R ol @l ug wer e
forgere Aureht &1 B, 7% 2015 F a1e el “rureft e gRT A= yufa & e frar w

UE THT AT B |

Mr. Oli, who was on a five-day visit to China to participate in the Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation (SCO) summit, also held bilateral talks with Mr. Xi in Tianjin, China on Saturday.
oft 3feh, S TrETS JTEUT e (@IS Iad § 4T a4 & fore D= 9t i feadia arn
W 3, IFH IFGR I 99 & Frarier & o =it & ary fgueha amaf 1t 31

A statement issued by the Embassy of Nepal in Beijing said: “Referring to the recent understanding
reached between India and China on border trade through the Lipulekh Pass, Prime Minister
Oli stated that the territory belongs to Nepal and that the Government of Nepal has registered its
strong objection to the same.”

i ATl GATaT §R1 IR U 99T | &gl T41: “frgad g & arend & Har AR
TR YR 3R 919 & 7 3ra € A g3 T0 &1 I dd gu, gurH=t 3ielt A we1 fob ag

& 4T T § 3R AUTd TRBR A THPT H9T faRIY g6l HRAT g 1
A recent deal between India and China on August 19, during Chinese Foreign Minister Wang
Yi’s visit to New Delhi, to reopen Lipulekh as a bilateral trade route, had sparked widespread
opposition in Nepal.

19 3R @1 -1 fagzr vt aiv At &Y 7% foweht amn & SR URd ok 919 & i fergara
P! fguehta amurR arf & Fu o fFr ¥ Wem & g gu gusia 3 Aura § s Ry &t
o foar
India has historically claimed Lipulekh, along with Limpiyadhura and Kalapani, as its own.

YR 3 UfaetRie =9 ¥ fergere, fiffrareR ik Srarar uR 3o grar fean 81
However, in 2020, Nepal published a map to lay claim to the territory.
gTefifeh, 2020 ¥, AT = I & W &A1 Sa & g T At yestiia fan
Nepal’s statement has no mention of the Chinese response.

AUTA & 9419 § 9 B ufafepar #1 1S Saa 781 8|
Nepal Foreign Secretary Amrit Bahadur Rai, however, told the media that Mr. Xi, in his response,
said: “Lipulekh is a traditional border pass, and an agreement has been made to operate it
accordingly. China respects Nepal’s claim, but since the border dispute is a bilateral issue
[between India and Nepal], it is something for the two sides to resolve.”

AuTa & fad=r afa s I - HifSar & aarn fo ot =0 = sro ufafesar o o
frgaE ue yRuie W1 Rl 8, iR 39 I SguR Tferd B & fore ues qwshan
o T 8 1 9 AuTe & S1a T R Hean 8, A g W faare ve fjuefa ger @
[YRE 3R AU & §H), 3 a1 uel 3§ g6 AT g 1>

Nepali foreign policy watchers say the development is more likely to complicate the border issue
than to resolve it.

ureft fad=r Hife faRrwst &1 w1 ¢ % a8 gerwn W faare @) 50 $3 & a9 39 3R
Sfed 9 BT HUTAT 3fUd T g

Both Nepal and India have expressed willingness to resolve border issues, but with differing
framing.

AUTE 3R URE G A T Y& D) 56 B B 3071 R DI 3, Al SAET-3 T =B Ioit
&A1Y

After the August 19 deal, Nepal’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs said the next day: “...the government
of Nepal remains committed to resolving the boundary issue between the two countries through
diplomatic means, based on historical treaties and agreements, facts, maps and evidence.”
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19 3T & A & S5, AUTd F A WA 3 377t e gt «.. AT TRPR Sf =ik
F g I gE, 7 Aceriie Tt ik wwshal, g, At ok Iqdl & YR )
Pe-ifas alid! A g v & fow ufaas g1”

Delhi reacted the same day, saying India remains open to “constructive interaction” with Nepal on
the agreed-upon outstanding boundary issues through dialogue and diplomacy.

foreett =1 It fo wfafopan <t oik a1 for URa Tgwfa 3 oa War gei wR Harg ok geiifa &
HIEH | AUTE & 1Y "I S qradid” F g R 31

Nepal’s territorial claims, India said, are “neither justified nor based on historical facts and
evidence.”

AUt & =T I, URd A wel, «F a1 IR § 8k 7 g tfvetiie auwt ok ggEl =
uTia 17

Chandra Dev Bhatta, a Kathmandu-based political scientist, said the crux of the problem is how to
find the door to dialogue.

FToUIg YT TeHITa® IS % 3d U 2 H81 [ T &1 T foig T8 © s darg &1
TR $9 @il oy

“Nepal’s decision to publish the map and incorporate it in the constitution gives Delhi enough
room to argue that the door has been closed,” said Mr. Bhatta.

“YYTel BT AR YHIRT I 3R ¥ WA § MiHa $3 o7 fAoig fewdt ot a5 9
A & fore vafe snum a1 @ % Ware &1 gR o gt man 8, ot ug A Fwll

“And now, by raising the issue before the highest leadership of China — which says it’s not a
party to that dispute — Nepal seems to have complicated the matter further, deliberately or
inadvertently.”

“3iR 3fq, 99 F Tate Aqa F ATHA Ig YeJ SoTH — il Hgdl & % 98 59 farg 1
PR 81 & — AUTe A THGHBR T 3 A ATHS Y 3R wifed g1 fear g1»

Earlier in June, India and China also agreed to resume the Kailash Mansarovar Yatra via
Lipulekh.

Ugd oA #, URd 3R 919 A FRiqaa & areny / S AFRiaR I iR A R FE R

HeHAfd e &l |

In 2015, Nepal’s two neighbours signed an agreement for trade via Lipulekh.

égﬁ,ﬁﬁ%ﬁ@?ﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁ@ﬁa%mmﬁw%mwm@%wm&m
I

The then-government in Kathmandu, led by Nepali Congress’s Sushil Koirala, had sent

diplomatic notes to both Delhi and Beijing.

TPTeNH BToHIG AP, TGS g AuTelt HH P AT Higrar w1 k| 3, 7 et siv

i g1 Bt IR Hie 4 A

This time too, Kathmandu sent notes to both of its neighbours, according to Foreign Ministry

officials.

39 SR fl, HToHig A YA 1 TSI N ®f Ale Wol, fag=r darea it & SR |
The Ministry, however, has not made any formal announcement in that regard.

BT, FATErd 3 39 ey A HYE SRS WU T A 2 |

Sanjay Upadhya, a U.S.-based Nepali author, said that Mr. Xi reiterated Beijing’s traditional
affirmation that China has always supported Nepal’s sovereignty and territorial integrity.

Q. ATUTRT AT AP Hord IUTHTT - Sl [ ot <t 7 fifsivr &1 urulive g &

St fos i g Aure F Tuyar iR &g SRS BT JHY Hedar 3T 8|

While preparing the press releases, both sides agreed to omit any reference to an issue that could

affect — and even worsen — ties with India, according to him.

% AR, W fagfterat GuR w3 wwy g1 Ue 39 919 W Jgud gU f fhedt i 3@ g

?mqﬁ%mmwﬁ HRA &A1Y Ha ol oY gHIfad — a1 3R Wt TR1e — 33 wavar
I

“As our Foreign Ministry took a calculated backseat in public, Nepal secured the ‘concession’ to

allow its embassy in Beijing to issue a press release mentioning the Lipulekh issue, with our

Foreign Secretary elaborating on the discussions between Mr. Oli and Mr. Xi, targeting a Nepali

audience,” said Mr. Upadhya.

“SI g1 §AR fagen Hamerd A Arde=e U @ U IS WS g $1 9@ U-RI, Aurd

A ST F 39+ gaTarT &t fiqea e, &1 Iea@ &3 ard! U fagfta o8t o1 @t ge
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Shifting sands

Though Mr. Oli was expected to meet Prime Minister Narendra Modi in China, it did not
materialise.

gTaifer ot 3iieht & 9 # wer = g Md & e #Y sufle &, dfe a8 72t 81 v

There is growing pressure in Nepal for Mr. Oli to raise the Lipulekh issue just as strongly with
the Indian leadership during his upcoming visit to Bodh Gaya.

Aure ® ot 3iieht W g% gara ¢ 381 2 % I v v Stermar g F R YR Aga
& Iy W} frya@ ge; 3t S+t g1 Tear | I |
Mr. Oli is set to visit India but the date has not been finalised yet.

oft 3ieft URT B g W 9 AfF adE snft g gs 8

Mr. Oli’s relations with Delhi have not been smooth, largely due to his ultranationalist stance
rooted in anti-India sentiment, coupled with a perceived tilt towards the north.

oft 3itelt & feeht & Try ey Werdyef ) @, Toud: 39 WRd faRteht yra=r wr smenfa

fIRTFaTl @ 3R IR BT 3R PP B YRV B BRU(|

But lately, the sands are shifting.

e g1 81 H, uikfeuferai aga 81 &

In light of setbacks in the neighbourhood — vis-a-vis Bangladesh, Sri Lanka and the Maldives —
and the United States’ recent harsh tariff moves, New Delhi seems to be making a renewed push

for its ‘Neighbourhood First’ policy.

TSI # rwadrs — faRiuey aivanesy, Hieer ok Hradia & Tedf & — iR Ty =
3HANRPT H BT & Bg SR Bl P 4Td gT, 718 faeeh ro-it wgidt werm =fife of e &
T T FT YA Fell fea ¥E1 3l

Mr. Oli’s visit to China — his second within a year — happened against this backdrop.

st et Bt T amr o af F iR I g AT s gEyfT A gS)

Anurag Acharya, Director at Policy Entrepreneurs Inc, a Kathmandu-based think tank, says Mr.
Oli’s participation in the SCO is a significant development for Nepal.

SR 3T, ProHig fRUd R ¢ uiferelt Teei=ad §& & fewre, $5a § o 4t siteht
ST TESN § HRT 4T AUTer ¥ Y U@ weayu e 2|

But regarding the boundary issue, Mr. Acharya adds that while Nepal is right to register its
objection with the Chinese side, discretion should have been exercised on diplomatically sensitive
matters.

Afee T e, & T 7 oft st Sied § % graifes Aure &1 i1 ver & Try sruAr farty
f@ﬂﬁ%%ﬂﬁawﬁﬁﬁsﬁamﬁﬁﬁ%mm%mm
T

The Chinese statement noting that Mr. Oli said “Nepal supports the Global Development
Initiative, the Global Security Initiative (GSI) and the Global Civilization Initiative proposed by
China” has further perplexed some experts.

Dt ST F59H ug B 11 fob 4t 3ieft A BT “Aurer 9 gRT YRATad WWled Saaude
sfRfea, wiea Ry sfRmfea Ghewss) ok wiaa Rifdarsere sffkfea &1
U a1 87, 7 PO faug &1 ik yRa s few 21

Mr. Oli also attended the Chinese Victory Parade in Beijing on Wednesday.

ot 3itelt A gUaR &1 AAfoi 7 - fasra i F ot yrr feram

Nepal, currently a dialogue partner, is seeking observer status in the SCO.

AT, ST adHH B WaTg AT9eR ¢, TN # udderd o1 gul urtd ST argen 2|

Experts say Nepal’s efforts to seek observer status in the SCO, Mr. Oli’s nod to participate in the
Beijing Victory Parade, and his support for the GSI create a larger diplomatic picture that
suggests a tilt towards China.

IR &1 Fe & I Aura & TaRite ¥ wdders &1 gt u & yarw, i e e o
YRT a4 & fore ot oneft &1 Teufa, ok shiwwsns & ufda 39@1 G9dH U@ g1 He-lfad
uRERg T4 &, St 99 31 SR gobra ST HPa g & |
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According to Mr. Bhatta, Nepal’s diplomacy is on a tightrope — and in such times, the
simultaneous nature of such moves could lead to increased concerns from India, the U.S., and
other global partners about Nepal’s alignment.

oft Ug & IR, AUTA Bt Feiid TP Rfa A8 — iR T 999 &, 39 TRE & HeHl
P THATY UPTa URd, MRS 3R 3= AIFIERI BT AUTA & T B ABR dgalt
fRidrat ST RO a7 FH 1 3|
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Auto, pharma hail GST revamp; airlines upset
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GST 2.0 is a landmark in India’s tax journey
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Trump’s tariff war as opportunity for the Global
South

YR $1 B AT | SHeAd) 2.0 T Hid BT URR B
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1 fefored wiewid uR arfvrfue yivor o) fafaafia
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T TTE 3T ST YR&MT (data moat) Wi &1 AfeTRIe
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Auto, pharma hail GST revamp; airlines upset

Auto-makers expect tax cut to boost demand;
airlines slam higher GST on non-economy seats

8GS Ill: Taxation ]
Likes & dislikes

The new GST rates were
largely welcomed by most
sectors, but there were also

some discontents

PO MIXED P
Airlines: 18% rate on
Auto :
Insurance sector: non-economy tickets
manufacturers: M
p Good for consumers, | makes premium travel
Lower tax will - q
but could eat into more expensive,
boost = 5 q 5
profits of insurers. potentially making
demand
some routes unviable
" Apparel makers: Vegetable oil makers:
Pharma: Will PP b

make medicines
maore affordable

Higher GST on
expensive clothes a
negative

Inverted duty structure
should be removed for
vegetable oils

Consumer
appliance firms:
Will lower prices
ahead of the
festive season

Automobile dealers:

Though lower taxes
are welcome, there
are concerns about
potential delaysin
purchases

Micro and cottage
entrepreneurs:
Increase in rate on
labour charges will
increase costs for
MSMEs

QQ

Poor, neo middle-class, mid-
dle-class women, students,
farmers, vouth... everyone will benefit

NARENDRA MODI

Prime Minister

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

hile the goods
Wand services
tax (GST) rate

changes authorised by the
GST Council on Wednes-
day night brought cheer to
the auto, insurance, con-
sumer appliances, phar-
maceuticals, and renewa-
ble energy sectors, among
others, some of that was
tinged with reproach. A
few sectors are outright
upset with the tax changes.

The stock market, too,
reflected this mixed res-
ponse on Thursday, initial-
ly reacting positively but
ending the day nearly flat,
with the Sensex up just
0.2% from the previous
day.

The airlines slammed
the higher GST on non-
economy seats. Vegetable

oil producers called for the
resolution of the inverted
duty structure on edible
oils, which means that the
GST rate on raw materials
in their industry is higher
than the rate on the fin-
ished product.

This mismatch was so-
mething that the Council
corrected for the fertilizer
and man-made textiles
industries.

The increase in the GST
rate for labour charges,
from 12% to 18%, has also
led to some resistance,
with small entrepreneurs
saying that they would be
hit hard by the change.

Mixed response

While the textile industry
has welcomed the revision
of GST rates for both man-
made fibre and cotton sec-
tors, it has also expressed
its disappointment over

Small entrepreneurs say the 12% to 18% GST
levy on labour charges would hit them hard

INSIDE

GST 2.0is a double dose of
support and growth, says PM
» PAGE 6

Congress demands States be

compensated for five years
» PAGE 6

Festive sales to hit top gear
» PAGE 5

the 18% duty for garments
priced above 2,500 each.

The Cloth Manufactur-
ers Association of India
pointed out that such gar-
ments are also consumed
in large numbers by the
common man, especially
in the form of woollens,
wedding wear, traditional
clothing, handlooms, and
embroidered clothes.
Charging 18% GST on these
will make them significant-
ly more costly, it said.

Textile industry disappointed over the 18%
duty for garments priced above 32,500

This nuanced cheer can
be seen in the auto sector
as well.

Auto  manufacturers
have welcomed the rate ra-
tionalisation for the sector,
along with the removal of
the GST Compensation
Cess applicable on cars.

As per the new rates, en-
try-level and mid-segment
cars priced up to %14 lakh
will see a tax reduction of
up to 13 percentage points,
while high-end cars with
engines above 1200 cc too
are set to see an 8 to 10 per-
centage point cut in their
tax rate.

Auto dealers, however,
have voiced some worries
about consumers postpon-
ing their purchases until
September 22, when the
new rates come into force,
and have called for greater
clarity on what happens to
the cess on vehicles they

Auto, pharma hail GST revamp; airlines upset

3fTel, BT 4 GST YR &1 W1 fhaT; TuRarsd ARG

Auto-makers expect tax cut to boost demand; airlines slam higher GST on

non-economy seats

have already bought from
manufacturers but not yet
sold to customers.

The renewable energy
sector, too, has praised the
decision to reduce taxes on
renewable energy compo-
nents from 12% to 5% as a
progressive step towards
accelerating India’s clean
energy transition by lower-
ing costs for critical tech-
nologies such as solar cells
and other renewable ener-
gy devices.

Consumer  appliance
makers were also upbeat
about the GST rate cuts,
saying they would boost
demand, especially in the
run-up to the festive
season.

(With inputs from Sha-
rad Raghavan, Jagriti Chan-
dra, M.  Soundariya
Preetha, Lalatendu Mishra,
Saptaparno  Ghosh, and
Bindu Shajan Perappadan)
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far-fAafarsit HY &3 weldt | |t 9¢1 B IRIIS; TURATSH A AT9-gb A Hiek
TR WUIST GST P S(TAr=T $1

Small entrepreneurs say the 12% to 18% GST levy on labour charges would hit
them hard

BIe UM BT Ha1 8 fF 12% T 18% GST 4H [P W T 32 T3l TRE
gHTfad S

Textile industry disappointed over the 18% duty for garments priced above
¥2,500

eqICTISd TN 22,500 T 3Hf® HIAd arad afuTi W 18% Jed | A=
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Centre and Manipur

govt. ink peace pact

with Kuki-Zo groups
GS lll: Insurgency

Vijaita Singh

NEW DELHI

The Union Home Ministry
and the Manipur govern-
ment signed a Suspension
of Operations (So0) pact
with the Kuki-Zo insurgent
groups on Wednesday with
“re-negotiated terms and
conditions or ground
rules”, the Ministry said on
Thursday. The develop-
ment comes days ahead of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s expected visit to
Manipur on September 13,
his first visit since ethnic
violence between the Kuki-
Zo and Meitei people
erupted in the State on
May 3, 2023.

Security forces will con-
duct verification of cadres
and de-list foreign nation-
als, if any, the Ministry
said. A senior government
official said that once iden-
tified, the foreign nationals
would be deported. The re-
vised ground rules reiter-
ate territorial integrity of
Manipur and relocation of
camps run by insurgent
groups.

Prior to May 3, 2023, the
So0 groups demanded au-
tonomous territorial coun-
cils within Manipur, but
post-violence the demands
changed.

Asked if the So0 groups
have given up their de-
mand for a separate admi-
nistration or Union Territo-
ry with a legislature, Seilen
Haokip, spokesperson Ku-
ki National Organisation
(KNO), one of the signato-
ries, told The Hindu,
“Though the agreement
speaks about territorial in-
tegrity of Manipur, it also
mentions political settle-
ment within the Constitu-
tion of India. The Constitu-
tion speaks about the
integrity of the country,
not a district or a State.”

He added that “negotiat-
ed political settlement
within Constitution of In-
dia” is a new inclusion in

Core pact

The agreement was signed
with ‘re-negotiated terms and
conditions or ground rules’

M The revised ground rules
reiterate terri-
torial integrity | @ I
of Manipur and

relocation of

camps run by

insurgent groups

m The rules also stress
need for a negotiated solu-
tion to bring lasting peace
and stability to the State

the agreement as it was not
there in the 2008 text
when the demand was for
territorial councils in
Manipur.

The Kuki-Zo Council
(KZC), a conglomerate of
civil society organisations,
agreed to open the Nation-
al Highway-2 (Imphal-Di-
mapur) passing through
Kangpokpi district “for the
free movement of commu-
ters and essential goods”,
the Ministry said.

Highway shut

The highway, key to con-
nect the Imphal Valley,
where the Meitei people
live, to Nagaland and As-
sam, and critical for the
supply of essentials and
other commodities, has
been shut for the past two
years for the movement of
the Meitei people.

“The decision came af-
ter a series of meetings bet-
ween officials of MHA and
a delegation of KZC in the
last few days at New Delhi.
KZC has given commit-
ment to cooperate with Se-
curity Forces deployed by
Government of India (Gol)
to maintain peace along
NH-02,” the government
said.

The KZC, however, said
that the highway has never
been blocked and re-
mained open for commu-
ters and for transportation
of essential goods.

9971932488

Centre and Manipur govt. ink
peace pact with Kuki-Zo groups

Fg 3T AR WHR A oI
TYgI & A1y ifd THSNA WR
gwaR fou

e The Union Home Ministry and the Manipur
government signed a Suspension of Operations (So0O)
pact with the Kuki-Zo insurgent groups on Wednesday
with “re-negotiated terms and conditions or ground rules”,
the Ministry said on Thursday.

FEIT g HATAY 3R AR WK 7 PR &I Hal &
FYIR B pobl-ol STATE! THEI & 1Y “T: ardi P15
Tt a1 YR faHl & A1y darad fAes T (So0)
T W gweR fFu |

e The development comes days ahead of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s expected visit to Manipur on
September 13, his first visit since ethnic violence
between the Kuki-Zo and Meitei people erupted in the
State on May 3, 2023.

g geHIhH UYTHA A% didt 3T 13 Rider o1 afdrgr
& URATIAd A6 § $© fod Ugd gl §, St 3 1S, 2023 H
7§ pl-all 3R Agelt HHEMA] & &g STy fgar
YSHA b d1G 31! Ugdll arAl gRil|

e Security forces will conduct verification of cadres
and de-list foreign nationals, if any, the Ministry said.
T A 8T fob YRET T B BT YA BT 3R Tfe
H1g faeel AmYe B, O S T 9 gt fa S|

e A senior government official said that once
identified, the foreign nationals would be deported.

TS INE NBR] HYBRT = F8T fh Th IR Uga- 81 &
a1e faa=ht Arfve &) 31 | fRreawifya = fear s

e The revised ground rules reiterate territorial
integrity of Manipur and relocation of camps run by
insurgent groups.

TN smeRyd ot & afdrR @t esfig srdsar sk
IYATE! Tg! gRT IdE off I3 RIfaRY & w=iaRor &1
CUEIREI

e Prior to May 3, 2023, the SoO groups demanded
autonomous territorial councils within Manipur, but
post-violence the demands changed.

3 Wg, 2023 ¥ Ugd SoO WHg! 7 AR & iar W
& ufvwgl & gi 1 off, oo i & a1g St At
CEGRIE]

o Asked if the SoO groups have given up their
demand for a separate administration or Union
Territory with a legislature, Seilen Haokip,
spokesperson Kuki National Organisation (KNO), one of
the signatories, told The Hindu, “Though the agreement
speaks about territorial integrity of Manipur, it also
mentions political settlement within the Constitution of
India. The Constitution speaks about the integrity of the
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country, not a district or a State.”

9 IBT 71 foh T SoO FHET = ST U I1 faur-Hsd & a1y g TRId W= &1 7
BIS Tt g, A A eT13ifPpu, S FP! AT NAZSRA (KNO) & UgddT 3R T R
GXAIER F_ aTell § 9 US ©, 7 § /og Y del, “gIaliies Gasid & AR & &1 RasdT &t a1d
P TE 8, 399 YR b HIU P Hiaw Ieiiae FHTY o1 off Sooika 71 faur < &t
RIS DI T B 8, 7 fordht e ar =g 11

He added that “negotiated political settlement within the Constitution of India” is a new
inclusion in the agreement as it was not there in the 2008 text when the demand was for
territorial councils in Manipur.

I S FTT & “URA & WAy & WieR arafery smenfea weifas gaiar gasid §
TP 191 UIa4T § Fifd T8 2008 & UTS & 7181 U1, 5§ 717 AforgR o &=fg ufvwel &t ot

The Kuki-Zo Council (KZC), a conglomerate of civil society organisations, agreed to open
the National Highway-2 (Imphal-Dimapur) passing through Kangpokpi district “for the free
movement of commuters and essential goods”, the Ministry said.

P19 BRI (KZC), S TR T W31 61 U THE 7, § SITaD ! forem § TorA
aret TG IASTATI-2 (FTPTA-FEATGR) BT AT 3R $M1a<aeh a3l b1 Wl SMTare]” o ferg
Qi WR YgHfd gad &1, HAT - Hal|

Highway shut
GECEC

The highway, key to connect the Imphal Valley, where the Meitei people live, to Nagaland
and Assam, and critical for the supply of essentials and other commaodities, has been shut for
the past two years for the movement of the Meitei people.

g 8139, @mw(wﬁﬁwm%)ﬁmm@?mﬁsh@%ﬁm
HE@YUl § SR SR ST TUT T A BI SMYff  Forg ore 8, et & et 9 Ageht
TSI o AT F for o B

“The decision came after a series of meetings between officials of MHA and a delegation of
KZC in the last few days at New Delhi. KZC has given commitment to cooperate with
Security Forces deployed by Government of India (Gol) to maintain peace along NH-02,”
the government said.

«gg fufg fea 3o faat & =S Reeht & 8 wmea (MHA) & siftrsTRal sk kze &
iR & did g3 3@ & /e & a1 Tl KZC 3 URd ERPBR (Gol) GRT aHTd FRE&T
el & 1Y NH-02 TR Tifdl ST T8 & foTT TEaRT 3 &1 Ufdaesdl oidls 5,” TRPR = Hgl|
The KZC, however, said that the highway has never been blocked and remained open for
commuters and for transportation of essential goods.
gIaifer, KZC A %1 [ I% g1sd &t dg 81 ga SR I8 TH= ATl & forg e 367 81k
STIRAP ag3il & ufvag & forg off|
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Alert mode: A security offlaal keeps watch as the Beas river flows in spate following mcessant rainin
Kullu district of Himachal Pradesh on Thursday. pTi

SC expresses concern over
avalanche of illegally felled
trees washed up by floods

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

Pointing to media visuals
of huge numbers of logs
floating in floodwaters, the
Supreme Court on Thurs-
day expressed concern ov-
er illegal felling of Hima-
layan trees. “If this goes
on, we will be left with no
forests,” it observed.

The court voiced deep
anguish about floods in Ut-
tarakhand, Himachal Pra-
desh, Jammu and Kashmir,
and Punjab. It said the vi-
suals indicated that illegal
felling of ecologically sensi-
tive Himalayan forests was
on amid the chaos and
deaths caused by natural
disasters.

“This is a very serious is-
sue. Logs are seen flowing
with the flood waters. If
this goes on, we will not
have any forests left. In
Punjab, entire villages are
inundated. Development is
needed, but not at the cost
of the environment and
lives,” Chief Justice of India
B.R. Gavai observed.

Solicitor-General Tush-
ar Mehta said he would
speak with the Environ-

ment Secretary on the
same day. The Secretary
would get in touch with the
Chief Secretaries of these
States.

Mr. Mehta, who was pre-
sent in the courtroom for
the next case, intervened
after the Bench, also com-
prising Justice Vinod Chan-
dran, asked him to.

The top law officer
agreed with the court that
the situation cannot be al-
lowed to continue. “This
just cannot be,” Mr. Mehta
said.

The court also issued
notice to the National High-
way Authority of India
(NHAI) after the petitioner,
Anamika Rana, represent-
ed by advocate Akash
Vashishtha, said there
were 14 tunnels between
Chandigarh and Manali
that turn into death traps
during floods.

‘Payback from nature’
The petitioner’s counsel
said at least 300 people
were stranded recently
during the floods inside
the tunnel.

“Therefore, we have is-
sued notice to the NHAIL”

Chief Justice Gavai ad-
dressed him.

Mr. Mehta said the natu-
ral disasters were payback
from nature.

“We are interfering with
nature so much that nature
is giving back,” he
remarked.

The CJI reiterated that
the court was seriously
concerned with the repeti-
tive occurrence of land-
slides and floods in these
ecologically sensitive
areas. It listed the case in
two weeks.

The petition has sought
the immediate interven-
tion of the apex court to
constitute action plans, a
Special Investigation Team
enquiry and geological,
geo-technical and ecologi-
cal investigation to prevent
future disasters and save
the pristine, fragile Ecolo-
gy of the Himalayan States.

“The Central and State
governments, inspite of
having dedicated disaster
authorities, have no plan in
place to prevent or miti-
gate the losses due to these
disasters, whose frequency
has increased alarmingly
of late,” the petition said.

SC expresses
concern over
avalanche of illegally
felled trees washed
up by floods

91 ¥ 98P MY
Y =Y Y PIe MY
USi & &% IR gt
PIc A fiar ouad &t

e Pointing to media visuals of
huge numbers of logs floating in
floodwaters, the Supreme Court on
Thursday expressed concern over
illegal felling of Himalayan trees.
“If this goes on, we will be left with
no forests,” it observed.

Hifeg exg ¥ 91¢ & U H g1
T B A el & TS Bl T84 §U
3T gU, GHIF B 7 TSR Bl
feaTerdt Ut $Y 3y Pers W RKiar
o Bt | <TG gg deidl @1, dl GAR
U $Is ST o] §a71,” BIC A Hall

e The court voiced deep
anguish about floods in
Uttarakhand, Himachal Pradesh,
Jammu and Kashmir, and Punjab.
It said the visuals indicated that
illegal felling of ecologically
sensitive Himalayan forests was
on amid the chaos and deaths
caused by natural disasters.

PIC 1 IWIES, fFHTIa U=, 919y
3R IR TUT Yol | 34718 916 ﬁ
TR TRt TS had Bt | I Fgl
fPegsgad eI Ibdad g fd
UIHiad ATISISH I §3 SRISIHdl
3R Al & o9 rafaroiiy = §
Tae-Tid fRrTerdt ShTe ®1 sra
TS 31 36! o

e “This is a very serious
issue. Logs are seen flowing with
the flood waters. If this goes on, we
will not have any forests left. In
Punjab, entire villages are
inundated. Development is needed,
but not at the cost of the
environment and lives,” Chief
Justice of India B.R. Gavai
observed.

g Sgd THR TE1 81 AbSal $

Page3o

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur

Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488 77

Website : patrioticias.in



YOUTUBE CHANNEL:

www.patrioticias.in

¢ & UMl & 1Y §8d §U /1 41 ¢ | TfS T8 IdT 38T, af SHR U IS SIS gt o | UelTe
TR 79 g9 gU | Tam™ B! a=adhd €, Aft qafarun 3R Sitad &1 S 19d IR 7161, HIRd &
g1 TR &t 3. 195 A FT

e Solicitor-General Tushar Mehta said he would speak with the Environment Secretary on
the same day. The Secretary would get in touch with the Chief Secretaries of these States.
HiferRier S Ra quUR AgdT - $el fos a8 It 1 wafawor afea I a1 w311 Ifed 9 Tt
& @ gial WU Hel|

e Mr. Mehta, who was present in the courtroom for the next case, intervened after the Bench,
also comprising Justice Vinod Chandran, asked him to.
it TgelT, S SATCl GAaTS & forg Srererd # Hivlg ¥, 3 9 gwaay foar oie s, s =amawfd
famite <isT o =nfiret 3, 3 39 1 A B Fell

e The top law officer agreed with the court that the situation cannot be allowed to continue.
“This just cannot be,” Mr. Mehta said.

MY B SBRY 7 Srarerd o TgHfd SidTs o 39 fRufd &1 oIkt 18 X foan o waan! st
Tgdl A $gl, “Jg fdcpd 8l 8l hdll”

e The court also issued notice to the National Highway Authority of India (NHAI) after the
petitioner, Anamika Rana, represented by advocate Akash Vashishtha, said there were 14
tunnels between Chandigarh and Manali that turn into death traps during floods.

3feTad A gifIeTdhd! ST 0T, ST ufafAfia siftigad snerraflRIgrevw|W A, &
HE IR HRARI TR ISHRT ARG (NHAI) 1 s SR b i dEhrg iR wereft &
o1 14 G § S 916 & SR HId & o § 95 Sl &1

‘Payback from nature’

YHid I Ufa=ney

o The petitioner’s counsel said at least 300 people were stranded recently during the floods
inside the tunnel.

OifyeTadl & ddbid - el fP BTa & 7 a16 & GRM HH I HH 300 AR I & 3R B gU U

e ‘“Therefore, we have issued notice to the NHAI,” Chief Justice Gavai addressed him.
“ZfE, T NHAI & ifeq I fora 8, g =amanefter e = Ferl

e Mr. Mehta said the natural disasters were payback from nature.
ot Wga1 3 el f& Urpfae smuem yHfa J ufany €1

o “We are interfering with nature so much that nature is giving back,” he remarked.
IEF BT, “BH UPT T 3o ST IR B & o T Sael A e 317

o The CJl reiterated that the court was seriously concerned with the repetitive occurrence of
landslides and floods in these ecologically sensitive areas. It listed the case in two weeks.
W3 = <IeRmn o sierad 37 UaiaRoid U ¥ Yag-=id adf # IR-aR g ard Yxaga-d
3R 91¢ &I AR TR T T Rifad 81 59 A ) 3Tl g4 <) gt # Fuffa &t 1E)

e The petition has sought the immediate intervention of the apex court to constitute action
plans, a Special Investigation Team enquiry and geological, geo-technical and
ecological investigation to prevent future disasters and save the pristine, fragile ecology of
the Himalayan States.
et & yfaw &t sruersht i Adb- R feaTedt Isal ! W SR T9s niRiufas! &
FaM & o SRATE AoATY, IRy o ga 3 o 3R YaAqi=e, Y-ae-a! i
yafaRuiia S & T3 3 Wale ATy & dabld g%ay & i &1 TS g

e “The Central and State governments, inspite of having dedicated disaster authorities, have
no plan in place to prevent or mitigate the losses due to these disasters, whose frequency has
increased alarmingly of late,” the petition said.

QR & 81 T, “Fg 3R AT ERPRY I YR FHS ST W= 21 3 Srae
TSI & HRUT B aTe THUH B Ab AT HH HRA B Dl Ao T8l 3, W&nqﬁfsméa
el & ek TU A TG TR
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After SC caution, Centre says talks
on with States for special NIA courts

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

The Union government on
Thursday informed the Su-
preme Court that it has
reached out to several
States with a deal to set up
“exclusive and special” Na-
tional Intelligence Agency
(NIA) courts.

The Centre’s overture to
the States was in response
to a direct caution from the
Supreme Court in July
2025 that the judiciary
would have no other
choice but to release NIA
undertrials on bail if there
were not enough courts for
timely completion of trial.

Appearing before a
Bench of Justices Surya
Kant and Joymalya Bagchi,
Additional Solicitor Gener-
al Aishwarya Bhati, ap-
pearing for the Union go-
vernment, said hectic talks
were on with 11 States.
Talks with Kerala and Del-
hi, especially, were “good”,
she said.

~kd

The Bench was hearing
a plea for bail filed by Kai-
lash Ramchandani, an ac-
cused arrested by the NIA
in a case under the Unlaw-
ful Activities (Prevention)
Act (UAPA). His counsel,
senior advocate Trideep
Pais, has argued that Mr.
Ramchandani had been in-
carcerated for six years ow-
ing to delay in trial.

The top court has re-
peatedly referred to the
sheer burden on trial judg-
es who have to multitask -
hear ordinary criminal cas-
es while sparing time to try
terror and heinous offenc-
es. Delays in trial leave un-

dertrials languishing in
prisons.

Additional work
During the previous hear-
ing in July, the top court
had highlighted that trials
failed to take off or re-
mained stagnant mainly
because existing courts
had to double up as NIA
and special courts.
“Designation of an exist-
ing court or entrustment of
exclusive trials under the
NIA Act to such designated
courts would incontrover-
tibly be at the cost of other
court cases including hun-
dreds of undertrials who
are languishing in jail, se-
nior citizens, marginalised
persons... If authorities fail
to establish exclusive spe-
cial courts with the prere-
quisite infrastructure for
the purpose of conducting
time-bound or expeditious
trials under the NIA Act,
the courts would invaria-
bly be left with no alterna-
tive but release the under-

trials on bail. After all, for
how long can such indivi-
duals be kept in indefinite
custody when no effective
mechanism exists to en-
sure the timely conclusion
of their trials?” Justice Kant
had asked the Centre.

On Thursday, Ms. Bhati
said that out of a little over
50 designated courts, only
three were exclusively try-
ing NIA cases.

Justice Kant responded
that time-bound trials, par-
ticularly in heinous offenc-
es, would send a very good
message to hardened cri-
minals that they cannot hi-
jack the entire system. But
rudderless trial proceed-
ings would, on the other
hand, the judge warned,
compel courts to grant bail
to the accused persons.

The Bench urged the
Centre not to wait for the
States to put in their finan-
cial share for setting up
NIA courts. “You should
commence work with your
budget,” Justice Kant said.

After SC caution, Centre says talks on with States for
special NIA courts

SC &t ddTd-l & 91, Hg - Hel fH Ay NIA sieradl & foe
IS4l A i e @

e The Union government on Thursday informed the Supreme Court that it has reached out to
several States with a deal to set up “exclusive and special National Intelligence Agency

(NIA) courts”.

Fg WER A TFAR & A B¢ B! I for 3T w3 Isal § Tudh v § arfes faie e
ST AP AT TN (NIA) SrgTerd” RO B & fofe Fwsiie foan o 9o |

e The Centre’s overture to the States was in response to a direct caution from the Supreme
Court in July 2025 that the judiciary would have no other choice but to release NIA
undertrials on bail if there were not enough courts for timely completion of trial.
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o Appearing before a Bench of Justices Surya Kant and Joymalya Bagchi, Additional
Solicitor General Aishwarya Bhati, appearing for the Union government, said hectic talks
were on with 11 States.
rfd gdeia oM FaUTes IRTEL & Ui & YrEH U 814 §U, H% IRPR 3t 3R A
gw@aaﬁmﬁmmﬁwmnﬁﬁwﬁﬁ 11 T4l & 1Y TG IIqdid 9d g1

I

o Talks with Kerala and Delhi, especially, were “good”, she said.
I el fb AR IR $ee 3R feeedt & I g3 araeid “srest 31

o The Bench was hearing a plea for bail filed by Kailash Ramchandani, an accused arrested
by the NIA in a case under the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act (UAPA).
U6 ST TRt TR gAaTs o el At o Sam=n Irmeert A arR foar o1, 58 NIA =
R wfafaftr (o siffiffaw (UAPA) & d8d T AT B fIRTR fasar o)

e His counsel, senior advocate Trideep Pais, has argued that Mr. Ramchandani had been
incarcerated for six years owing to delay in trial.
3% apid, Ay Srfiraaar iy urgH = gofia < % ot Tweeri goen # ¢t & s 88
o & o | 9 3

e The top court has repeatedly referred to the sheer burden on trial judges who have to
multitask — hear ordinary criminal cases while sparing time to try terror and heinous
offences.

T HI¢ 7 TR-TR U 910 $T I« (61 ¢ 6 Traed Siell uR YR 9l 8, fe T
STURTIRIP WRTAL B GAATS P TY-TTY TadT SR I URTT B JAars & fog off g
IREINEIRN ]

o Delays in trial leave undertrials languishing in prisons.
HPpeH! # 38 S HRUT IR o8 THY db Sl § IS Ed B

e Additional work

HIH

¢ During the previous hearing in July, the top court had highlighted that trials failed to take
off or remained stagnant mainly because existing courts had to double up as NIA and
special courts.
s A 83 s a8 & SR, giia B 7 g8 Y@ifed farar o i goen 3= 81 8 ura
T 37 g1 914 §, T&a: 3fere aifes Hieer Srererdl & NIA 3R faRiy srererdl gl &1 &1d
HAT TS B

o “Designation of an existing court or entrustment of exclusive trials under the NIA Act to
such designated courts would incontrovertibly be at the cost of other court cases including
hundreds of undertrials who are languishing in jail, senior citizens, marginalised
persons...
“TISIGT SreTad &) AT ST a1 NIA Sfufaan & ded faRiy goenl 3t Rrder Juan
A3 FU § oy Amd! B H1Ad W g1, o H o | dg ABs| bal, aivg ARG, §1RT W)

o If authorities fail to establish exclusive special courts with the prerequisite infrastructure for
the purpose of conducting time-bound or expeditious trials under the NIA Act,

T THAES 9T I JAAT8 & O Saass ! i & a1 faRiv srgraral #t

RITYT B3 3 fIwher @4 8,

e the courts would invariably be left with no alternative but release the undertrials on bail.
dl SreTad & U SRUEY & ST R Y81 $33 & Sramar #i8 fawey T8 92|

o After all, for how long can such individuals be kept in indefinite custody when no
effective mechanism exists to ensure the timely conclusion of their trials?” Justice
Kant had asked the Centre.

W YPHeHl B UG TR THTE 1 & Y BIg gUTd o Hiejg 81 8, 99 34
mﬁaﬁﬁmﬁqﬁmﬁﬁmwwmm%?"wmﬁmﬁ%ﬁ
g1l

e On Thursday, Ms. Bhati said that out of a little over 50 designated courts, only three
were exclusively trying NIA cases.
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o Justice Kant responded that time-bound trials, particularly in heinous offences, would
send a very good message to hardened criminals that they cannot hijack the entire

system.

ATfd ®id - Fe1 [ Tugas ghed, Oy T I Fu=a sruRTel §, $gR SrR1fel &Y a8
"= & o A ¥ Rived Y d4 181 91 g |
o But rudderless trial proceedings would, on the other hand, the judge warned, compel
courts to grant bail to the accused persons.

Afer fom fa=m ara
SRIfUaY &Y SHFET
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e The Bench urged the Centre not to wait for the States to put in their financial share for

setting up NIA courts.

e 7 Fx I e fhar o faiw NIA sreTedl &t RITYAT & fore IS4l | 39 faxity o=
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e “You should commence work with your budget,” Justice Kant said.
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UNCHANGED RATES
Gold &silver at

Major
reductions

Electric vehicles at

5 %

)
e in GST
Articles of apparel | Footwear of sale in
and clothing value exceeding
accessories, 32,500
e | revamp

crocheted, of
sale value not
exceeding 32,500

A category-wise list of items
whose prices are set to change.

18..

per pieceat Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman said that the deci-
% sions would come into effect

from Sept. 22 for most items

&id = Fell

Existing | o

Item GST Vit AUTOMOBILE

rate
PR Comflakesand cereal | 18% | 5% New

Mo GSTrate | rate

Pastry,biscuits,and | o0 | g
Ultra-high temperature | o0 [ g0 cakes Motor vehicles 28% | 18%
(UHT) itk Nuts 2% | 5% Motorcycles of engine capacity | o0 | go06
Butter ghee, cheese, | 1o | gy o0 exceeding 350 cc
and dairy spreads E:‘:fé“ solise 18% | 5% Bicycles and other cycles 2% | 5%
Dates, mangoes, o i
citrus and other fruits ° |‘§;[e?m and other 18% 5% CONSUMER

edibleice
Vegetable products 18% | 5% didadl ELECTRONICS

Paratha, parotta and
Fish fats and oils 10 | sw el P | 1% | o% New

fi 9

R: vnef:l sugargoods | 12% | 5% = P e
Chocolates and cocoa X
products 18% 5% Soya milk drinks 12% 5% televisions sets, monitors 0%

Jagriti Chandra
NEW DELHI

he Goods and
T Services Tax
(GST)  over-

haul will make cars
cheaper this festive
season across segments.
Entry-level and mid-seg-
ment cars priced 14 lakh
and below will see a reduc-
tion up to 13% in GST and
cess, making them more
attractive to a price-sensi-
tive customer base. High-
end cars with engines
above 1,200 cc are set to
become 5-10% cheaper.
Small cars that run on
petrol, LPG and CNG
with  engines below

there is price sensitivity.
The news will definitely
bring cheer to buyers, and
we expect more footfall at
showrooms,” said Vinkesh
Gulati, vice-president, Au-
tomotive Skill Develop-
ment Council, and former
president of the Federa-
tion of Automobile Dealers
Association.

Unsoo Kim, managing
director of Hyundai Motor
India Ltd., called the GST
revision a move that will
“strengthen  consumer
confidence”. The compa-
ny has 60% of its internal
combustion engine portfo-
lio under the 18% slab rate,
with the remainder at
40%. All mid-sized and

22% for SUVs.
“Government listened
to the automotive indus-
try’s long-standing wish
list of rationalising GST
rates. This will induce the
much-needed impetus by
boosting consumption and
bring momentum to the
automotive industry which
essentially remains the
pulse of the Indian econo-

— —

my,” said Santosh lIyer, ma-
naging director & CEO,
Mercedes-Benz India, in a

GST of 40% instead of the
prevalent 31% rate that in-
cludes 28% GST and 3%
cess for bikes with engines
above 350 cc.

There is also small relief
expected in vehicle servic-
ing and repair costs as the
GST on spare parts has
been brought down to 18%
from 28%, but due to the
varying taxation for diffe-
rent items such as rubber
and fibre, the eventual be-
nefit will accrue where
there is a net drop.

The GST on commercial
vehicles such as buses and
trucks has dropped from
28% to 18%. “This will not
only reduce logistics costs
for the economy, but en-

Cars get cheaper, festive
sales likely to hit top gear

Sub-4 metre cars with engines below 1.200 cc and 1500 cc to attract 18% GST: dealers expect increased buyer interest
in price-sensitive segments; bigger cars will invite a 40% GST, but removal of cess will boost net savings on purchase

three weeks later on Sep-
tember 22. They fear that
this will result in some
buyers postponing their
purchase. Also, due to the
removal of cess, dealer-
ships are staring at aloss of
¥2,500 crore because of
credit payments made on
the cess for the inventory
already purchased from
automakers.

Dealers deposit the cess
as a credit item at the time
of their purchase and
make the actual deposit on
the GST portal once they
sell the car to a buyer.

There is a lowering of
tax on farm equipment too
from 18% to 5% for tractors
and parts. “These GST re-

1,200 cc, and diesel cars  large cars, uptoand above  press statement. courage customers to up-  forms will accelerate me-
of up to 1,500 cc and 1,500 cc and over 4 metres The flat GST on electric ~ grade their fleets with  chanisation by making
with a length under 4 in length, will attract a  vehicles remains un- modern, fuel efficientand  tractors, harvesters, balers
metres will attract a  higher GST of 40% instead  changed at 5%. safer trucks and buses,”  and implements more af-
GST of 18% instead of  of 28%. But the net savings said Vinod Aggarwal, vice-  fordable, while lowering
28%. The cess of 1%  of 510% come fromacom-  Higher GST for bikes chairman, EML, and ma-  overall operating costs for
and 3% will no longer  plete removal of cess, However, motorbike en- naging director & CEO of  farmers,” said tractor and
be applicable. which stood at 17% for pas-  thusiasts have been leftdis- ~ VE Commercial Vehicles. construction equipment
“The benefit is senger vehicles withupto appointed as high-end But dealerships rue that  maker CNH India’s presi-
/s greater for entry and 1,500 cc engines, 20% with  two-wheelers with bigger  the implementation of the  dent & managing director,
o mid-level segment as  over 1,500 cc engines, and  engines will invite a higher ~ new rates comesintoeffect ~ Narinder Mittal.
SOoummip SNt~
EDUCATION TOBACCO RENEWABLE ENERGY SERVICES “Input Tax Credit
Existing Existing
GST rate GST rate
All drugs and medicines Mathematical boxes, geometry . Cigars, cigarettes, and nicotine- All solar-power based devices such Allindividual health insurance,
intended for personal use el bores and colour boxes 12%: | 5% based substitutes as cookers, water-heaters, lanterns | 2% | 5% along wiith reinsurance thereof | 18% | 0%
3 9 i o
Medical apparatus | 18% | s% Maps, charts, and globes 12% | 0% Beedis | 28% | 18% Windmills 2% | 5% Airtrrsportof passengersin. || 1% | I%
— = Stationery products 12% 0% Bio gas plants 12% | 5% other than economy class withITC* ‘:7:
PERSONAL CARE TEXTILES %
Hotel accommodation 12% | e
(27,500 or below) withITC | “fre
- Admission to casinos, race o
Talcum powder, hair oil, = Sewing thread, twine, textile clubs, any place having casinos | 28% e
shampoo, toothbrushes Tables, paper products, cotton materials, fabrics, carpets Sports gloves, tricycles, dolls, or race clubs, or sporting with ITC “I';c
Combs, diapers, napkins | 12% | s% and jute handbags, tools Quilted textile materials [ 2% | 2s% playing cards events like the IPL
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Cars get cheaper, festive sales likely to hit top gear

PR §3 G, AieR! f9! & S WR UR Ugd &1 JUTEAT

o

Sub-4 metre cars with engines below 1,200 cc and 1,500 cc to attract 18% GST; dealers expect increased
buyer interest in price-sensitive segments; bigger cars will invite a 40% GST, but removal of cess will
boost net savings on purchase.

4 HIeX A BIA BR 5F Zor 1,200 HAY 37R 1,500 IR T 1§, IT TR 18% SHEH T
SRI B BHa-HagTMa ey T TR 31 3 7g1 B IS §; T3 HRI W 40% SHegd
TR, TAfh W Bl ¥ Wi R Y 99d deil|
The Goods and Services Tax (GST) overhaul will make cars cheaper this festive season across segments.
TS 3R JaT HY (SNTHAY) YR 39 AERY o H Gt ey &) HRI Sl Tl B |
Entry-level and mid-segment cars priced 14 lakh and below will see a reduction up to 13% in GST and
cess, maklr;%;hem more attractive to a price-sensitive customer base.

314 AT 3R ITY FHH S arell Tel-dqa iR Frs-Ame R R SHuact ok I9 F 13% a6 Hi
! Bfl, oY d Sa-Haeaite ared! & 7Y SR 3ifie sy S|

High-end cars with engines above 1,200 cc are set to become 5-10% cheaper.

1,200 1At @ 31 SO aTell 18-US B 5-10% Tl 8111

Small cars that run on petrol, LPG and CNG with engines below 1,200 cc, and diesel cars of up to 1,500
cc and with a length under 4 metres will attract a GST of 18% instead of 28%.

Ueid, Tadlsh 3R Heelt I T arelt 1,200 WA T 2 51 archt BIA HR 3R 1,500 FRA a5 &
<o AT el 4 HeR @ S AT At Shore BRI TR 316l 28% Y SHTE 18% STHE Tl

The cess of 1% and 3% will no longer be applicable.

1% 3R 3% T 3 AL el AT

“The benefit is greater for entry and mid-level segments as there is prlce sensmwty

g} 3R frs-daa Sde & forg ey &M%WW BT ag=fedr g

The news will definitely bring cheer to buyers, and we expect more footfall at showrooms,” said Vinkesh
Gulati, vice-president, Automotive Skill Development Council, and former president of the Federation
of Automobile Dealers Association.

T8 TR Ay w0 3 TRl o) gt 37 ok 58 e o oifdw 1fts @t Swite 8, famrsr e,
icrifed fra Saaude HISRIT & IUTe SR B T JeIHaTsd Siend TaIRTRH
& gd 37egel - Fgll

Unsoo Kim, managing director of Hyundai Motor India Ltd., called the GST revision a move that will
“strengthen consumer confidence”.

g3 Hiex feun fafids & udy o3 399 form 7 Shuwd S=iem &1 «IunieadT [y &1 qoigd
DA ATl HEH? T

The company has 60% of its internal combustion engine portfolio under the 18% slab rate, with the
remainder at 40%.

HU P 60% ZIAT B ST GBI TR 18% TAF ¥& ARL I, STaifds Y UR 40% |

All mid-sized and large cars, up to and above 1,500 cc and over 4 metres in length, will attract a higher
GST of 40% instead of 28%.

Tt firs-a1g iR 91 BRI, f5F 5 1,500 Rt T 3R ITQ FW YT alTs 4 MeX J 3w ©,
TR 28% P S8 40% ST I

But the net savings of 5-10% come from a complete removal of cess, which stood at 17% for passenger
vehicles with up to 1,500 cc engines, 20% with over 1,500 cc engines, and 22% for SUVs.

QB 5-10% BT G T9d T RS I VA geA I g, S Ugd 1,500 JRA I & S0 arelt Ie HRI
W 17%, 1,500 TR T 34fYH W 20% SR THGA W 22% |

“The government listened to the automotive mdustry S long standing wish list of rationalising GST rates.
“IRGR A HTHIfed IeT &1 et g Bt abETd 9911 1 dd IHI J it 31 8] 7l B AT
This will induce the much-needed impetus by boosting consumption and bring momentum to the
automotive industry which essentially remains the pulse of the Indian economy,” said Santosh Iyer,
managing director & CEO, Mercedes-Benz India, in a press statement.

g WUd D! IGIHR MAID U8 7 3R HferHiied ITRT H T arg S Jd €9 ¥ YR
faRT o1 YsH 8, Yy MR, Us'y Fewre ug Wssh, aRiSie-dw gfear, 3 09 s &er|
The flat GST on electric vehicles remains unchanged at 5%.

Safae® Tl IR I STEC! 5% TR SARafdd |
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Higher GST for bikes
IeN W ¥ Sfrwadt

e However, motorbike enthusiasts have been left disappointed as high-end two-wheelers with bigger
engines will invite a higher GST of 40% instead of the prevalent 31% rate that includes 28% GST and
3% cess for bikes with engines above 350 cc.

BT, Mierargd Dt & =T g3 § a4ifeh 350 Wt T 31 Som arch 315-Us a5 W
3 28% SITTHSL 3R 3% A HATHR T HISET 31% P TG 40% SIS T

e  There is also small relief expected in vehicle servicing and repair costs as the GST on spare parts has
been brought down to 18% from 28%, but due to the varying taxation for different items such as
rubber and fibre, the eventual benefit will accrue where there is a net drop.
Wmﬁmmﬁmﬁmmﬁm%mwmmm

28% U TTTHR 18% DX [T TT &, Wb+ IR 3R BISaR ol fafie SMger TR ST Sfa
PHRIY b HRUT, fqd a1y a8 e ot Y HH! st

e The GST on commercial vehicles such as buses and trucks has dropped from 28% to 18%.
91 3R gl Y Fforfoue arel IR Seac! 28% | USTHR 18% < a1 T ]

e  “This will not only reduce logistics costs for the economy, but encourage customers to upgrade their
fleets with modern, fuel efficient and safer trucks and buses,” said Vinod Aggarwal, vice-chairman,
EML, and managing director & CEO of VE Commercial Vehicles.

“gg 9 had HUHTRT & o AIRETH ART DI HH UM, Jfceh TGH| D U WHle Bl
Y, SY-FHIA 3R JRIET Th R T & 1Y 3UUS B & T8 Uiened e, fasig
3T, JUTeHe, STHTH 3R 9t HHRfad Sl & sy Hawe td HEsh 3 ol

e  But dealerships rue that the implementation of the new rates comes into effect three weeks later on
September 22.

AfpT SRR gt § b 72 o o1 praf-an 22 RydaR &1 gt = Jwrg &g g

o  They fear that this will result in some buyers postponing their purchase.

3% X & P T8 3o wdeR ot wlle &l e &

e  Also, due to the removal of cess, dealerships are staring at a loss of ¥2,500 crore because of credit
payments made on the cess for the inventory already purchased from automakers.
1Y B, VA g &b HRUL, Ugel J WG 71T A8l 1 =dc] R fobT T shfSe Y &1 aolg A
SRR 22,500 FIS & THUH BT AHAT FR I8! & |

e Dealers deposit the cess as a credit item at the time of their purchase and make the actual deposit on the
GST portal once they sell the car to a buyer.

S U WiiE & THY VA Dl HSc 3AMZeH P TY H TH DR ¢ 3R 99 d PR WIER Bl
I9d 8, 79 SHewd Nidd W IRdfde SH 63d g
e  There is a lowering of tax on farm equipment too from 18% to 5% for tractors and parts.

TeR 3R 3P UIEH O P IUDUN TR IR 18% T TSTHR 5% B [T T & |

e  “These GST reforms will accelerate mechanisation by making tractors, harvesters, balers and
implements more affordable, while lowering overall operating costs for farmers,” said tractor and
construction equlpment maker CNH India’s premdent & managing director, Narinder Mittal.

< STH YR 2R, G, TR AR TSN B AP GeIH F1HR TRA-BR0 1 31
B, el G % 1T G URETe T ) B H B, eaex 3R fAnfor Juesur fAafar
%ﬂm%rg%m%a{w&r@uwﬁmqﬁaﬁﬂaﬁw|
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Centre approves creation
of new, independent class
of ‘environment auditors’

Jacob Koshy
NEW DELHI

The Environment Ministry
has authorised the crea-
tion of a new, independent
class of “environment aud-
itors” to supplement the
work of State pollution
control Boards in inspect-
ing and verifying projects
for compliance with envi-
ronmental laws. Private,
accredited agencies can al-
so undertake environment
impact assessment studies
that will then be appraised
by expert committees.
Under the new rules,
called the Environment
Audit Rules, 2025, private
agencies can get them-
selves accredited as audi-
tors. Environment auditors
can get licences and be
authorised to evaluate pro-
ject compliance with envi-
ronmental laws and adhe-
rence to best practices in
prevention, control, and
abatement of pollution.

Audits by private agencies can
be used for compliance with
Green Credit Rules.

“The overall framework
for monitoring and com-
pliance within the existing
environmental framework
is presently supported by
the Central Pollution Con-
trol Board, the Regional Of-
fices of the Ministry, and
the State PCBs/Pollution
Control Committees,
which are facing con-
straints in terms of man-
power, resources, capaci-
ty, and infrastructure.
These limitations hamper
their ability to monitor and
enforce  environmental

compliance across the vast
number of projects and in-
dustries operating,” said a
press statement by the Mi-
nistry.

“This scheme aims to
bridge the manpower and
infrastructure deficits, the-
reby strengthening the ef-
fective implementation of
environmental compliance
mechanisms. Further-
more, the scheme is de-
signed to ensure greater
transparency, accountabil-
ity, and credibility in the
compliance = monitoring
process, fostering trust
among stakeholders and
promoting sustainable en-
vironmental governance.”

Audits undertaken can
be used for compliance
with Green Credit Rules,
under which individuals
and organisations can gain
tradeable “credits” for af-
forestation,  sustainable
water management, and
waste management,
among other activities.

Centre approves creation of new, independent class of
‘environment auditors’

Fg A quiarvr fifSed $t 9, wadx vl F 7T &1 wedh &

o The Environment Ministry has authorised the creation of a new, independent class of
“environment auditors” to supplement the work of State pollution control Boards in
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inspecting and verifying projects for compliance with environmental laws.

TaiaRuT HATAY 7 “UgiaRvT SifSew” & U 7%, WA AUt & o B TRt &t 7, S Ieh
Ul fREroT Stef & &1 &) uatarur ST & SraTaH o forg uikaerstt o fdtemn sik
FATI | G B |

Private, accredited agencies can also undertake environment impact assessment studies
that will then be appraised by expert committees.

fo7on, TT=IaT UTed ToiRit TaiaRor YHTa St rerd= Hf o Ul 6, forg a1 | faRivg
aftforay gRT geifed foar S|
Under the new rules, called the Environment Audit Rules, 2025, private agencies can get
themselves accredited as auditors.
U frot, fore wafavon siffee A, 2025 Fe1 T 8, & dga ol woitm W & oiffeer &
U T g1l U &R Faball g |
Environment auditors can get licences and be authorised to evaluate project compliance
with environmental laws and adherence to best practices in prevention, control, and
abatement of poIIutlon

JifSed AT U TR THhd § 3R 3¢ TIIaR0l BT b ST qul UguoT o
A, FRE0T 3R St & Tataw gUrsit & UreH &7 Gedid o & fod Sifiigsd fasar S|
“The overall framework for monitoring and compliance within the existing environmental
framework is presently supported by the Central Pollution Control Board, the Regional
Offices of the Ministry, and the State PCBs/Pollution Control Committees, which are
facing constraints in terms of manpower, resources, capacity, and infrastructure.
“TIS[al JaiaRoM g & ek TR SR ergurer & fore aaw gien adur & Sk uguor
o 1S, Ty & &g wrataal sk s ugwuT fAsr Sistgwor frsor afufaat
%mwfﬁa%, S STRIfoRT, ST, &t 3R gaTd e & S & sl &1 9 9 X8

I

These limitations hamper their ability to monitor and enforce environmental compliance
across the vast number of projects and industries operating,” said a press statement by the
Ministry.
Y e 53t T A Tanfera uRarerret 3R I & yafaruiig srure &t FTREY ek
Tac B3 Bt 3! &Fdl § ST STad 8, HAed & Ueb U 9919 | Hgl T
“This scheme aims to bridge the manpower and infrastructure deficits, thereby
strengthening the effective implementation of environmental compliance mechanisms.

“Tg o STRIfa 3R giAaTdl gia @1 St B R HA &1 A&7 @t 5, s yatarofig
SUTA @ & UHId! HA-ag- &I Aoigd a1 o 9 |

Furthermore, the scheme is designed to ensure greater transparency, accountability, and
credibility in the compliance monitoring process, fostering trust among stakeholders and
promoting sustainable environmental governance.”

Y AT, T§ AT SUTeH TR Ufesan & sifties ueeRiar, Saraes) ok faya-iaan
AT A & o TR 31 718 ], S fedur®! & o9 fayra &t serar fia ok wad
giaRuiTg AE &1 Uide i1

Audits undertaken can be used for compliance with Green Credit Rules, under which
individuals and organisations can gain tradeable “credits” for afforestation, sustainable
water management, and waste management, among other activities.

fu 7Y 3iifSe &1 IuanT MF Hiee frat & sruras & for far o g&ar 8, 5 aga
fed 3R TS IRIY0T, Tdd ol Y§Y= 3R HaRT Yo died 37 Tfafafedt & forw samuR
Ry “gpfga” wmm%

o
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Answer;'ta previous edition’s quiz:

1. What is one key difference between a
migraine and a tension headache? Ans:
Additional symptoms 2. Name a common

trigger that can lead to migraine attacks. Ans:

Stress, hormonal changes 3. The
introduction of in the 1990s
revolutionised the treatment of migraines.
Ans: Triptans 4. Migraines can sometimes
occur without any head pain. True or False ?
Ans: True 5. What is the term for the sensory
warning signs that may happen before a
migraine? Ans: Aura 6. Can strong smells
trigger migraines in some people? Ans: Yes 7.
What is photophobia? Ans: Photophobia
means sensitivity to light 8. How can
keeping a ‘headache diary’ help? Ans: It
helps track triggers, patterns and
symptoms 9. What does the term “chronic
migraine” mean? Ans: It means having
migraines on 15 or more days each month,
for at least three months Visual: Who is this
British physician. Ans: Thomas Willis

9971932488

QuiZ

Key Difference between
Migraine and Tension
Headache

Migraine

* Migraine typically involves additional
symptoms beyond head pain—such as
nausea, sensitivity to light and sound
(photophobia and phonophobia), and
visual disturbances or aura.

* These symptoms make migraines
significantly more debilitating, often
requiring sufferers to retreat to a dark, quiet
space.

Tension Headache

* Tension headaches typically do not
accompany additional symptoms. The
discomfort is often described as a constant,
dull ache or pressure, usually affecting
both sides of the head.

* Nausea, light or sound sensitivity, and
visual changes are not common, though
mild photophobia or phonophobia can
occasionally occur.

Common Triggers of Migraine Attacks

Stress and hormonal changes are among the most common triggers that can lead to

migraine attacks.

Stress as a Trigger for Migraine

» Stress—both emotional and psychological—is one of the most frequent migraine

triggers.

* Stress can increase the frequency and severity of attacks due to cortisol release and

nervous system sensitization.

» Common situations: exam stress, job deadlines, lack of relaxation.
» Stress can also combine with other triggers such as sleep disturbances and dietary

factors, making attacks more likely.

Hormonal Changes as a Trigger for Migraine
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* Fluctuations in hormones, especially estrogen, are strongly linked to migraine.
* This explains why migraines are more common in women, especially around:

e Menstruation (drop in estrogen)

e Pregnancy (hormonal shifts)

e Menopause (irregular fluctuations)
» Migraines that occur around the menstrual cycle are often called menstrual
migraines.

Why These Triggers Matter

* Identifying stress and hormonal triggers helps in diagnosis and prevention.
* Targeted treatments can be used:

e Stress reduction through yoga, meditation, exercise.

¢ For women, hormonal migraine can sometimes be managed with preventive
medication or hormone stabilization.
» Keeping a headache diary allows patients to link attacks with stressful events or
hormonal cycles.

Introduction of Triptans in Migraine
Treatment

The introduction of Triptans in the 1990s revolutionised the treatment of migraines. They
became the first migraine-specific drugs, offering patients rapid relief compared to earlier,
less effective medications.

Historical Background

* Before the 1990s, treatment relied mainly on non-steroidal anti-inflammatory drugs
(NSAIDs), ergot alkaloids, and painkillers, which had limited effectiveness and significant
side effects.

* In 1991, Sumatriptan became the first triptan drug approved for clinical use, marking a
major medical breakthrough.

* By the mid-1990s, several other triptans such as Zolmitriptan, Rizatriptan, and
Naratriptan became available worldwide.

What are Triptans?

* Triptans are serotonin (5-HT1B/1D) receptor agonists.
* They act by:

e Narrowing dilated blood vessels in the brain.

e Blocking pain pathways in the trigeminal nerve.

e Reducing the release of inflammatory neuropeptides that worsen migraine
symptoms.
* Unlike ordinary painkillers, triptans directly target the migraine mechanism.
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Can Strong Smells Trigger Migraines?

Answer: Yes. Strong smells, also known as osmophobia, are a well-documented trigger for
migraines in many individuals.

Basic Information

e Osmophobia refers to an increased sensitivity to smells, commonly reported in
migraine patients.

e Around 25-50% of migraine sufferers experience smell-triggered headaches.

e Smells can either trigger the onset of a migraine or worsen existing symptoms.

Common Smell Triggers

e Perfumes and deodorants — common culprits in classrooms, offices, and public

spaces.

o Cigarette smoke — irritates airways and activates nerve pathways linked to migraine.
* Strong food smells — such as onions, garlic, fried food, or strong spices.
 Cleaning chemicals and paints — exposure in workplaces or homes can initiate
migraine attacks.

* Petrol and industrial fumes — environmental triggers often seen in urban areas.

Biological Mechanism

« Strong odors stimulate the olfactory nerve, which is closely connected to the trigeminal
nerve pathway—the main nerve involved in migraine pain.
* This activation can cause:

¢ Neuroinflammation (release of pain-related chemicals).

o Dilation of blood vessels in the brain.

e Heightened pain sensitivity during a migraine attack.
» People with migraines often have a hyperactive brainstem, making them more
sensitive to sensory triggers, including smells, light, and sound.

Management Strategies

» Avoidance — staying away from known smell triggers (strong perfumes, smoke,
chemicals).

» Well-ventilated spaces — ensuring good airflow in classrooms, offices, and homes.

» Use of masks — especially in public transport or workplaces with chemical exposure.

* Preventive medication — for those with frequent smell-triggered migraines.

* Relaxation techniques — yoga, meditation, and controlled breathing can reduce overall
sensitivity.

Photophobia

Answer: Photophobia means sensitivity to light.
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Basic Information

* Photophobia is not a fear of light, but rather an abnormal sensitivity or intolerance to

light.

GS I1I: Economy |
Cuts in time
GST rate cuts will boost consumption
at a time when exports face challenges

he sweeping changes to the Goods and

Services Tax (GST) regime, authorised by

the GST Council on Wednesday, have
come as a shot in the arm for the mood of the pe-
ople, and, potentially, for the economy overall.
Few things spur optimism and demand as effec-
tively as tax cuts. The Centre did well to push the
GST Council towards these reforms, which rose
to the occasion and cleared them quickly. Criti-
cism that these reforms have come too late is
neither here nor there. The GST Council is a fed-
eral body, and any of the States could have sug-
gested these rate cuts earlier but did not. The ap-
propriateness of the Prime Minister’s
announcement of the reforms in his Indepen-
dence Day speech, coming as it did before either
the relevant Group of Ministers or the GST Coun-
cil met, can be questioned. But here, too, the fact
that the Council announced its decisions on the
first day of what was supposed to be a two-day
meeting shows that the States were on board.
The minutes of the 56th meeting will reveal each
member’s stated position. The rate changes span
nearly every sector, and are, overwhelmingly, in
the downward direction. Very few items, such as
high-end motorcycles and higher priced apparel,
are set to become more expensive. Tempting as it
was to pack the 40% bracket with more items, the
GST Council did well to keep it narrow. Overall,
these rate cuts, coupled with the income-tax rate
cuts announced in Budget 2025, should serve asa
much-needed boost to consumption at a time
when other engines of growth such as exports
and private investment are sputtering.

The government has maintained that the reve-
nue implication of these GST rate cuts would be
around ¥48,000 crore a year, based on 2023-24
consumption data. Given the scope of the cuts,
this seems like an underestimation. However, on-
ly time will tell what the actual number will be. It
is to be noted that the GST Council decided to do
away with the compensation cess, despite Oppo-
sition-governed States calling for one to protect
their revenues. Such a cess would have diluted
the rate rationalisation and simplification efforts
and is best eschewed. Instead, the States are now
going to have to look to their own revenue sourc-
es, as well as the 16th Finance Commission, to off-
set the losses they face. The new GST 2.0 still has
some anomalies, and is still more complicated
than it needs to be, but the removal of duty inver-
sions and the easing of paperwork are a huge im-
provement. The government should now revive
the National Anti-Profiteering Authority, at least
" temporarily, to ensure that the rate cuts are
passed on once they kick in on September 22.

* It is a common symptom seen in neurological and
ophthalmic conditions such as migraine, meningitis, eye
infections, and corneal injuries.

* People with photophobia often feel discomfort, pain, or
the need to close or cover their eyes when exposed to
bright sunlight, fluorescent bulbs, or digital screens.

Causes of Photophobia

* Neurological Causes

— Migraines (most common condition linked with light
sensitivity).

— Meningitis or encephalitis (serious brain infections).
— Traumatic brain injuries.

* Ophthalmic Causes

— Dry eyes.

— Corneal abrasions (scratches on the eye surface).
— Uveitis (inflammation inside the eye).

— Conjunctivitis (pink eye).

* Medication Side Effects
— Certain antibiotics, diuretics, and psychiatric drugs can
increase light sensitivity.

Biological Mechanism

* Light entering the eye is processed by the retina and
transmitted via the optic nerve to the brain.

* In photophobia, the trigeminal nerve pathway (also
linked to migraine pain) becomes overactive.

* This causes the brain to interpret normal light levels as
painful stimuli, leading to discomfort.

Cuts in time

IHY TR el

* GST rate cuts will boost consumption at a time when
exports faaggr %hallenges

f 7 atell S0 9T WU P FGIaT It ol
Frafa gfodl &1 I AR @ R

Sweeping GST Reforms
G ST JUR
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Services Tax (GST) regime, authorised by the GST Council on Wednesday, have

come as a shot in the arm for the mood of the people, and, potentially, for the

economy overall.

YIR &I Sigac! aRug gRT 3ifdpd % |AT B (GST) HIRI & AUS dGard

N & TEEd R Furfad ¥ U § Iyuf & fore geTae wifad gU B

Few things spur optimism and demand as effectively as tax cuts. The Centre did

well to push the GST Council towards these reforms, which rose to the occasion and

cleared them quickly.

9gd BH TSl PR Beldl (tax cuts) STa gUTd ST =T 3R TR B F@Tar <ot

g1 g 3 Sgd) uRee 1 37 GURT B 3R ybare 33T b, R/ 3faeRr & Higd

BU S Sieal gl Aol

Criticism that these reforms have come too late is neither here nor there. The GST

Council is a federal body, and any of the States could have suggested these rate

cuts earlier but did not.

g AT fob I YR R ¥ 31T 5, SRR g | Shuwdt uRug U |did e §

3R B3 it IT 37 R B! BT Ugd Y9 & Tebdl YT, Afe et faar|

The appropriateness of the Prime Minister’s announcement of the reforms in his

Independence Day speech, coming as it did before either the relevant Group of

Ministers or the GST Council met, can be questioned.

GYRT DI YN BT GUTAHA §RT Ta=d1 fgad Ul § o1, ofd 9 dl dafdd Gl

?ﬂﬂgsﬁiﬂﬁﬁﬁwﬂw 3% HR g1 2N, TP IuYAdl TR U IoTT o Fbdl
I

But here, too, the fact that the Council announced its decisions on the first day of

what was supposed to be a two-day meeting shows that the States were on board.

Afep Tet +ff, 7g e s uRwe 3 Sroet Gwon U & feawiia 6@ & Ued fo & ax

&, it & for It ot wgafa o

The minutes of the 56th meeting will reveal each member’s stated position.

5691 o & HIAR! YdH G B UM BT Ude HM|

The rate changes span nearly every sector, and are, overwhelmingly, in the

downward direction. Very few items, such as high-end motorcycles and higher

priced apparel, are set to become more expensive.

R H Jadra TTHI R & H Tt gl g ofR Srferepiwre: Frareht f3=mm (downward
dire%tion) # 8| 95 Y Y, S BT8-US Hiewwrsferd iR gl uRyr, 7ed e
CISK

Tempting as it was to pack the 40% bracket with more items, the GST Council did
well to keep it narrow.

ol BT 40% AT | 3R TXIE STa BT U= T, dfcp Sieaet uRve A 39 Hifid
TG Bl dgdR I

Overall, these rate cuts, coupled with the income-tax rate cuts announced in
Budget 2025, should serve as a much-needed boost to consumption at a time
when other engines of growth such as exports and private investment are
sputtering.

Y ¥ §, T g Pelfadl 3R IoI 2025 H O A g Helfadl, :m"-hwﬁ
%géqgh Serar 311, @SR a9 o frafa ik fAsht fFw S s faemg $9H HHeiR
|

Revenue Implications and State Concerns

IS YHTT 3R I54] 1 foidrd

The government has maintained that the revenue implication of these GST rate cuts
would be around ¥48,000 crore a year, based on 2023-24 consumption data.
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PR BT Bl ¢ [ 37 Suadt g Plfaddl o7 IoRd THIT 48,000 HRIS Ufd a9
BT, S 2023-24 IUHNT 3ips! TR AMURT B

Given the scope of the cuts, this seems like an underestimation. However, only time
will tell what the actual number will be.

FHlfadl & SRR BT <Wd gU, Tg THH HH AT § | BT, aRadfdd TReAT T gt
A

It is to be noted that the GST Council decided to do away with the compensation
cess, despite Opposition-governed States calling for one to protect their revenues.

Wéﬁ@m%ﬁiﬁﬂ'@ﬂqﬁqﬁﬁmﬁwmompensation cess) DI JAT
?mﬁ@%m,aaﬁsﬁq&rmﬁawﬁﬁaﬁwﬁq&n%%@mﬁmﬁ
I

Such a cess would have diluted the rate rationalisation and simplification efforts
and is best eschewed.

gﬁgﬁgwag%wﬁﬂwmﬁaﬁm@vw%mﬁaﬁmﬁ
|

Instead, the States are now going to have to look to their own revenue sources, as
well as the 16th Finance Commission, to offset the losses they face.

D Tod, ST DI 31T 3T IoRd il 3R 16d faT MR R THIH B WRUTS &
forg Rk sxe g

Towards GST 2.0

SHeHd 2.0 #t 3R

The new GST 2.0 still has some anomalies, and is still more complicated than it
needs to be, but the removal of duty inversions and the easing of paperwork are a
huge improvement.

1 Sewdt 2.0 3 1 $o favinfaat 9§ WR_1 3 SR a1 g1 et 3 ofde wifea
g, ég w&;{ﬁm"%mﬂw (duty inversions) & 8T 3R BTTS HRIATE! B TRA HIAT
T T |

The government should now revive the National Anti-Profiteering Authority, at
least temporarily, to ensure that the rate cuts are passed on once they kick in on
September 22.

DR D 3 AP FATGTERT A YITUBIOT (National Anti-Profiteering
Authority) &1 &H I HH SR ¥ Y GGiTdd BT ST dlic Tg FHTEd 81 Job b
X Halfadl &1 A IUHTST db Ugd o J 22 fydar I arg &t
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Process as punishment
Repeated bail denial, as in Umar Khalid's
case, enables state overreach

he Delhi High Court’s decision to deny

bail, once again, to former university

scholar Umar Khalid and others in the
“larger conspiracy” case relating to the 2020 Del-
hi riots is a grim affirmation of how special secur-
ity laws, combined with a deferential judiciary,
can transform pre-trial detention into extended
punishment. The court’s reasoning, which held
that Khalid’s five-year-long custody is not in itself
sufficient grounds for bail, rests on the stringent
provisions of the Unlawful Activities (Prevention)
Act (UAPA). Section 43D(5) of the UAPA bars bail
if there are “reasonable grounds” to believe the
accusations are prima facie true, a clause that
judicial interpretation since the Supreme Court’s
Watali (2019) judgment has hardened into a near-
insurmountable barrier. By forbidding a detailed
examination of evidence at the bail stage, the law
effectively forces courts to accept the prosecu-
tion’s narrative. If the charge sheet alleges a con-
spiracy and attaches voluminous material, the ac-
cused is jailed, sometimes indefinitely. With
provisions that extend the investigation period to
180 days and prohibit anticipatory bail, the UAPA
creates a legal framework where the process it-
self becomes the penalty — as in Khalid’s case.
Courts, however, possess the authority to coun-
ter such procedural constraints. Long incarcera-
tion without trial has been recognised in rulings
as grounds for relief, even in serious cases.

A different Bench of the High Court, while
granting bail in 2021 to three other activists in the
same case, had ruled that the state, in its anxiety
to suppress dissent, had “blurred the line bet-
ween the constitutionally guaranteed right to
protest and terrorist activity”. It astutely ob-
served that peaceful mobilisation, however in-
convenient to the government, could not be ca-
sually categorised as a “terrorist act”. The
current Bench appears to have ignored this cru-
cial distinction. In treating protest-related speech
and organisational planning to blockade roads as
sufficient to establish a prima facie case of terro-
rism, it punishes dissent, precisely where consti-
tutional liberty should have the stronger claim.
This approach echoes the dangers embedded in
the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita’s Section 152, whose
vague vocabulary invites the same broad strokes
that have been weaponised under the UAPA. In-
comprehensibly, the Bench even justified the
trial’s slow pace, calling it “natural”. The price for
Khalid is already severe, with his name fixed in
the public imagination as a conspirator. When
the judiciary defers to the state’s anxieties and al-
lows the line between protest and terrorism to be
erased, the distinction between accusation and
guilt collapses. If prolonged delay is permitted to
be a substitute for conviction, the constitutional
guarantees of liberty and free expression under
Articles 19 and 21 are hollowed out for all citizens.

YOUTUBE CHANNEL:
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Process as punishment

ISl & ¥4 | yfepar

* Repeated bail denial, as in Umar Khalid’s case,
enables state overreach

TR-IR SHTC ¥ S9PR, O & IR |@ifig &
TS H, T & SO DI J& ST §

Delhi High Court Bail Denial in Umar Khalid Case
el 8T8 PIC gRT IR Wifdre A § SHd I
ERCJR

o The Delhi High Court’s decision to deny bail,
once again, to former university scholar Umar Khalid
and others in the “larger conspiracy” case relating to
the 2020 Delhi riots is a grim affirmation of how
special security laws, combined with a deferential
judiciary, can transform pre-trial detention into
extended punishment.

faeeh 1€ PId @1 fvfa b od fyfaamr Wik W
@G 3R 39 oY 2020 fEeet & § Tafd vt
ISR AMS § T §R bR ST 9 376R &R o
STE, Ig TR Y § T faxiy QReft B oIk Fo1a
TG ATl T $d Srd | Ugd @1 f3vrad &
ool T H sed Ihd 7

e The court’s reasoning, which held that Khalid’s
five-year-long custody is not in itself sufficient

grounds for bail, rests on the stringent provisions of
the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act (UAPA).
3feTerd 1 qeitel, foreH et 7T fob wfere 1 uid Arel
et foRTed g # S & T gai snuR 781 |,
TR nfafafRmt (Faron siftfaw (UAPA) &
HER UEYH TR SR 5

o Section 43D(5) of the UAPA bars bail if there
are “reasonable grounds” to believe the accusations
are prima facie true, a clause that judicial
interpretation since the Supreme Court’s Watali
(2019) judgment has hardened into a near-
insurmountable barrier.

UAPA @1 HIRT 43D(5) ST TR e AT € IS I8
O & “Gadeid YR 81 fd SR 7oy T 9
g, 3R g ¢ & arerelt (2019) Bad & g
A RS = TH AU 3o 1T 51 a1 g

o By forbidding a detailed examination of
evidence at the bail stage, the law effectively forces
courts to accept the prosecution’s narrative.

STHMA o TRUTH Fadl P1 [a%qd offd R b AR,

DI HETerd! B U U F AP Bt dart
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If the charge sheet alleges a conspiracy and attaches voluminous material, the
accused is jailed, sometimes indefinitely.

g arer=ite faret o o7 SMRIY TN § 3R U Trh Yot &t §, <Y SRt &t
Fft-wht srfRf¥aeTa % fog S § s fear s g |

With provisions that extend the investigation period to 180 days and prohibit
anticipatory bail, the UAPA creates a legal framework where the process itself
becomes the penalty — as in Khalid’s case.

T UTaeTI & 1Y Nt o 31afty 1 180 a1 o gl € oiR 3fry S W %
A &, UAPA U6 ST GiaT dOR xdl § STg] UishdT g1 &8 a1 orelt 8 — o
qrferg o A J ol

Courts, however possess the authority to counter such procedural constraints.

& U U Ufsharetes ufdsiell BT HobTed 3 ! X gl 8

Long mcarceratlon without trial has been recognised in rulings as grounds for relief,
even in serious cases. ]

a1 e & weft Fg ! HIa W Mg BT AR JHT T 8, T adb fob 7R Arvrar o
i

A different Bench of the High Court, while granting bail in 2021 to three other
activists in the same case, had ruled that the state, in its anxiety to suppress dissent,
had “blurred the line between the constitutionally guaranteed right to protest and
terrorist activity”.

TS PIC I TP 3T Ul = 2021 H 3T AHS T dH 37 drfewdisl & ST od §¢
e AT AT o 5T 7 SR8l &1 gaM &I st § “HauTe U J MRS favly
& SIBR MR SMTddmare Mfafafd & st o ¥ et R < o

It astutely observed that peaceful mobilisation, however inconvenient to the
government, could not be casually categorised as a “terrorist act”.

38 g ¥ < fo wrifaqef amedl, = WReR & g fbdt J srgfdurse @,
DI 5o U I “3TdP! Ped” & =0 H Fihd e [T off Jaball|

The current Bench appears to have ignored this crucial distinction.

g s 7 39 Te@yul 3R @t FeRsiers R fear udtd gar 3|

In treating protest-related speech and organisational planning to blockade roads as
sufficient to establish a prima facie case of terrorism, it punishes dissent, precisely
where constitutional liberty should have the stronger claim.

Ry | efira U 3R TSH! BT 3a¥g B DI TTSATHS IS D! PTG
T YT TFAT IS R $3 & 1T gaied HHeR, T8 SGgad $I <ed Bl 8,
3% T8] S8t YU Tad=rar &1 31 qolgd ardT 811 =g

This approach echoes the dangers embedded in the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita’s
Section 152, whose vague vocabulary invites the same broad strokes that have
been weaponised under the UAPA.

g TRHIV URH =1 fgdr &t «rT 152 § FAfed TRl &1 19 7, St sy
TTegTacl 361 IS YERI & AT FHRl § fofe UAPA & d8d SRR ST T 7 |
Incomprehensibly, the Bench even justified the trial’s slow pace, calling it “natural”.
3DH g1 T ¥, Uld 4 T8l dob & grad i et 1fd &1 “Faruifas” dgas Sfaa
AR

The price for Khalid is already severe, with his name fixed in the public imagination
as a conspirator.

Tifere & fo F1ad gga ¥ gt 1R g, ifes ST A1 F e | Us ARl &
EUH TG TR

When the judiciary defers to the state’s anxieties and allows the line between protest
and terrorism to be erased, the distinction between accusation and guilt collapses.

mw%mwﬁﬁmaﬁéﬁ&nﬁ%aﬁ%ahﬁmahwm%ﬁaﬂaﬁ
¥ e 3t 2, Y SMRIY SR SIURTY % o9 BT SR g 1l B
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o If prolonged delay is permitted to be a substitute for conviction, the constitutional
guarantees of liberty and free expression under Articles 19 and 21 are hollowed

out for all citizens.

gfe ddll & ! g & faded & wu o

A ], A g 193k 21 %

agd WaaadT 3R Sifiyeafad oY Tad=ar &t HauTf=e TRl I+ ARt & forw

Wraett g At g

Trump’s tariff war as opportunity for the Global South

made of what
the United States and U.S. President
Trump are doing, it is critical for India
(and the world) to dissect the raison
d#étre behind the disruptions being imposed on
them today. The economic, geopolitical and
technological polycrisis necessitates a strategic
recalibration, to insulate ourselves and to forge a
more equitable world order.

Mr. Trump’s economic warfare is motivated by
three imperatives. First, he is consciously
pandering to America’s silent majority (and not
just the ‘Make America Great Again’ Republicans)
which feels shortchanged by globalisation’s
nucleus, namely capital accumulation, cheap
labour, the environment’s colonisation and
trickle-down economics. This neo-liberal status
quo has caused an unprecedented concentration
of wealth and power on the one hand, and
mushrooming inequalities on the other. Instead
of comprehensively restructuring economic
paradigms and thereby redressing legitimate
grievances (which the Global South also feels
acutely), he has unleashed xenophobic, racist
and centrifugal politics, veneered by economic
populism.

Trump’s motivations

Domestic politics partly explains why Mr. Trump
hawkishly vilifies the liberal international order as
antithetical to American interests. This has
translated into sanctions on 30-plus nations and
tariffs on nearly 70 (impairing the free movement
of goods and ideas), the forging of trade blocs,
the undermining of transnational organisations
and treaties , circumscribing of foreign aid to
vulnerable nations (reversing solidarity
commitments dating back to the First World War)
and a crackdown against immigration (impeding
the free movement of labour). This 360° attack on
the norms and institutions of the liberal world
order is just a fig-leaf for the ruthless pursuit of
sovereign self-interest.

Second, sidestepping that the tariffs are a
camouflaged super-tax on American companies
and consumers (who will collectively absorb 70%
of tariffs costs, according to Goldman Sachs), they
are designed to bolster America’s economic
strength by extorting nations and companies.
Even though America accounts for 26% of global
GDP, China, at 17%, is fast catching up (and nearly
on a par with the other G-7 members, which
collectively account for 20%-22% of global GDP).
This is why America continues to heavily
subsidise agricultural production, deepens
unilateralist industrial, technology and climate
change policies, bludgeons nations into making
investment commitments, and strives to retrench
the dollar’s privileged position (including
circumscribing global-currency alternatives). This
coercive statecraft has historical precedent, with
protectionism and punitive mercantile capitalism
being leveraged to bolster economies and force
sovereign nations to open markets. This
hypocrisy continues and is exemplified in
America pressuring India to eschew protections
for the agricultural sector, while it imposes tariff
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walls of 350% on tobacco products, 200% on
dairy products and 120% on fruits. India’s textiles,
jewellery and gems, auto components and metals
sectors are being severely impacted by these
discriminatory tariffs. Clearly, old (imperial)
habits die hard.

Third, even though tariff-weaponisation is
singularly Trumpian, reversing America’s
perceived deindustrialisation and checking
China’s ascendance has bipartisan support. The
escalating tariffs against India were purportedly
designed to pressurise Russia to end the war with
Ukraine (one of Mr. Trump’s key election
promises). However, despite the U.S.-Russia
meeting on Ukraine, penalties against India
continue (perhaps as leverage against nations
pursuing multipolarity). Irrespective of when Mr.
Trump can claim “peace in our time”, his
attention will inevitably shift to what America
sees as its biggest challenge to a unipolar world -
the China theatre. It is no coincidence that the
tariffs also included provisions to check China’s
strategic influence while furthering American
national security goals (as an investigation by The
Washington Post on the U.S.’s “supplemental
negotiation objectives” action memo reveals).

‘What New Delhi must do

These upheavals hold multiple lessons for India.
Its response to the epistemic polycrisis the world
faces today has to address both the substantive
and the symbolic. For example, the unstated
assumption that Washington sees India as a
democratic counterweight to China needs to be
seriously re-examined. India needs to ask the
degree of geopolitical convergence it has with
America given that the U.S. has renewed its vows
to Pakistan (possibly to retain an inside track with
China), is trying to re-hyphenate India and
Pakistan, may skip the Quad Summit that India
will host later this year, and inhibits American
companies manufacturing in India and having
advanced technology collaboration. Mr. Trump’s
actions have disrupted the India-U.S. partnership
built painstakingly over 25 years, compelling the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) government to make
major concessions to China to avoid a two-front
problem (without any reciprocal concessions).
America needs to accept that India’s northern
borders are live fault-lines. While India must
defend its territorial integrity vigorously, for now,
India must manage competition, avoid conflicts
and substantively strengthen itself.

Second, the government must confront Mr.
Trump more aggressively in the pursuit of India’s
national interest. It is no coincidence that
America has not levied tariffs on China, even
though their bilateral trade deficit is $295 billion,
while China imports oil from Russia and trades
with Iran. This is partly because of Chinese
restrictions on rare metals and magnets, which
are critical to the U.Ss defence and technology
sectors. In contrast, the BJP government
complied twice to American diktats, stopping oil
imports from Iran and Venezuela and temporarily
waiving the 11% import duty on cotton. The BJP
would do well to learn that bullies only respond

to strength. Third, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s foreign policy adventurism (personalised
diplomacy, manufactured diaspora events, and
click-bait acronyms) have not furthered India’s
strategic interests and must be immediately
re-calibrated. For example, the government and
right-wing diaspora outfits tried in vain to
ingratiate themselves to Republican legislators
and right-wing influencers/lobbyists close to Mr.
Trump. Likewise, BJP Ministers misread
American support by myopically conflating
India’s economic size with strategic utility. And,
equally problematically, the BJP partially
eschewed non-alignment (now globally feted as
multi-alignment) and sacrificed India’s material
interests for a symbolic seat at the high table.
Sadly, the Modi-doctrine has bound China and
Pakistan in an “iron-clad alliance” (creating a
unified threat to India’s northern flank), isolated
India in its neighbourhood, put India’s
wealth-creators in the cross hairs of punishing
tariffs, and subject American-Indians to virulent
racism.

India must capitalise on disruptions

India must leverage this polycrisis to reshape the
world’s geo-economic and political architecture.
This window could narrow after America’s
mid-term elections next year. Therefore, India
must champion multipolarity as an alternative to
both unipolarity and bipolarity. India can also
capitalise on this opportunity to forge a New
Economic Deal that works equitably for all
nations. After all, neoliberal globalisation has not
worked well, especially for those in the Global
South. This has been compounded by weak and
imbalanced multilateral institutions, an extreme
concentration of global power and wealth in the
hands of a few in the Global North, the forced
reduction of taxes and high levels of sovereign
debt (leading to reduced government revenues, a
scaling back of state-driven functions, and limited
fiscal space to invest in national developmental
goals).

But to do this effectively, the government must
urgently redress India’s structural problems.
Manufacturing is at a four-decade low,
unemployment is unacceptably high, private
investment is stagnant, scientific research is
abysmal and public sector units are still not being
re-deployed strategically (such as China’s
State-Owned Enterprise). The government must
make concerted efforts to restore trust in
economic stakeholders, spearhead policies that
ensure equitable growth (without which India
will not appear as an attractive market to
investors), and a bold new vision.

This necessitates eschewing transactional
instrumentalities, and investing time in forging
relationships with multiple stakeholders within
and outside government. It also means making
constructive efforts to forge a bipartisan
consensus both domestically and with the Global
South. To expedite the realisation of India’s
manifest destiny, the government must shed its
partisan blinkers, reach across the aisle, and lead
a unified approach in the national interest.

Trump’s tariff war as opportunity for the Global South

AT AU & foIE 3qER & U H ¢U 1 NG g5
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Trump’s Economic Disruptions and Impact on India and the World

o F 31ffer aremd 3R YRd a4 fay W yug

Although much has been made of what the United States and U.S. President
Trump are doing, it is critical for India (and the world) to dissect the raison d’étre
behind the disruptions being imposed on them today. .

Pl 7T 8, Afp 3T 39 TR U 1 Ig SHIUTHI & U P BRI ! AT HRd (3R
fay) & fore ey 3|

The economic, geopolitical and technological polycrisis necessitates a strategic
recalibration, to insulate ourselves and to forge a more equitable world order.

3T, YRTeorifae iR aa-ite! 9g-APe U FUHIAD TRIiga & ATaRaahdl
Em%m%engaaﬁmﬁ&mmﬁﬁvwamw‘ fay SgaRT &1
|

Trump’s Motivations

<H &Y TR

Mr. Trump’s economic warfare is motivated by three imperatives.

ot T F1 e geg I STa=adHarst ¥ URd Bl

First, he is consciously pandering to America’s silent majority (and not just the
‘Make America Great Again’ Republicans) which feels shortchanged by
globalisation’s nucleus, namely capital accumulation, cheap labour, environment’s
colonisation and trickle-down economics.

ggdl, d SIECEIER AR H W ERGLEED (ﬁﬂ"ﬁ ‘Make America Great Again’
frufRre 1 2T 7 G B B IR R W® 2, B 1 2 7 3 oo & Iz
— Ul T, T 4, TafaRul o1 Sl R R a-gre Srfad — ¥ 3 MU §

This neo-liberal status quo has caused an unprecedented concentration of wealth
and power on one hand, and mushrooming inequalities on the other.

Ig Aa3eRard! IR Th 3R 49 3R fRT BT S1YTTd HETHI0T 3R GERT 3R
et SRAATIATSN BT BRI 41 B

Instead of restructuring economic paradigms and redressing grievances (also felt
by the Global South), he has unleashed xenophobic, racist and centrifugal
politics, veneered by economic populism.
AfHTl & TiTed & R Rierd! (S wead Irsy i TeRE 3 wegd

FRAT §) Pl G R &b o, S0 faeRi-faRieh, Ferard) i srudsia Irerifa &
e APGUTTTaIE H! IRd IgIHR 318 fear g

Domestic politics partly explains why Mr. Trump hawkishly vilifies the liberal
international order as antithetical to American interests.

TR XTSI 3ifR1eh U 4 FdTdl ¢ fob T 4t 7y IR SaRIPIy HawT &1 SRt
feal & fausid §a1d §U SMehH® U ¥ §¢-H Hd ¢ |

This has translated into sanctions on 30-plus nations and tariffs on nearly 70, the
forging of trade blocs, undermining of treaties, circumscribing foreign aid, and a
crackdown against immigration.

SHBT URUTH 30 | P M WX Ulaay 3R TR 70 TR e, ATIR SATD| P
fwfur, e o1 FHAR B, ﬁé&ﬁmﬁ@ﬁam?@mma&ﬁ%
U T 9 g

This 360° attack on liberal world order norms is a fig-leaf for ruthless pursuit of
sovereign self-interest.

g %sm FHAT ISR Ay FHaR & AFGS] R, AU T &t AT Jiet &7 $11aRo)
HA ol
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What New Delhi must do

TS Reeht 3 a1 B TR
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Second, even though tariffs are a camouflaged super-tax on American companies
and consumers (who will absorb 70% of tariff costs, as per Goldman Sachs), they
are designed to bolster America’s economic strength by extorting nations and
companies.

TR, YA & R mfvet Hufal 3k Suviearail w gur g3 ur-2ay © (‘e
<R® ART BT 70% I8 BT g1, TesH Ja & SIAR), I AP IR Sl B
Tard H sTaax Mt Bt anfife dred sem & fore feems= fear man g1

Even though America accounts for 26% of global GDP, China at 17% is fast
catching up (nearly on par with G-7’s 20%-22%).

Yol 1 SARDT afF GDP BT 26% 31 11 &, Tfh A 17% & T dioll ¥ Heie
Ugd 81 8 (FTHT G-7 & 20%-22% P SRISR) |

This is why America subsidises agriculture, pursues unilateral industrial, technology
and climate policies, pressures nations into investments, and seeks to protect the
dollar’s privileged position (restricting global currency alternatives).

Ig! BRI fob SARDT HN DI oS! <l B, TR SN, dep-al 3R Serarg
it 3o B, 9 WR 9w 1 gaTd STeldl 8 3R SiaR @t faRiy fRUfa & wan s
A8l § (I e | ) e B gU)|

This hypocrisy is exemplified in America pressuring India to remove protections for
agriculture while it imposes tariff walls of 350% on tobacco, 200% on dairy and
120% on fruits.

Ig URIS WP § Id SAR®T URd UR ga1d STerdT 8 o 98 HiY JR&M §el ¢ oaid Gg
qATE TR 350%, ST TR 200% 3N Bal U 120% SR T |

India’s textiles, jewellery, auto components and metals sectors are severely
impacted by these discriminatog tariffs.

HRA & HUST, SATYYUT, 3iTel 3T Y1 & 37 Neurayuf Wl I ik =g 3
TuIfad 81 3% &

Third, even though tariff-weaponisation is singularly Trumpian, reversing
deindustrialisation and checking China’s ascendance has bipartisan support.
T, A B R -g it saa oty ], dfe sitenfiesur & fiRTae &t
e 3R AT & Igu B AP+ & o fgaaa To B

Escalating tariffs against India were said to pressurise Russia to end the Ukraine
war (a Trump election promise).

YR & f@aTw ded eR® HRIT IR R 9 R ga1d Sa- & o 3 d1fes a8 gebe
TS JATE B (] BT gA1d! aran) |

However, despite the U.S.-Russia meeting on Ukraine, penalties against India
continue (perhaps as leverage against multipolarity).

BTl gobT WR SARBI-FTT 98P & Favje, YRd & fIATE &8 IR § (1S
SgYdidT o RIATh Ga1d & =4 H) |

Irrespective of “peace in our time”, America’s focus will shift to its biggest challenge
— the China theatre.

TR AR JHY H i 8 17 8, 3R &7 & ITP! Jo s8] T — o &
TR ST |

The tariffs also included provisions to check China’s strategic influence while
furthering American national security goals (as revealed by the Washington Post
memo). _

3 ¢RoT & 9 & AR UHTa &1 S 3R 3ARe AP JR& a&dl H1 31 JgH
% urayr of fird & (S for 9TRATe Ui 99 § udT I g) |
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These upheavals hold multiple lessons for India.

Y JYA-JUT YR & T 8 9% JaC gU & |

Its response to the epistemic polycrisis the world faces today has to address both
the substantive and the symbolic.

TS g o/ TS T-Tdbe (epistemic polycrisis) BT THAT &R Ta! 7, HRd
! gfaforar &1 390 3 3R UdBTEd gl ug sl Bl AT HRA1 |

For example, the unstated assumption that Washington sees India as a democratic
counterweight to China needs to be seriously re-examined.

JGTERUT & [T, TG 3T STH fob FIRATE YRA Bl O & [ T dldbdiiad
TG AT 8, THRAT ¥ T: TE0r Y S1aRadhdl |

India needs to ask the degree of geopolitical convergence it has with America
given that the U.S. has renewed its vows to Pakistan (possibly to retain an inside
track with China), is trying to re-hyphenate India and Pakistan, may skip the Quad
Summit that India will host later this year, and inhibits American companies
manufacturing in India and having advanced technology collaboration.

YRA P! T8 ST N o DT SANBT &b 1Y {1 Y-ITer-ifad e
(geopolitical convergence) % Fife AT = Tfwar o &mﬁaﬁﬁmm
§ (JHaa: 9 & 1Y 3fee-! YU g8 I8 & o), HRA 3R Ui &1 iR 9§
ﬁgﬁ(re-hyphenate)aﬁaﬁmwwa 39 99 9l § HRd gRT Smaford fee M
1o T8 FRET W& (Quad Summit) B BIS Tl §, 3R HRS Hufdl B
YRd # fafyaior 3R I9d do-ie! GgdiT I Ak @1 8|

Mr. Trump’s actions have disrupted the India-U.S. partnership built painstakingly
over 25 years, compelling the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) government to make
major concessions to China to avoid a two-front problem (without any reciprocal
concessions).

oft e B} HRAT3Al A 25 TUl T HISAR I T8 T3 URA-SARGT ARieR} & a1fdd
W%, I8 MR ST It (HTSTUT) TRER B Q1-AI" BT JHIJT (two-front
problem) I 57 & ot 99 &1 98 Ramd ¢ uat (fom fordt ureafRe fearad &)1
America needs to accept that India’s northern borders are live fault-lines.

D! T8 WIHR BT 8N b YR P It JWTE Shifaa wad ¥@W (fault-
lines) gl
While India must defend its territorial integrity vigorously, for now, India must
manage competition, avoid conflicts and substantively strengthen itself.

YR BT 301 AT 3RGS T (territorial integrity) HT SIRGR §91d HRAT dIQT, Tl
fraeTd YRd &1 Uil &1 Tefd BT 8, Fou! § §9-1 817 3R WE ! 31 ¥4
 Holgd ST g

Second, the government must confront Mr. Trump more aggressively in the pursuit of
India’s national interest.

G, WHR DI URA & WP fgd 31 gfef & offt gru &1 oiftres smeproes a8t & arran
AT AT

It is no coincidence that America has not levied tariffs on China, even though their
bilateral trade deficit is $295 billion, while China imports oil from Russia and trades
with Iran.

Tg HIS TN LT § b MR 3 9 W Yoo 6l amn 8, | & 3T fgueia
TR HIeT 295 3R BIOR o, STafh W & J I AT HRT § 3R I3 I AR
IRAT G

This is partly because of Chinese restrictions on rare metals and magnets, which
are critical to the U.S.’s defence and technology sectors.
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$TPI T HRUT -1 ufaer 8 of gy erqait aﬁ??ﬁﬁwaﬂmwﬁ@ﬁaﬁﬁm%
& 3R Wi &= & fow meayrf B

In contrast, the BJP government complied twice to American diktats, stopping oil
imports from Iran and Venezuela and temporarily waiving the 11% import duty on
cotton.

% fAUsld, HISTUT TRBR 3 &) IR AR MmN o1 ura faran, 14 iR
aaqmaaa— 3T & fora SiR STt &0 ¥ HUTH R 11% ST eb B HTh

The BJP would do well to learn that bullies only respond to strength.

YTSIYT &1 I8 URGT 13T fob o1 pad Wi b1 SaTd < 8|

Third, Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s foreign policy adventurism...

TRRT, gerEE ARE Ak &1 fadwr Hifa &1 areflRie weH...

(personalised diplomacy, manufactured diaspora events, and click-bait acronyms)
have not furthered India’s strategic interests and must be immediately re-calibrated.

(ATHRTTA Beid, HHAT ARl e R faaem-ae JaueR) 4 YRd & IuHifae
fodl @ ol 8T sigran ® 3R 38 Rl T-obiersic febar ST =gyl

For example, the government and right-wing diaspora outfits tried in vain to
ingratiate themselves to Republican legislators and right-wing
influencers/lobbyists close to Mr. Trump.

IaTERU & foY, WBHR 3R gferord<ft yarft TwreT 7 o9 & ot T & wdia
ﬁcr%m;rrﬁﬂmﬁ 3R gférorddt guTaRITelt FfeaaiaiaNel & UNa & B
HITRIRT DI |

Likewise, BJP Ministers misread American support by myopically conflating
India’s economic size with strategic utility.

= UBR, HISUT HiATY 7 URT & 3fde PR & I0HIfad SUTiREr 3 Sieax
et THdT o1 Tad Ul

And, equally problematically, the BJP partially eschewed non-alignment (now
globally feted as multi-alignment) and sacrificed India’s material interests for a
symbolic seat at the hlgh table.

3R I & gH= a'c{r P a1, WISTUT = i1 T 0 ¥ TeRUET (non-
alignment) (3{d @ (multi-alignment) %Wﬁ@ﬂlﬁﬁ) Eal
T fear eﬁ?%%ﬁﬁwgmmwmﬁmasmml

Sadly, the Modi-doctrine has bound China and Pakistan in an “iron-clad alliance”
(creating a unified threat to India’s northern flank), isolated India in its
neighbourhood, put India’s wealth-creators in the cross hairs of punishing tariffs,
and subject American-Indians to virulent racism.

39 &1 914 § & HIg1-RIEIT (Modi-doctrine) 3 F19 3R UTfehea &1 T “qiig-dd
(iron-clad alliance)” & 8¢ 371 § (R 4Rd & I TR R Udbiopd TeRT U
3T, YR DI IUD USIH H Sel-YelTT B &1, YR & 4-Goldh| Bl GSTeHD Yob
(punishing tariffs) & 9™ W d fe, 3R MR@-HRGN &) 9R F¥dig &1
IR s

India must capitglise on disruptions
YRA P! AU BT ATH ST AT

India must leverage this polycrisis to reshape the world’s geo-economic and
political architecture.

YR P! Y T§-HPC (polycrisis) BT ATH ISTHR g1 B! Y-fqawT 3R
ITeTfae |1 &1 §H: SHTHR &A1 a1feu|
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This window could narrow after America’s mid-term elections next year.

Tg IR B! FasH! et oy ket & wearafy gAmal & aIe IHfud gl Il g
Therefore, India must champion multipolarity as an alternative to both unipolarity
and bipolarity.

2L, YR &1 THYSIET (unipolarity) 3R fE8daeT (bipolarity) 3! & faweq &
U T agydadr (multipolarity) &1 THUH &A1 A1RT|

India can also capitalise on this opportunity to forge a New Economic Deal that
works equitably for all nations.

YR 3 (AR BT TH ISTHR T 1T A HiGT (New Economic Deal) +} 5T
T § ot gt BT & g T FU 9 1 ]

After all, neoliberal globalisation has not worked well, especially for those in the
Global South.

TRRBR, ATSERATG! a%ﬁﬂw_\"UT (neoliberal globalisation) BAEEESUE %f%m
Zf&IT (Global South) & T 3rws1 H1H 81 fHar B

This has been compounded by weak and imbalanced multilateral institutions, an
extreme concentration of global power and wealth in the hands of a few in the
Global North, the forced reduction of taxes and high levels of sovereign debt
(leading to reduced government revenues, a scaling back of state-driven functions,
and limited fiscal space to invest in national developmental goals).

T 3R o Sifew o1 3 T § FESIR iR sriqfera aguefia wwmel 7, affe Sw
(Global North) & %3 @Il & g1l §f afyyer =ife ok Hufy &1 srafies Tabhgor, &1 &
TERA Bl 3R 3= TR BT JWY BT, SR WBHRT Ao & B 34Ts, ITod-Uikd
BTN H Herdl gs IR AP fapraes dedl 7 Fdw & forg Hiftd e &=
(fiscal space) §dT|

But to do this effectively, the government must urgently redress India’s structural
problems.

Ao SH YUTA &7 W PR & o0, TRPR B i URA DI AXAATHD THETSH T
HHTYT DA GNTI

Manufacturing is at a four-decade low, unemployment is unacceptably high,
private investment is stagnant, scientific research is abysmal and public sector
units are still not being re-deployed strategically (such as China’s State-Owned
Enterprise).

faferator TR g3l & A TR | 3, ReRt sidlerd T U 3 ofie &, el
A% o) AT &, AWE AU I8¢ HHOIR & 3R ATdSI-db &F Pt gHIZAl B
3§ I AP BT I T mﬁmw%@@%mq%wmm
3<H) |

The government must make concerted efforts to restore trust in economic
stakeholders, spearhead policies that ensure equitable growth (without which India
will not appear as an attractive market to investors), and a bold new vision.

WHR P! AP FauR®! # fAYRT T80 H & [T WS d YA - dMeC, THH
fa®™T (equitable growth) JFTYd A arelt Aifadl &1 Aqa BT A1fRT (Fords form
R 2! & L T 3eH¥e SR & FU H 81 fGam), 3R Ue Arefie 7
ERHIT YT AR

This necessitates eschewing transactional instrumentalities, and investing time in
forging relationships with multiple stakeholders within and outside government.

sﬂ% ﬁ*ﬂ;f N IERRE %’ fo a=r3=r SMYTRT SUHON (transactional instrumentalities)
I AT S 3R DR & IR 3R 91X B8 fFauR®| & I Hay 99 § 999 o=
[ERIsIY

It also means making constructive efforts to forge a bipartisan consensus both
domestically and with the Global South.
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g1 o 7% 1t b <=1 o fiaR SiR f¥a gfaror (Global South) & T T fgedta
ﬂ%‘ﬁlﬁ (bipartisan consensus) I & WW Ugyg ﬁO"Q Sq|

To expedite the realisation of India’s manifest destiny, the government must shed its
partisan blinkers, reach across the aisle, and lead a unified approach in the national

interest.

YRA ! UPe Fafd (manifest destiny) &1 Y TR B & [AY, TRHR B 30 G&UTIgOr
TIH (partisan blinkers) AR i, fqUer d& UgaH1 gRT @Tﬂ@ﬂ%aﬁww

TSI (unified approach) W?rqa

HT BRI

GST 2.0 is a landmark in India’s tax journey

he 56th meeting of the GST Council on

September 3, 2025 will be remembered as

a defining milestone in India’s tax history.
These reforms go far beyond tax rates and
structures. They represent a decisive shift
towards a simpler, fairer, and growth-oriented
system that is aligned with the aspirations of a
Viksit Bharat 2047.

Along-standing demand of both industry and
consumers has been simplification of the multiple
GST slabs (5%, 12%, 18%, and 28%). The move to a
transparent “Simple Tax”, with just two rates,
18% as the Standard Rate and 5% as the Merit
Rate, along with a 40% de-merit rate for a select
few goods - is transformational.

This bold step reduces compliance burdens,
enhances predictability for business, and makes
the tax regime more citizen-friendly. It clearly
signals the government’s commitment to align
Indian taxation with the best global practices.

Relief for a range of income groups

The reforms directly touch the daily lives in
Indian households. Common items such as soap,
shampoo, toothpaste, a bicycle, and kitchenware
are now in the 5% bracket. Essentials such as
Ultra-High Temperature milk, paneer, chapati and
paratha are exempt. Packaged foods, noodles,
chocolates and beverages have seen notable rate
cuts, boosting consumption and offering relief to
families across income groups.

Equally impactful is the exemption of GST on
all life and health insurance products. This single
decision will make insurance more affordable,
particularly for senior citizens and low-income
families, raising India’s insurance penetration and
strengthening social security.

Health care has been given a powerful boost
through exemptions and reductions on essential
drugs, devices, and treatments for cancer, rare
diseases and chronic conditions. These measures
ensure wider access to modern medicine and
diagnostics, easing financial burdens on

Chandrajit
Banerjee

is Director General,
Confederation of
Indian Industry (CI1)

The
simplification of
the multiple
GST slabs is an
example of
people’s reform

households. Farmers stand to benefit from major
reductions. Tractors, farm machinery, and other
vital implements now attract only 5% GST, while
fertilizers and inputs such as sulphuric acid and
ammonia have moved from 18% to 5%. By
correcting earlier inverted duty structures, these
reforms lower cultivation costs and improve farm
productivity.

Labour-intensive sectors such as handicrafts,
marble, granite, and leather goods now enjoy
reduced GST rates, which will stimulate demand
and secure employment. By making traditional
industries more competitive, the reforms
safeguard livelihoods while opening new growth
avenues.

Changes in critical sectors

A particularly significant achievement is the
correction of inverted duty structures in critical
sectors. For instance, the GST reduction on
man-made fibre and yarn to 5% eliminates a
distortion that had long plagued the textile value
chain. This move is expected to boost
competitiveness, exports, job creation, and
domestic value addition across textiles and
apparel.

Cement, a cornerstone for housing and
infrastructure, has shifted from 28% to 18% GST.
This will drive multiplier effects across
construction and infrastructure, while cuts for
renewable energy devices and automotive
components will accelerate India’s green growth
journey.

The Confederation of Indian Industry (CII) has
consistently called for such corrections and is
gratified to see so many recommendations
accepted that range from a rationalisation of auto
parts to relief for hospitality and wellness
services. These changes will harmonise markets
and reduce unnecessary disputes.

The announcement that the Goods and
Services Tax Appellate Tribunal (GSTAT) will
become operational by year-end marks a historic

GST 2.0 is a landmark in India’s tax journey

YRd &1 P T A ST 2.0 U Hiel &1 IR 8

The 56th meeting of the GST Council

siiegd ufvug @1 564t do®

e The 56th meeting of the GST Council on September 3, 2025 will be remembered as
a defining milestone in India’s tax history.

3 RydaR 2025 H! 2 SHUC! URYE o1 5681 966 HRA & HR Siaar J Te aRHTd

A BT TR A SITE

institutional advance. For tax-payers, this means
faster dispute resolution, more consistent rulings,
and enhanced trust in the system. Other process
reforms, including provisional refunds for
inverted duty structures, risk-based compliance
checks, and harmonisation of valuation rules,
further reduce uncertainty and compliance costs.
Together, these measures reinforce India’s
position as one of the world’s easiest large
economies for doing business.

Over the past eight months, the CII has
strongly advocated simplification into a two-rate
structure, a correction of anomalies, a reduction
of rates on essentials, support for labour-intensive
sectors, and faster operationalisation of GSTAT. It
is heartening that so many of these have now
been adopted.

The Council’s decisions reflect both
responsiveness and a deep sense of partnership
with industry. This is a proud moment for all
stakeholders who have constructively engaged in
shaping these reforms.

Almost immediate benefits

Equally noteworthy is the careful phasing of
reforms from September 22, 2025. This
sequencing ensures revenue stability while
allowing industry and consumers to benefit
immediately from lower rates. The approach
safeguards fiscal health while stimulating demand
and investment.

These announcements are more than technical
adjustments. They are a people’s reform. They
touch citizens, farmers, workers, businesses and
entrepreneurs alike. By simplifying the structure,
lowering rates on essentials, correcting
distortions, and strengthening institutions, GST
2.0 has created a stronger foundation for India’s
growth journey.

The CII stands ready to support effective
implementation, build awareness, and ensure
that the benefits of these reforms flow seamlessly
to every citizen.
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These reforms go far beyond tax rates and structures. They represent a decisive shift
towards a simpler, fairer, and growth-oriented system that is aligned with the
aspirations of a Viksit Bharat 2047.
Y GUR HIA HR &3 SR W13 I WiHd a1 ¢ 1 3 Th I, AT 3R [Jmr-
I JuTTeht Bt 3R oo seara o1 ufaffia #Rd €, S fawfa yRa 2047 3t
STHIEN3T & ST ¢ |
A long-standing demand of both industry and consumers has been simplification of
the multiple GST slabs (5%, 12%, 18%, and 28%). The move to a transparent
“Simple Tax”, with just two rates (18% Standard Rate, 5% Merit Rate), along with
a 40% de-merit rate for a select few goods — is transformational.
TN 3R IuHiadrait Gl @1 U dd THT T AT 6! & [P B Siead] [ (5%,
12%, 18% 3N 28%) P! I I1AT Y| TR “Riue SRy o1 3R a1, {598 Haa
a1 ¥ (18% UM® &3, 5% AT &) aﬁ?wﬁ@maﬁ&ﬁu?m%ﬁﬁmawﬁﬂ—
Ig URAIAHR HeH g
This bold step reduces compliance burdens, enhances predictability for business,
and makes the tax regime more citizen-friendly. It clearly signals the government’s
commitment to align Indian taxation with the best gIobaI practlces

g RIS HeH SFUTCH aIgl ! HH Bl §, HaI & [ YaiJaadl &I deldl g,
aﬁvmmﬂﬁ e AR G-fRAtt I1aT 81 U8 WY TU Q bhd odl g b PR
YR HRIYM DI Farad afyd JuTell & 3ET aF & oy ufdes

Relief for a range of income groups

faftra ama ot & forw gd

The reforms directly touch the daily lives in Indian households. Common items such
as soap, shampoo, toothpaste, a bicycle, and kitchenware are now in the 5%
bracket. Essentials such as Ultra-High Temperature milk, paneer, chapati and
paratha are exempt. Packaged foods, noodles, chocolates and beverages have
seen notable rate cuts, boosting consumption and offering relief to families across
income groups.

Y GUR YRATT IRART & ¢ Siia &1 e THIfad HRd § | T 3 o |IgH,
M TYNRT, ATSfhd 3NT IS BT HMHH 31d 5% TAT T § | TP aKE ol
ITTT-BTS CHIRTR g4, T-IX, TUTdl 3R URTST 31d HYad & | Udhss TS, T8,
el AR U7 verl TR Seaaid e eI a8 T 2, R Ui g1 ¢ ofk weht 3
M & URaR| &I 8d e g

Equally impactful is the exemption of GST on all life and health insurance products.
This single decision will make insurance more affordable, particularly for senior
citizens and low-income families, raising India’s insurance penetration and
strengthening social security.

I & THTaRrTe g i Tt shiae 3R warea Siar Il R shead! § ge & 7 7
g UHd g 191 HY SR 31w Jay T, faRve? aiky Ani®! ik o1 3ma
CIGR G IR AN mﬁwaﬁaﬁm%a@ﬂmmmﬁwav&nwﬁl
Health care has been given a powerful boost through exemptions and reductions on
essential drugs, devices, and treatments for cancer, rare diseases and chronic
conditions. These measures ensure wider access to modern medicine and
diagnostics, easing financial burdens on households.

TR AT BT IS ar3il, STHUN MR ITART (O HIR, g INT 3R

mm%m)mwmﬁﬁ%mmﬁwwmﬁw%lam

g;ﬂqﬁgmﬁr?m ST I SaTae Ugd AT gt § 3R uRar! w faxfa
G| |
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Farmers stand to benefit from major reductions. Tractors, farm machinery, and
other vital implements now attract only 5% GST, while fertilizers and inputs such
as sulphuric acid and ammonia have moved from 18% to 5%. By correcting earlier
inverted duty structures, these reforms lower cultivation costs and improve farm
productivity.

[ ) 9 THM R FHelfaal ¥ ary e o, oY a=i= ok oy smaxa®
IUHTUN TR 3(d HId 5% SITTHS T, mmmwa@rmm
3R ST BT 18% A STHR 5% HR [T TT 8| Ugd B! Ie! Yo [ea-1l Dl
3% TP, T UR Wil B! AN HH B & AR PV SATGHdl Bl T¢I ¢ |

Labour-intensive sectors such as handicrafts, marble, granite, and leather goods
now enjoy reduced GST rates, which will stimulate demand and secure employment.
By making traditional industries more competitive, the reforms safeguard livelihoods
while opening new growth avenues.

YA-YYM & S SIS, FTHATHR, VTSC 3R THS & I W 3F HH gy
X T, R T ST SR AR GRAG S| TR ST bl Sifbjep irereaielt
TR, U GUR SMSABTaN BY &7 B & IR 7Y e 7 Gied 8

Changes in critical sectors

Agayut &= | ufkad=

A particularly significant achievement is the correction of inverted duty structures in
critical sectors. For instance, the GST reduction on man-made fibre and yarn to 5%
eliminates a distortion that had long plagued the textile value chain. This move is
expected to boost competitiveness, exports, job creation, and domestic value
addition across textiles and apparel.

% IR ¥ § Aeayul Iuaiel Heayul &= & Sad! Yo YT BT JUR B
ISTER & oY, AF-HS BIgeR IR T WX ST Y 5% B I T8 fagpfa IAIE 81
T 8 Off 9e 9T q 9d YU SRga &) gHIfad &R et | g8 wen ufawg, fafq,
AR Yo 3R I T URYH & & Te Hed aeH &l g & SHIE |

Cement, a cornerstone for housing and infrastructure, has shifted from 28% to 18%
GST. This will drive multiplier effects across construction and infrastructure, while
cuts for renewable energy devices and automotive components will accelerate
India’s green growth journey.

We, St 3mar 3R gt 2l & fae SeuRfer 8, R Siuad! 28% | 9T 18%
o Feran T R 1 g P SR gfRETe) @1 & 1ot UTg e T, et Tty
Full SUHUN 3R MTeIMNfed gedhl R FHeldt YRd ! gRd fawm am & as S|

The Confederation of Indian Industry (Cll) has consistently called for such
corrections and is gratified to see so many recommendations accepted that range
from a rationalisation of auto parts to relief for hospitality and wellness services.
These changes will harmonise markets and reduce unnecessary disputes.

YRAR SN IR (Cll) = TAR T FURT &1 AT B ¢ 3R I8 S@HR AP ¢ [
3ifel U & IIFTHTador A AH Ao 3R da-d Jaref dh B RABIRRA i

PR a1 T §1 A EEa SISR) &) TRId B SR SHIERE aTe) B HH B

The announcement that the Goods and Services Tax Appellate Tribunal (GSTAT)
will become operational by year-end marks a historic institutional advance. For
taxpayers, this means faster dispute resolution, more consistent rulings, and
enhanced trust in the system. Other process reforms, including provisional refunds,
risk-based compliance checks, and harmonisation of valuation rules, further
reduce uncertainty and compliance costs.

Ig °IvuT & avq Ud Ja1 H 3rdiehta Re=ur (GSTAT) 9 & 3id d% e gl
ST, U QeI T=ITTd Wifd o1 guifdT 81 Herarsit & fae g9t oif g o faare

Page5 5

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in




www.patrioticias.in

YOUTUBE CHANNEL:

I, 31 FaTd o 3R goreht & 97 g faym | o/ ufthar YuR o SRyt
SFIUTS ST Y 3R HH B4 ¢

Together, these measures reinforce India’s position as one of the world’s easiest
large economies for doing business.

IHfed T ¥, T IUY YRA &1 FRURT B AR 3 & ol g1 & Jad S g1
Srfemaryet ¥ ¥ U & &Y H Holgd H3d ¢ |

Over the past eight months, the Cll has strongly advocated simplification into a two-
rate structure, a correction of anomalies, a reduction of rates on essentials, support
for labour-intensive sectors, and faster operationalisation of GSTAT. It is heartening
that so many of these have now been adopted.

U 316 g H, Cll 4 IRER @RIk ¥ gi-g3 \aT, fadiadl & JUR, Haxds
Frgefl R R weldl, 9H-UuM &3 & e TdF 3R GSTAT & =fer TareH &t
JHIEd B ¢ | Tg STD ITGOD g (b S10 I P 3fd YA T 5|

The Council’s decisions reflect both responsiveness and a deep sense of partnership
with industry. This is a proud moment for all stakeholders who have constructively
engaged in shaping these reforms.

Ry & Ul IET & 1 ITReIRIT 3R TR TSR &1 HIaHT & <uid €1 a8 34
Hﬁ%ﬁ%ﬂ?ﬁ%%ﬁﬂﬁﬁﬂ%ﬁl@ﬁwwﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁ&waﬁﬁ
AT |

Almost immediate benefits
T dichIieTd ATy

Equally noteworthy is the careful phasing of reforms from September 22, 2025. This
sequencing ensures revenue stability while allowing industry and consumers to
benefit immediately from lower rates. The approach safeguards fiscal health while
stimulating demand and investment.

I 81 ST § b JURT BT 22 Rydar 2025 T Taurgds aRuES f6a1 T38|
I8 ShHEd IoRd R GART B! &, Safd I 3R IuHiadrsll &1 o7 o= 4
A ATH ISH DI 3IA Gl 81 TE VDI ITHIYIT TIRRA DI & HRT § 3R AN
J Fa%T &I YreTied T & |
These announcements are more than technical adjustments. They are a people’s
reform. They touch citizens, farmers, workers, businesses and entrepreneurs alike.
By simplifying the structure, lowering rates on essentials, correcting distortions, and
strengthening institutions, GST 2.0 has created a stronger foundation for India’s
growth journey.

Y UM A ddb-1dh! THEASH 9 S § 1 3 U W-gUR § | T AR, foamT,
fiepnl, gl 3fR IAftrl Tt &t gHIfad el § | TR D) IRA IR, HaAH
T3 IR & geTa, fapfadl & YRR SR TR BT Aolgd a6, SHTge 2.0 5
YR ! [dem am & oY Ue Aoigd 1d o118 & |
The CII stands ready to support effective implementation, build awareness, and
ensure that the benefits of these reforms flow seamlessly to every citizen.

Cll THTd! HTAaa BT FHYT B, SIRRDHA dgM 3R Ig JAET P & AT TR 8
% 7 QURTI & A g AFRG dob JHT 4 Ugd|
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| PARLEY |

n August 25, the Supreme Court
urged the Union government to
frame guidelines for regulating social
media, noting that influencers often
commercialise free speech in ways that may
offend the sentiments of vulnerable groups. A
Bench of Justices Surya Kant and Joymalya
Bagchi directed that these regulations be drafted
in consultation with the National Broadcasters
and Digital Association. The order stemmed
from an intervention application filed by a
non-profit representing persons with Spinal
Muscular Atrophy, which alleged that comedians
Samay Raina, Vipul Goyal, Balraj Paramjeet
Singh Ghai, Sonali Thakkar, and Nishant Jagdish
Tanwar had made derogatory remarks about
those living with the disorder. Should
commercial speech on digital platforms be
regulated? Apar Gupta and Jay Vinayak Ojha
discuss this question in a conversation
moderated by Aaratrika Bhaumik. Excerpts:

Is there a regulatory vacuum that
necessitates new guidelines?

Apar Gupta: No. The circumstances underlying
the present order demonstrate that legal
‘mechanisms for prosecution already exist. The
very basis on which the Supreme Court
entertained this matter was the FIRs lodged by
the State governments of Maharashtra and
Assam under various provisions of the Bharatiya
Nyaya Sanhita (BNS), and the Information
Technology (IT) Act, 2000, in connection with a
stand-up skit uploaded on YouTube titled India’s
Got Latent. The IT Act further establishes a
censorship framework that permits the removal
of online content pursuant to court orders or
executive directions. In practice, this
‘mechanism is frequently invoked in secrecy and
without adequate adherence to principles of
natural justice. Thus, the court’s apprehension...
appears misplaced.

Jay Vinayak Ojha: I believe one ought not to
attempt to “fix what is not broken”. While the
‘wisdom of individual provisions may certainly
be debated, their existence cannot be denied. In
my view, Mr. Raina’s jokes were in exceptionally
poor taste. Yet, to construct an elaborate
framework of legislation, subordinate rules, or
guidelines on the basis of a single incident would
be an overreaction.

Is protecting individual dignity a
constitutionally permissible ground to
restrict speech?

JVO: The reasonable restrictions on free speech
under Article 19(2) of the Constitution are
exhaustive, encompassing security of the state,

Safeguards must begin with strong review mechanisms. GETTY IMAGES

public order, decency, morality, and other
grounds. They do not, however, include the
protection of individual dignity. It is a slippery
slope to suggest that speech may be curtailed on
the basis of a somewhat amorphous concept
such as dignity, which lacks a precise legal
definition. That said, concerns regarding the
participation of differently abled persons in
public life and the preservation of their dignity
are legitimate. Moreover, the court possesses
inherent jurisdiction under the Constitution to
do “complete justice”, a mandate that
empowers it to account for the wider social
ramifications of online speech.

AG: Any limitation on the freedom of speech
and expression must be imposed through a duly
enacted law, and such restrictions must also
withstand the test of proportionality. In
Subramanian Swamy v. Union of India (2016), the
Supreme Court upheld the constitutionality of
criminal defamation, recognising individual
dignity as one of the bases for sustaining the
remedy. However, to treat dignity as an
independent ground for restricting speech,
particularly when invoked on the basis of
individual sensibilities, risks inviting expansive
censorship.

Could such regulations be used to silence
speech deemed unpalatable?
JVO: Yes, such regulations are likely to exert a
chilling effect on speech. Restrictions based on
morality or defamation may legitimately
intersect with questions of dignity, and in those
instances, the Constitution permits limits on
expression. The difficulty arises when dignity is
invoked as an independent basis for restriction,
which is not constitutionally defensible. Such a
move would inevitably curtail the freedom of
comedians, satirists, and other artists, and
discourage them from performing with candour.
AG: I do not endorse the jokes aired in this

ee

Itis a slippery slope to suggest speech may
be curtailed on the basis of a somewhat
amorphous concept such as dignity

JAY VINAYAK OJHA

particular show. Yet, we must recognise that
literature and stand-up comedy often confront
society with uncomfortable truths and compel
us to reflect. The Supreme Court itself has
acknowledged the importance of protecting
even unpalatable speech. In March, it quashed a
criminal case initiated by the Gujarat Police
against Congress MP Imran Pratapgadhi,
accused of inciting discord through a poem. A
Bench headed by Justice A.S. Oka emphasised
that Article 19(1)(a) protects not only agreeable
speech but also views that may offend or
disturb. Moreover, concerns persist that the
Union government may revive the Broadcasting
Services (Regulation) Bill, criticised for placing
even independent creators under government
scrutiny. If we concede that online content must
serve only a “social value” defined by the
‘majority, we risk sliding into mass censorship or
worse, the arbitrary suppression of voices the
state finds inconvenient.

Does the profit-driven nature of
commercial speech justify its 1

Jvo: d

Does the Supreme Court’s polyvocality
(divergent views expressed by coordinate
Benches) inevitably lead to inc i
precedents?

AG: A polyvocal court does not detract from its
status as a court of record, which obliges it to
follow the law laid down in earlier decisions.
Even when a precedent is inapplicable to a new
fact situation or requires incremental
modification, its essence remains intact.
However, what is troubling in this case is that the
court has directed the executive to frame
regulations. Such regulations would carry not
only the ordinary presumption of
constitutionality but also reinforced legitimacy.
This court-mandated exercise blurs institutional
boundaries and renders any future
constitutional challenge doubly difficult.

JVO: The dichotomy between legal certainty
and the development of law through individual
judicial perspectives has always been
contentious. However, we should not conflate
the polyvocal nature of courts with the problem
of coordinate Benches issuing conflicting
judgments. When a Bench of equal strength
delivers a ruling that departs from an earlier
coordinate Bench, it is a breach of judicial
discipline. In such cases, the only proper course
is to refer the matter to a larger Bench.

What safeguards should these regulations
embody to prevent misuse?
must begin with strong review

AG: Commercial speech should not be
dismissed as irrelevant to public discourse. Our
society runs on commerce and trade, and free
expression itself is often likened to a
“marketplace of ideas”. A classic example is
Sakal Papers v. Union of India (1962), where the
government sought to limit the number of pages
a newspaper could publish by tying it to its
price. The Supreme Court struck this down as
unconstitutional, holding that such a measure
curtailed both the dissemination of news and
the circulation of newspapers. It affirmed that
the freedom to publish any number of pages and
to reach as many readers as possible is an
essential component of the right to free speech
under Article 19(1)(a). The same logic extends to
other forms of expression. For instance, a
stand-up comedian must earn a livelihood to pay
for performance venues. But the fact that speech
is commercial, or perceived to be driven by
profit, cannot in itself justify regulation.

JVO: ...the Supreme Court’s jurisprudence
has consistently recognised that even
commercial speech falls within the ambit of
Article 19(1)(a). Moreover, speech of comedians,
journalists, or satirists has never traditionally
been categorised as commercial speech.

mechanisms. The regulations should also reflect
a clear respect for constitutional values of free
speech, and that ethos must extend to those
charged with enforcing them. Equally important
is meaningful stakeholder consultation, which
must not be confined to groups favouring
restrictions while excluding those most affected.

AG: The court’s order states that all
stakeholders will be invited in framing these
regulations, but it neither specifies who those
stakeholders are nor how they will be consulted.
Moreover, the existing takedown regime under
Section 69A of the IT Act and the Blocking
Rules, 2009, is already opaque. Aggrieved
individuals are often not given notice before
their content is removed. Such opacity in
takedown orders, censorship, and website
blocking has become a recurring feature of
India’s regulatory landscape. These deficiencies
must be addressed in the new regulations.

To listen to the full interview
Scan the code or go to the link
www.thehindu.com

Should commercial speech on digital platforms be

regulated?

1 fefored Wewid wR arfvrifae uvor <6t fafrafaa fear

ST I1gE?

Regulation of Social Media and Free Speech

e Hifgar oiv sifyraafad &t wadzdar &1 fafaa

e On August 25, the Supreme Court urged the Union government to frame guidelines
for regulating social media, noting that influencers often commercialise free speech in
ways that may offend the sentiments of vulnerable groups.

25 3RA ! GWH BIE 7 % WNHR I WA HIfSaT o FfHd H=A & fag fgznda

T BT 318 fooar, U8 Fed

o SHIUTIR SRR HfYafdd B Tad=dl &1

TTARAHRUN 3 TR F HA &, O HHSIR Gl Bt UGS B 39 Ugal Tl ¢ |

o A Bench of Justices Surya Kant and Joymalya Bagchi directed that these
regulations be drafted in consultation with the National Broadcasters and Digital

Association.
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YRIf GASId SR ArawTedn IR S W F AR i e 3 fafem e
Fisopred s f$ied TaRe=A 3 Wm=l #rd TR foy S|
The order stemmed from an intervention application filed by a non-profit representing
persons with Spinal Muscular Atrophy, which alleged that comedians Samay
Raina, Vipul Goyal, Balraj Paramjeet Singh Ghai, Sonali Thakkar, and Nishant
Jagdish Tanwar had made derogatory remarks about those living with the disorder.
Tg TG TTEA HEHeR TSl I Rifisd aafdadl &1 ufaffda A ard T IR-
ATHBHRT T GRT SRR U ST 3MTde- ¥ I gafT, Ford SiRIg avman mar o1 &
HITST THg ¥, fAya Mud, R ARG Rig U, |t sges o fA=nd
ST d9aR 7 39 SR difSd di & SR & SraaeHs fewuft &t ot
Should commercial speech on digital platforms be regulated? Apar Gupta and Jay
Vinayak Ojha discuss this question in a conversation moderated by Aaratrika
Bhaumik.
1 fEfoied wewd W arficdes siftyaafad o fafafi fasar s arfge? 39 Y R
:ﬁmwaﬁ?mﬁﬂwmﬁmﬁhﬁmmwmﬁﬂ

I

Is there a regulatory vacuum that necessitates new guidelines?

a1 ¢ fexnfAd=n @t savaedr &I R aTel HIS (HaHS I 82

Apar Gupta: No. The circumstances underlying the present order demonstrate that
legal mechanisms for prosecution already exist. The very basis on which the
Supreme Court entertained this matter was the FIRs lodged by the State
governments of Maharashtra and Assam under various provisions of the Bharatiya
Nyaya Sanhita (BNS), and the Information Technology (IT) Act, 2000, in
connection with a stand-up skit uploaded on YouTube titled /ndia’s Got Latent.

3R T[WT: 7151 | TIHM 3G & fdf-ifga uRkfufaar it 8 fos siftrier & forg
BTN o Ugd I 81 Alg o | o STYR IR ot $IC = 39 Ad WR faaR foear, ag o1
HERTY 3R W &1 Iy WHRI gRI HRAH 17 AfgdT (BNS) TR a1 Menfirt
iftfras, 2000 & fafHe UTGUT & T8 &6l THISSR, Sl gegd W 5/8977 7ic dce
TS T W 8-3(7 Rhe I Iafdad |

The IT Act further establishes a censorship framework that permits the removal of
online content pursuant to court orders or executive directions. In practice, this
mechanism is frequently invoked in secrecy and without adequate adherence to
principles of natural justice. Thus, the court’s apprehension appears misplaced.
3MedY AfUfaw 3 T TR g wiftd Hrdl § S <o & SRl a1

SR & (I P TER 3HiTareT Tl &) gem B Hfd 31 8| TaeR §, 39
T BT HRR [ T ¥ 3R Ul = & Rigid! &1 yafe ure fovg famm Iuam
{1 ST 31 39 UBR, 3HSTad &1 3T 3FfRId Udid gt 8|

Jay Vinayak Ojha: | believe one ought not to attempt to “fix what is not broken”.
While the wisdom of individual provisions may certainly be debated, their existence
cannot be denied. In my view, Mr. Raina’s jokes were in exceptionally poor taste.
Yet, to construct an elaborate framework of legislation, subordinate rules, or
guidelines on the basis of a single incident would be an overreaction.

WY fama® SN 3R A1 § b S "3l B3 bt 3axaeal el 8, S 31 B
BT U el BT I | eI safaaeTd wraer &1 fadsefiaar R fHifya ®u d 789
Bl gohd! 8, AP 370 &I T SThR 78! fpar o obdl | N R &, A&
Fepd Ad TR W@l dard 31 bR off, T &1 9o & YR W fakgd S, ey
w1 feanfader 591w sifaufafsear givft
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Is protecting individual dignity a constitutionally permissible ground to restrict
speech?

T AT THAT Y &M fHeafad TR Jd T BT HAUTE YR 8 bl 272

o JVO: The reasonable restrictions on free speech under Article 19(2) of the
Constitution are exhaustive, encompassing security of the state, public order,
decency, morality, and other grounds. They do not, however, include the protection
of individual dignity.

JVO: TfAUM & 3rTede 19(2) & dgd ifiafdd ! Tzl R IRId ufdse oI g,
S8 1T Y YR, WIS eh SFRIT, RTed, Afddbdl SR 3 STUR A &
BTCiiTdh, ST SafakTTTa TIRHT S e =vet -7l 3

o ltis a slippery slope to suggest that speech may be curtailed on the basis of a
somewhat amorphous concept such as dignity, which lacks a precise legal definition.
Tg a% o1 fop sifiyeafaa o1 e S fardlt garat faam & snyR wR i fasar s
Tl §, foTd U 18 Tt S URHINT T8l §, Th WaR-Td I g

e That said, concerns regarding the participation of differently abled persons in public
life and the preservation of their dignity are legitimate. Moreover, the court possesses
inherent jurisdiction under the Constitution to do “complete justice”, a mandate that
empowers it to account for the wider social ramifications of online speech.

g HeT T, Jrdeli-ieh Sita # faeait safdkral 1 HiiiaR) 3R 37! TR 1 & 4
St fiaTd au | ST S1alTal, SfeTed & I Wfau & dgd "quf = oA &1 [Afgd
SABR &7 8, S I HTeg ifyeafad & e Jrifres TuTEl W f3aR &A &1
PR AT R

e AG: Any limitation on the freedom of speech and expression must be imposed
through a duly enacted law, and such restrictions must also withstand the test of
proportionality.

AG: 3fad F Wdl W ®is H T Haa fafdad sfafid & g1 8 &
ST =fRT, SR TR ufdeiel oF sruIfadmdr &t Haet IR off WRT IaRAT ARl

e In Subramanian Swamy v. Union of India (2016), the Supreme Court upheld the
constitutionality of criminal defamation, recognising individual dignity as one of the
bases for sustaining the remedy.

TR F91T9 HIR WY (2016) T, T HIE 7 AMRTUS AR Dt

QYT Al BT SRBRIR W1, 3R G TRAT B 3 IUTG Bl F1E G & SR T
Ueh HIHTI

e However, to treat dignity as an independent ground for restricting speech, particularly
when invoked on the basis of individual sensibilities, risks inviting expansive
censorship.

gTdlTes, TNAT &I NG R AP A & T Wad YR & =G H AT, faRiva
Sd 3 AfFTd Hdg=iaarsdl & YR TR a1 fobar S, di I8 e GRiRY ol
ST B BT SRIH ISTaT 2|

Could such regulations be used to silence speech deemed unpalatable?

w%&%ﬁmﬁmma@unﬁﬁrﬁmaﬁ‘wﬁrﬁmmﬁ%m%mm
qHar g2

e JVO: Yes, such regulations are likely to exert a chilling effect on speech.
Restrictions based on morality or defamation may legitimately intersect with
questions of dignity, and in those instances, the Constitution permits limits on
expression.

JVO: g1, W fFaw siftyeafaa R fRIfeiT sthae s1a Iod €| Afdear a1 amgia )
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3yTRd Ufersiyl TRAT & Uil J 98 U A S 8 Webdl 8, 3R I AMal # HfaerT
Sifyenfad TR WA T @ Al a1 B

The difficulty arises when dignity is invoked as an independent basis for restriction,
which is not constitutionally defensible. Such a move would inevitably curtail the
freedom of comedians, satirists, and other artists, and discourage them from
performing with candour.

PGS T9 IUT Bl § OF TNHT P Ufaeel T Wd=l YR HAT ST 8, Sl AU
U I Ifd T8 g1 T PheH Mar U I Hiafed—d, HBRI 3R 3T FATHRI
&1 AT BT AT BRI SR I AU F TR FHRA Y gl B

AG: | do not endorse the jokes aired in this particular show. Yet, we must recognise
that literature and stand-up comedy often confront society with uncomfortable
truths and compel us to reflect.

AG: T 39 faRiy =it & vRqd gepal ol gud g1 x| R off, W I8 urem =g
e 3R WS-37 BTHST SRR THS Pl 3AES J=Tgal I AT BRI o 3R g
3T HRA & o AR HRd & |

The Supreme Court itself has acknowledged the importance of protecting even
unpalatable speech. In March, it quashed a criminal case initiated by the Gujarat
Police against Congress MP Imran Pratapgadhi, accused of inciting discord
through a poem.

T W DI A ST Sifiaafd 31 o Y& FA & He@ Bl WioR a1 g1 AR 7,
I ORI Yo gRT i kg SR YATIe! o RIATe Hiddl o 7regd ¥
SR HSH & SRY H ol STIRIAP HIHT QIR A 2|

A Bench headed by Justice A.S. Oka emphasised that Article 19(1)(a) protects not
only agreeable speech but also views that may offend or disturb.

rHfef .U, 3T B Siegefdl drcl Ule o SR odbR el [ rJedq 19(1)(a) Had
Teafayul sifieafad &t gt el afcn 34 faaRl &f off e oxar g, S 3iied a1 faafaa
IR AHhd g

Moreover, concerns persist that the Union government may revive the Broadcasting
Services (Regulation) Bill, criticised for placing even independent creators under
government scrutiny.

3% 3fad, I8 il 51 88 ¢ b g PR Fredhriee Afdas aeH) fae o
R T AN R qhcll §, D! AT STIE &1 715 ¢ difh I8 Wad ToIBRI Bl
WHRI AR & SR F a1 51

If we concede that online content must serve only a “social value” defined by the
majority, we risk sliding into mass censorship or worse, the arbitrary suppression of
voices the state finds inconvenient.

3fe §H I8 WIPR B o fob SHTTeiTs A Bl bad SgHd GRT URHINT “HTHTFSS
e B! a1 ! 1R, ol §H TIPS AHRIRIT A1 571 1t g RUfd—Ire gry
AT AT S aTcl SMTaTs & HTHM GHT—d! 3R T BT Sl o1 |

Does the profit-driven nature of commercial speech justify its regulation?

T ATGIARAS fHaafad &1 ary-Ufa Taeu I9& fAaw &) 3fd sgrmar 82

AG: Commercial speech should not be dismissed as irrelevant to public discourse.
Our society runs on commerce and trade, and free expression itself is often likened
to a “marketplace of ideas”.

AG: IR el &l drduies farel ¥ siumifiies A @iet 781 fban S
TMMeT | THRT YHIS IR 3R ORI TR Il &, 3R HTNcAfET ST Wdadl B SR

fHaRY ®1 9IeR” ®81 W1 3 |

A classic example is Sakal Papers v. Union of India (1962), where the government
sought to limit the number of pages a newspaper could publish by tying it to its price.
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TP SIS ISTER0T § JTPTe YU §HTH HRT WY (1962), S8 IRHR 7 RITR &
Uil 1 AT I IYD! DA Y SghR AT B Bt BRI B |

The Supreme Court struck this down as unconstitutional, holding that such a
measure curtailed both the dissemination of news and the circulation of newspapers.
g P 7 3T SRfauTe e, T8 A gU i THT Hgd THER & TR 3R
3EERI & TR a1 & Wifid FHRal gl

It affirmed that the freedom to publish any number of pages and to reach as many
readers as possible is an essential component of the right to free speech under
Article 19(1)(a). ]
O gfY ot T forelt offt T o o3 U1 o 31R S ¥ 3t urd ! aa g
DI AT TG 19(1)(a) P dad 3MHSATaT BT WA BT U MAWH UeH g

The same logic extends to other forms of expression. For instance, a stand-up
comedian must earn a livelihood to pay for performance venues. But the fact that
speech is commercial, or perceived to be driven by profit, cannot in itself justify
regulation.

Tg! I SHfiafad & o wul R off AL g1aT 8 | SaTerUl & Y, U e S-317
PIATSTT B! Y= AT BT YA B & oy 3rofifaesr sifofd w1 gidt /1 A
Had g8 au fob el amawnfie g a1 ary | Ofkd A ot 8, oo omu o o

D1 3 18T 3T Tha |

JVO: ...the Supreme Court’s jurisprudence has consistently recognised that even
commercial speech falls within the ambit of Article 19(1)(a). Moreover, speech of
comedians, journalists, or satirists has never traditionally been categorised as
commercial speech.

JVO: .. G B¢ 3! TR A AR I8 WHR 61 § o Amaaiie sifiaafad
1t TG 19(1)(a) F RR T 3Tl €1 3T (AT, FIRIST, TAPR] T TAPRI
DT NG P IWIRFTT 9§ HHt Al sifiefed ot 9o d Tt @1 | 6|
Does the Supreme Court’s polyvocality (divergent views expressed by coordinate
Benches) inevitably lead to inconsistent precedents?

H1 Faed AT o] ggeavdl (FHH Hiol gRT e fhy Y fid faar) sifad wu 4
SR TIRT B 3R T S 32
AG: A polyvocal court does not detract from its status as a court of record, which
obliges it to follow the law laid down in earlier decisions. Even when a precedent is
inapplicable to a new fact situation or requires incremental modification, its essence
remains intact.

AG: T%h IgIaR T 30 SfHER <TTE (court of record) 811 &1 RUMT &
dferd T8t giaT, S 3 Ugd & ufal § RITUT ST BT UTe & & fole a1ed Rl g |
Y € DI TolR 718 aedTes TR § A 7 81 a1 STH it TNeH BT Tazadsd
B, 3D T UG SRR 811 ¢ |
However, what is troubling in this case is that the court has directed the executive to
frame regulations. Such regulations would carry not only the ordinary presumption of
constitutionality but also reinforced legitimacy. This court-mandated exercise blurs
institutional boundaries and renders any future constitutional challenge doubly
difficult.

BT, 39 HHd A fareHe I8 § & <mared 3 sriunfireT (executive) &1 fafam
T o1 A faan 81 U fafom Fad qrearor JuTiedr (constitutionality) &1
YRUT B 75T feeh G=1ad qal Ht [Gd g | <ITTerd gRT SIHaR] T8 31y SRITTa
?maﬁﬁgww%eh?wmﬁwﬁwaﬁﬁmﬁ?ﬁaﬁmﬁ%?ww

I
JVO: The dichotomy between legal certainty and the development of law through
individual judicial perspectives has always been contentious. However, we should not
conflate the polyvocal nature of courts with the problem of coordinate Benches
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issuing conflicting judgments. When a Bench of equal strength delivers a ruling that
departs from an earlier coordinate Bench, it is a breach of judicial discipline. In
such cases, the only proper course is to refer the matter to a larger Bench.

JVO: ST FAT3AdT (legal certainty) 3R safekivTd =R ef¥hIvl & HiemH

B P [AHT & ofta BT 5g U [AaTGRUG 81 ¢ BTellicy, BH ~ATITed] ! Sgeavdl
DI A Y31 gRT IRER faRieft vl &7 &1 aen ¥ 781 e @i 99 969 wfed
aTelt 1S Wo ot qdadf gam de ¥ sra fAofg T 8, ot a8 =i Srg=ma=
(judicial discipline) T 3cwg- gid1 g | WY ATHE! §, ThHAH IId I U8 8 f AHa
P do1 U3 & U Holl ST

What safeguards should these regulations embody to prevent misuse?

ST & A F g 371 faframl & «19-3 JRen sura fAfga 89 anfee?

JVO: Safeguards must begin with strong review mechanisms. The regulations
should also reflect a clear respect for constitutional values of free speech, and that
ethos must extend to those charged with enforcing them. Equally important is
meaningful stakeholder consultation, which must not be confined to groups
favouring restrictions while excluding those most affected.

JVO: JR&T SR I YB3 Holgd THIET G (review mechanisms) I gl alig |
fafrae & srfiroafa @) Tad=raT (free speech) & Taee Yedl BT WY T
D MR, 3R Tg UG 39 dd  Ugd Sl 3= AN B & fore Iaverdt &1 3a
BQI IIT:-EEEUf % Tl %HW Rt (stakeholder consultation), N ad ufasel &1
A H3 a1 gl dd W 7 81 dfed Ty S THTfad anm @ o 2nfia &R

AG: The court’s order states that all stakeholders will be invited in framing these
regulations, but it neither specifies who those stakeholders are nor how they will be
consulted. Moreover, the existing takedown regime under Section 69A of the IT Act
and the Blocking Rules, 2009, is already opaque. Aggrieved individuals are often
not given notice before their content is removed. Such opacity in takedown orders,
censorship, and website blocking has become a recurring feature of India’s
regulatory landscape. These deficiencies must be addressed in the new regulations.

AG: T & MG H &gl T ¢ foh It fRaUR®! (stakeholders) &1 39 fafygnt
P g9 | 3HET fobar Srem, Afds ug 7 9 WY Ral & & 3 RaURS &1 81 3R 7
g1 U8 5 S99 Wt &3 foran SuT | 59 sreta, sl rffad ot URT 69A 3R
AT Fraw, 2009 & TEd HISIGT 8¢ (takedown) BT TR UEA ¥ & 3URGN g
SRR YHTTad feadl BT 3! AR §eTU ofF ¥ Ugd is ol dal ol S| e &
3o, YWRMRY 3R Jsrge sffeh T # Tt 3uReRiar yRd & Fume ulkesg ot teh
W-Wﬂ%mﬁaﬁaﬁﬁﬁwwﬁ%lﬁmﬁwﬁﬁwﬁwﬁam
TXF g
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Will Google lose its data moat after
landmark U.S. court ruling?

Over the past two decades, Google has become synonymous with searching the internet, so much so that ‘googling’ has entered the global lexicon.

Challenging this dominance, the US. Department of Justice (DoJ) and a coalition of states sued the Alphabet-owned company in 2020

John Xavier

he decision by U.S. District
Court Judge Amit Mehta,
compelling the Silicon Valley
giant to share its search data

"~ with rivals, appears on the surface to be a
significant blow. However, a deeper look
into the mechanics of modern search and
the trajectory of Artificial Intelligence (AI)
suggests that while the landscape is
changing, Google’s fortress may be far
from breached.

Over the past two decades, Google has
become synonymous with searching the
internet, so much so that “googling” has
entered the global lexicon. The company
reached this zenith by relentlessly
refining its search engine, feeding it an
ever-increasing volume of user queries
and interaction patterns.

This information cemented Google’s
dominant position, keeping it years ahead
as competitors languished. This technical
superiority was reinforced by exclusive
deals with device manufacturers, making
Google the default search engine,
pre-empting new users from ever testing
alternative platforms.

Challenging this dominance, the U.S.
Department of Justice (DoJ) and a
coalition of states sued the
Alphabet-owned company in 2020. In a
pivotal moment, Judge Mehta ruled that
“Google is a monopolist, and it has acted
as one to maintain its monopoly.” The
court found that Google had spent billions
on distribution deals to be the

“out-of-the-box” search engine at all key
entry points.

While the DoJ sought a structural
breakup, including the divestment of the
Chrome browser, the court instead
ordered behavioural remedies aimed at
restoring competition by lowering
barriers for Google’s rivals. The
centre-piece of this remedy is the
requirement for Google to open its vast
trove of search data to “qualified
competitors,” a move designed to help
them build more capable search
products.

The old moat and the new frontier
To understand the ruling’s true impact,
one must first appreciate the architecture
of Google’s dominance. It rests on two
pillars: a colossal, continuously updated
index of the web and an unparalleled
volume of user interaction data. The
index is the library and the user data is
the librarian’s knowledge of which books
are most useful for which questions.

Every search query, every click, every
moment a user lingers on a page, and
even how they refine a failed search
provides a signal. This real-time feedback
loop, collected from billions of devices
through its default-by-design strategy, is
the lifeblood that allows Google’s
algorithms to learn, adapt, and deliver
superior relevance.

Judge Mehta’s remedy, by forcing
Google to share query and interaction
data, is a direct assault on this data moat.
The intention is to give competitors the

raw material they need to train their own
algorithms and build more
comprehensive indexes. In theory, this
levels the playing field. In practice,
however, it may be a solution for a
problem that is already being superseded
by a new technological paradigm.

From search engine to GPT engine
The future of information retrieval is not a
list of 10 blue links — it will be a direct,
synthesised answer. We are witnessing
the evolution from search engines to what
can be described as GPT-powered answer
engines. Driven by Large Language
Models (LLMs), these new systems don’t
just point you to information; they
understand, summarise, and generate it
for you. Features like Google’s Al
Overviews are the opening act of this
transformation. Users are no longer just
“searching”, they are engaging in a
dialogue with an Al that provides a
consolidated, conversational response.

In this new world, the nature of
competitive advantage shifts dramatically.
While the historical query data and web
index that the court is ordering Google to
share are valuable for building a
foundational, traditional search engine,
they are less critical for perfecting a
generative Al-powered one. The new data
is not what people searched for yesterday,
but how they interact with the
Al-generated answers of today.

Why Google’s lead is set to expand
This is where Google’s incumbency

becomes an almost insurmountable
advantage. The company’s data moat isn’t
just its historical archive; it is its real-time,
global-scale user-testing platform. As
Google rolls out Al Overviews and other
generative features across its products —
Search, Chrome, Android — it gains access
to a feedback loop of unparalleled scale.

Every time a user accepts an
Al-generated answer, refines their
prompt, or clicks on a source link within
an overview, they are providing a signal
that fine-tunes Google’s models. This is
Reinforcement Learning from Human
Feedback (RLHF) on a scale that no
competitor can hope to replicate.

Rivals, even with access to Google’s
historical query logs, are essentially being
given the blueprints to a 2020-era engine
while Google is building a the next
decade’s answer engine. The data that
truly matters for winning the Al race is
the nuanced, personalised, real-time
interaction data with generative models.

Google’s distribution deals, while now
deemed anti-competitive, have secured it
the prime real estate to collect this
next-generation data from billions of
users.

The court’s remedy may help a few
competitors to build a better classic
search engine, but it does little to help
them challenge Google in the transition to
an Al-first answer engine.

The moat, therefore, is not being
drained; it is simply being re-engineered
around a new, more advanced, and even
more defensible technology.

Will Google lose its data moat after landmark U.S. court
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ruling?
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e Over the past two decades, Google has become synonymous with searching the
internet, so much so that ‘googling’ has entered the global lexicon.

Rl o Gl B, e Seie IR T B FT 94T S T 8, 5o 1 T 3w
BIEACKI KRB R R

e Challenging this dominance, the U.S. Department of Justice (DoJ) and a coalition
of states sued the Alphabet-owned company in 2020.

T UY@ P! T 3 gU, SR = faUTT (DoJ) 3R &S Il & ey
Alphabet-TaTfied aTelt HU-T O 2020 & HaH &

The decision by U.S. District Court Judge Amit Mehta
e forem =umaraa & == e dgar &1 fAvk

e The decision by U.S. District Court Judge Amit Mehta, compelling the Silicon
Valley giant to share its search data with rivals, appears on the surface to be a
significant blow.

Afyet forem =urarea & == e dgar &1 ok, o faferer aeft ot
fawTer HUt o1 31U TS Sl Bl ufdgfgdl & Y e - & ol TeisR o T,
e W Th AUl el Udid 8idT 8

o However, a deeper look into the mechanics of modern search and the trajectory of
Artificial Intelligence (Al) suggests that while the landscape is changing, Google’s
fortress may be far from breached.

R, SMYF® Gl &1 Tl &hvﬁn‘gﬁﬂw (Al) BT =T TR TERTS T ToR
STe ¥ Udl Iadl § o Siafor IRERT 954 38T &, T &1 farem genl ¥ oift agd X B

e Over the past two decades, Google has become synonymous with searching the
internet, so much so that “googling” has entered the global lexicon.

e & 2! §, T SexAe W WS &1 uafd 59 71 §, a1 fs i afye
YsGIaa H Ja R T 5

e The company reached this zenith by relentlessly refining its search engine, feeding it

an ever-increasing volume of user querles and interaction patterns

HY A 3T WIS §oiF ! AR IRSHd B, 3R 3 TAR Tt g3 SUTRTHA
4 3R Sekarr det & it e T8 RIER g |

e This information cemented Google’s dominant position, keeping it years ahead as
competitors languished.
U THSHR! A T Bt WG AT &1 Toreg o, ot g ufaaftfal @ auf smt &=
ol

e This technical superiority was reinforced by exclusive deals with device
manufacturers, making Google the default search engine, pre-empting new users
from ever testing alternative platforms.

G dh-ilo! AFT I IUBRT (AT & 1Y fay el fopar mar, o=
TTe B fEwiee @ie g9 &1 e, fo 8 9T Sudiedl it Qe &I
U&7 g1 751 o b |

e Challenging this dominance, the U.S. Department of Justice (DoJ) and a coalition
of states sued the Alphabet-owned company in 2020.

9 UYd B A od 8T, SRSt = faUTT (DoJ) 3R ISl & U Taae =
Alphabet-TaTi¥ed aTelt HUHT O 2020 H HaH AT
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In a pivotal moment, Judge Mehta ruled that “Google is a monopolist, and it has
acted as one to maintain its monopoly.”

TS Hgaqui &1 &, =granefier Agar A ol fear & pra v ueifierard! 8, iR
wﬁmmﬁwﬁmwﬁ%mﬁwzﬂwm%l
The court found that Google had spent billions on distribution deals to be the “out-
of-the-box” search engine at all key entry points.
3fgrerd = ara fob TRTe A it U UaRr fdgan W “3H13e-3ih-a-SIRT Jiel goi a4
¥ fore faaRor gt w aﬂa‘rwm‘m q|
While the DoJ sought a structural breakup, including the divestment of the Chrome
browser, the court instead ordered behavioural remedies aimed at restoring
competition by lowering barriers for Google’s rivals.

Sdfh Dod 3 TETHD [AHTS &I 7T Bt i, FoGH 1A AI8wR o1 fashy fara o,
3IEIAd A $HP T AAER Hath UM AN HA HI S e, foraeT 3e=a Ta &
ufagfegal & fore srureh o &1 He ufauyl sgTe H2m ATl

The centre-piece of this remedy is the requirement for Google to open its vast trove
of search data to “qualified competitors,” a move designed to help them build more
capable search products.

3 UM &1 T fog I8 § 6 TTa & oiuA famier wisl et &) < ufagfga &
foTT @11 g, difes o 3ffeieh TeH el ITG [IHRIT R T |

The old moat and the new frontier

TR GRET Had 3R 741 Jaf

To understand the ruling’s true impact, one must first appreciate the architecture of
Google’s dominance.

39 Ul & IRAfa® THTd &1 FHSH & Y, Ta% U8 ITd & GYE &I a1 o
SEEEIEEI

It rests on two pillars: a colossal, continuously updated index of the web and an
unparalleled volume of user interaction data.

T8 o WYl R o1 8: 99 &1 fawme, @naR sruse farar mar s8a iR aifgeila
SUANTH AT Geva= el Bt AT

The index is the library and the user data is the librarian’s knowledge of which books
are most useful for which questions.

TS DI § 3R UM Sl ARSI BT I ¢ fob DI 4 fabars fool Ul &
T S SuaRt 5

Every search query, every click, every moment a user lingers on a page, and even
how they refine a failed search provides a signal.

TR TN H, TR 3P, TR &I01 S IUARTHAT T O TR Ihall §, 3R Tgi d b 3
ST A WIS DI HY TR d I 6, T8 Id Th Hdbd UgH Bl g

This real-time feedback loop, collected from billions of devices through its default-
by-design strategy, is the lifeblood that allows Google’s algorithms to learn, adapt,
and deliver superior relevance.

7% Sgd-ergy wisds qU, SR fewiee-ara-fEwrg vorifa & qrem § s
USRI H THA {531 T 7, I8 G- © Sl T[T & TN DI e, Spierd
B 3R IER URIRTHAT UaH & | I&H 1l 5|

Judge Mehta’s remedy, by forcing Google to share query and interaction data, is a
direct assault on this data moat.

rarefi=T Agd &1 U, FRIH T BT B0 3R ZSNaRA ST IS FHRA & T8 Hofgy
foraT T §, 39 ST R&T Ha™ TR e STurd |

The intention is to give competitors the raw material they need to train their own
algorithms and build more comprehensive indexes.
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In theory, this levels the playing field. In practice, however, it may be a solution for a
problem that is already being superseded by a new technological paradigm.
Rigid =u #, 78 9d &1 HgH SRIR FRdl 5| A FdgR H, I8 U T Ta H
JHIY B Tohal ¢ o Ugd I 81 U 718 db-iies! Uiqe gRT ufaeutfid farar S eT 8 |

From search engine to GPT engine

Id g919 A GPT 99 d&

The future of information retrieval is not a list of 10 blue links — it will be a direct,
synthesised answer.

I WIfed &7 Hiasy 10 i@ Riw &1 Gt 781 § — T8 TH Uger SR THifrd IR ghm|
We are witnessing the evolution from search engines to what can be described as
GPT-powered answer engines.

B9 9 §919 9§ GPT-HaTfrd STk §919 dd & [9H $l ¢4 3@ ¢ |

Driven by Large Language Models (LLMs), these new systems don’t just point you
to mformatlon they understand, summarise, and generate it for you.

GIGELCE] mummmw%a&mﬁw%amﬁmmﬁw
3 I JHI T, TRITRIT IR & SR 310 T Ioga ot vl §

Features like Google’s Al Overviews are the opening act of this transformation.
TRTE & Al fiaRael St faRIvan 39 ufkad= &1 URfYe aRur ¢ |

Users are no longer just “searching”, they are engaging in a dialogue with an Al that
prowdes a consolldated conversational response.

ST 31 Pad TP Tl B IR, A U VY Al F G YaTE B IR T o Tlpd 3R
TATETHS SR T 8|

Why Google’s lead is set to expand
TRTA &1 g¢d F41 3R gg arehl 8

This is where Google’s incumbency becomes an almost insurmountable
advantage.

TE! 98 SFTE § WTe] T 1 R R T sorg amd 5 ire &1

The company’s data moat isn’t just its historical archive; it is its real-time, global-
scale user-testing platform.

Uit b1 ST WIS el THHT UETRIeh T T8l 8; T8 0! Rad-2rgd, afyes e
BT PoRR- & WewiH 3|

As Google rolls out Al Overviews and other generative features across its products
— Search, Chrome, Android — it gains access to a feedback loop of
unparalleled scale.

S A 30 IdTel — I, B, Tgias — T Al o 3R 3 SR fed wieRt
Al Bl 5, A1 39 AGA-1T A HT Bisad qu Had |

Every time a user accepts an Al-generated answer, refines their prompt, or clicks on
a source link within an overview, they are providing a signal that fine-tunes Google’s
models.

TR IR ofd BIs SuANTHd! Al-FAfHT SR WHR 1§, 304 U & guRdl 8, a1
iRy # forddt id foies W fades o g, ) 98 TP Tdbd UG Bl § Sl TS &
Tisdl &I 3R YH 1 g |

This is Reinforcement Learning from Human Feedback (RLHF) on a scale that no
competitor can hope to replicate.
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Rivals, even with access to Google’s historical query logs, are essentially being
given the blueprints to a 2020-era engine while Google is building the next
decade’s answer engine. ]

Tfagel, 4 1 3= e & UfagTiRie $8 AW a9 g et WY, ardd # 3 2020-
U P oI BI TUT & ST &Y B, STaifeb TFTel RIS GRIeh BT SR Soi1 &7 38T 2
The data that truly matters for winning the Al race is the nuanced, personalised, real-
time interaction data with generative models.

Al g Siia & T arad # Sl ST HeaqUi § 98 SRfed Hisdl & A1y J&H, AfckiTd
3R Rad-ereH $exawH 3T 5

Google’s distribution deals, while now deemed anti-competitive, have secured it
the prime real estate to collect this next-generation data from billions of users.

T 3fa AT & faavor qwEha ufaeguf-RRe 7 o1 R € A SN 8 Rl
SUANTEHAre I ST Uit BT ST Uha FHR- & 18 [aaH I YeH B g

The court’'s remedy may help a few competitors to build a better classic search
engine, but it does little to help them challenge Google in the transition to an Al-first
answer engine.

3IETAd BT 3T H& Uldgigd! B U 98k URURS T4 o1 a1 J AGE HR Ihdl 6,
Afch1 T8 38 AI-UYH SR S99 8 98A1d & SR T BT gl o J 9gd HH Hag
IRAT G

The moat, therefore, is not being drained; it is simply being re-engineered around a
new, more advanced, and even more defensible technology.

SR, TS 1 WTel 761 b ST X1 &; $8 hadl T s, 39 39d 3R 3R *ff 31fas
RETED AP P STAUN G:-Fol R T o 361 §

Page67

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in




